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PREFACE. 



Had I ever imagined, before this work was be* 
gun, that it would have extended to above half 
the size of what it has done, I believe I should 
have entirely shrunk from the task. But» hav- 
ing once begun, one thing naturally suggested 
another, or one discovery made Way for another, 
till the work assumed such a bulk as utterly 
precludes me, in my present state of health, from 
resuming the task of transcribing it. What by 
head*achs, and other complaints peculiar to a hi* 
lious habit, it was even with great difficulty that 
what now appears was even once written over ; 
so that it must necessarily appear under many 
disadvantages, though plainness and perspecuity 
have been aimed at through the whole. Although 
the first of these valuable Roman antiquities 
were discovered a twelve month past, about the 
beginning of autumn 1 8S0, yet so low is the state 
of antiquarianism at the present time, that it 
was some months before I even beard any thing 
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t PREiTACf. 

about them ; and, though t waited iomt tiiAt 
for some other person, more able than I ita my 
present state of health, to introduce them to 
the public, yet I waited in vain. With the view, 
therefore, of rescuing these antiquities from ut* 
ter oblivion, and liltfoiducing tlian to public no* 
tice-— especial ty those connected with the great 
battle, unquestionably Roman, which was fought 
in my neighbourhood — I had made particular 
inquiry about every circumstance respecting it, 
and had drawn up an account of the battle it* 
s^f, and other circumstances more immediately^ 
cotmected^ith it, before I had an opportunity of 
seeing Tacitus*s account of it^ After having per* 
used bis work, 1 am still farther confirmed in my 
opinion, that the view t had taken of this subject 
was correct ; and that the place 1 had fixed upon 
was really the site of the battle fought between 
Galgacus the Caledonian king and general, and 
Agricola the Roman general, which Tacitus de* 
scribes; though it is obvious to demonstration, 
that he had mistaken the Lomond Hill for Mount 
Orampius, as will be shewn in the sequeL Excry 
other particular respecting the battle agrees with 
Tacitus's account of it, excepting the various 
movements or evolutions that had taken placa 
during the engagement, which he seems afraid 
to introduce, lest they should be the means of 
detecting the cunning, utifice, and stratagem^ 
the Romans had betaken themselves to, in order 
to entice the Caledonians from their £Eivo|irable 
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poiition ; especially as tliey were loudly accwed 
by the brave Caledonians of resorting to these 
practices to insure socmss. Tacitus doicribes 
the battle U if it had been decided all in erne 
particular spot^ though it b perfectly obTtout 
that it liad been fbu^t in four different f^cea^ 
as is evident by the burning of the dead in all 
those several places* > 

By the discovery of the RcMnan town Orea^ &c§ 
and the other antiquittea connected with it^ l^ 
was obliged to alter and enlarge my plan ; and^ 
being previously somewhat acquainted w^ tha 
line of Agricola*s march tluough Scotland^ with 
the camps, forte, &c which he built, I resolved 
to introduce these also ta public notice, (which 
has never been hitherto done, so far as I know,) 
and to trace him in all his seven campaigns, till 
be fought the great battle of Meradsford or the 
Lomond Hill, when he was recalled soon after. 
For, if ever there was a battle £Mght by the Ro» 
mans in S^tland, it was this; nay, there is not 
one of their battles half so well authenticated as 
this appears to be. Besides the burning of the 
dead in all the various places where the battle 
had raged, and the great cairns erected over 
them, and the four large Roman cairns within 
whidii all the evolutions and operations of the 
battle bad taken place, and the many Roman urns 
found formerly and of lale^ — it is still something 
very remarkaUe that» within little more than the 
alick^space of one ycari foiir or fiye difierent ipe^ii; 
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incus of Roman antiquities should have been dit» 
covered in all directions around the field of bat« 
tie;— -viz. five Roman bronse vessels on the north 
west, two Roman coins on the norths the Ro* 
man town the Urbs Orea of Tacitus and Ptolemy 
discovered on the south, about forty battle axes 
and other warlike inpleBients of Roman anti* 
quity of different kinds lying all tc^ther on the 
south west, as also two Roman Dunipacisor 
Hills > of Peace erected after the battle, never 
taken notice of before, on the east* It would 
appear as if the Great Ruler andSuperintendant 
of all events in Providence were noW willing 
that the \feil of ambiguity, by which this interest- 
ing battle, and the events connected with it 
which Imve been so long concealed in obscurity, 
should now be drawn aside ; and that such sub« 
stantial documents should be educed as to estai» 
blish the truth of it for ever after^ upon the most 
ifolid and permanent basis. I am not so sanguine^ 
liowever, as to suppose that every cmc who may 
^ance to read this work wiil be equally weU 
convinced of what I have advancedi who may 
not have had the same opportunities of informa* 
tion ; yet, under tlie fullest conviction of their 
being genuine, I am of opinion that the» vwioas 
and Important discoveries in general can, witb> 
out the least hesitation, be introduced into pub# 
lie observaticm, as I am fully comrinced that 
they WlU stand the test of the most strict invest 
tigation* Instead, therefore! of shiinking iroiil. 
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PREFACB. 5 

I rather solicit that strict and impartial investi<* 
gation^ particularly about the interesting battle 
of Meralsford and the Roman town Orea, so long 
as there are so many living witnesses to establish 
the truth of the various particulars taken notice 
of respecting themi in the following pages. It 
is therefore hoped, that the importance of the 
subjects treated of; and a sincere desire of rescu* 
ing them from utter oblivion, and recommending 
them to general notice, will sufficiently apologise 
for them, in the estimation of every candid reader, 
amidst all the imperfections and disadvantages 
attending them. 
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ACCOUNT 
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ROMAN ANTIQUITIEa 



CHAP. L ^ 



Preliminary Observations. 

Thb discovery that has lately been made in this 
part of the country is a most important one, in« 
deed, in the era of antiquarianism> namely, the find- 
ing of a number of antique Yessela of various des- 
criptions and dzes, unquestbnably of Roman anti^ 
quity i especially as it was die primary cause of stir- 
ring up timt spirit of inquiry^ tl]ie result of which 
appears in the following pages. 

The manner of their being found was, by the 
plough coming accidentally upon the largest of themt 
and turning it up. This naturally excited curiosity, 
as weiras expectation ; and^ .by digging carefully 
around the place, the rest were found, amounting 

A 
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* ACCOUNT Of ROMAN ANTlQtJITIES* 

to five in all, every one of them being bronze, the 
true Roman metal ; a more particular description 
of which will be afterwards givem 

The finding of these, then, and the particular 
spot they were found in, tend greatly to elucidate 
many important events in that early stage of his- 
tory about which we have been always much in 
the dark, and to omfirm us in the truth of many re- 
markable events about which we have hitherto been 
in much doubt and uncertainty. It proves, beyond 
a doubt, that the Romans have been in this part of 
the country, and also serves as an index to their di- 
rect line of march through Fife towards Stratheam^ 
*and at the same time to point out and explain the 
various movements of both armies in fighting out 
a very bloody battle that took place in the imme- 
diate vicinity, which was by some conjectured to 
have been with the Danes, and by others with 
the Saxons, but now by this, and ollwr dscoveriea 
lately made, cleavly proved to have been betwi]^ 
the Caledomans and Romans ; and sq)peav»obvicHiSp 
ly to have been that great battle described l^ 
Tacitus as htfving been kaaght at the foot oi 
Mount Grampius ; but it is clear, to a demomtratbnt 
that he had mistaken M&ob Lomundna for MoM^ 
Crtampius, as it is nigh the north base of the vest 
Lomond HiH that the battle was fought Also^ 
the Gramf^an hiHa are well known to be a ridge 
of high mountains running nigh through the whole 
breadth of Scotland. Had the battle, the-, takeft 
place there, smd be had written correctly about it,, it 
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Would hav6 been at tb« foot of thtf Momes Gramfnii 
in the plural tiumber, sUhl flot like a d^khed hill 
as Mons Lomundus is, and would hare re<}Uifecl 
to be written M the Stngutair Auiliber« Besides, it 
W2(d a ^ood htiittber of yeaHs ^tt this btittle took 
phce before Tacitus wrote the accoubt of it ; as he 
tells us himself that It wae^ fopr yeitrs after the 
death of Agricola^ his father^in-kw, before he Wrote 
the ac<2otint of the skirmish or battle that took 
piace the year previous to this at Loch Ore, Wbere«> 
hi the dth legion was nigh cut off ; ccHlseqUentlyf 
his information eould not be so correct as if he had 
been an eye witness, or present in the engagement^ 
but behoved to be derived from those who were pre- 
sent, or firottt the Information they gave him^ which 
seems at best to have been deficient aAd even partiiiU 
For thcnigh^ in his account of that bold attack 
of the Caledonians, he afieet& td caK it a victdry^ 
yet all the victory the Romaiiis had to bdasi of^ 
was by the eeasotlable brmgf ng in of the rest t:^ the 
legions by Agricola, which m^ide the Caledonian^ 
retresit to the woods and marshes^ and thereby prc^ 
vented tlie le^on attacked from bang entirely cut 
off$ which the Caledo^uansj a§ TaeifU* himself in^ 
forms us, <* tidn inriute^ sed ^ccashfte it aMe dUcts 
*• raii^^^rMher imputed it U> the art and condnct 
of th«r general in coming so suddenly to the relief 
of Ws men 5 so thaft either side psUted *« iftitath 
^ iaHnqueanfmh/^^>*''mntuttfy irritated against <^ 
^Mother. !s h then ui the; least t>i%^ble^ or c^ 
A9 
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it be for a moment credited, that, when both stdei^ 
parted thus mutually prqiared for another brush,^ 
the Caltdenjsms would ever allow the Romans to 
march through the most fertile, and by &r the most 
populous of their territories, and even to cross two 
of the largest rivers of thetr kingdom, before they 
attempted to measure their strength again with 
them ? No ! it is utterly incredible. But, to set 
the que^on forever at rest as to its bemg a Ro» 
man battle, besides the Roman vessels already 
alluded to,— the vast number of Rpman urns 
found,--*the burning, of the dead in the various 
places where the battle raged, which are known to 
have been only practised by the Romans, while ia 
this country, — ^the foundations of a Ronon town 
have been discovered in the immediate vicinity of 
the field of battle, and also Roman coins of the 
then reigning Emperor Domitian }-— all which prove 
in the most incontestible manner what is contend* 
ed for. Each of these will be more particularly de« 
9cribed in dieir respective places. It is universally 
a^ed that it was Julius Agricola^ a brave and 
prudent conunsmder, who was acting for Domitian 
as his lieutenant-general at this time in Britaii^ and 
that he commanded the Romans in this battle; 
but, before attempting a more particular descripticA 
of it here, let us advert a little to his military at- 
ichievements previous to this, and endeavour to 
trace hu lineof march from his entering into North 
Britain, by the vestiges of it that he has left be- 
hind him^ and the various antiquities connected 
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ACCOUNT OF ROMAN ANTIQUITIES* 5 

inth it. His immediate predecessors were Petllius 
Cerkilie and Julius Frontinus, both excellent ge- 
nerals. The former of these first broke the force of 
the Brigantes/ a brave and warlike people, who in- 
habited the counties of Durl^am, Lancashire, West*: 
moreland^ and Cumberhnd, the last of which the 
Cumbri afterwards inhabited, from whence it d&* 
rived its name ; and, after many severe and bloody 
encounters, they were finally subdued. His 8uc« 
cessor, Jutius Frontinus, subdued the Silures, who 
are ^id to have been also a brave race of people,, 
and for a considerable time withstood die power 
of the Roman arms. They inhabited the eastern 
part of South Wales, mcluding Brecknockshire 
and Monmouthshire, on the banks of the river. 
Severn ; as also Hereford, Radnor,*and Shropshires, 
to the northward. It was reserved for Julius A« 
gricola, who was sent over by the Emperor Vespa- 
sian, to subdue the Ordovices, a hardy, brave, 
and warlike people, who inhabited North Wales, in« 
eluding Montgomery, Merioneth, Carnarvon, Den- 
bigh, and Flint- shires, as also the Isle of Angle* 
sea. These people are said to have made the^ 
greatest opposition to the Roman arms, and to have 
been the last in being brought undo: their sub^«« 
tion in all South Britain* 

From the Isle of Angldsea, he is 82ud to have 
crossed over to the Isle of Man, which lies conti- 
guous } and, s^er subduing the Manks, and settling* 
matters there, to have crossed over to the south 
end of Lower Calloway, where we have evident ^ 
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vestiges that he bad been there. He seems ti> bkte 
hiided either at the Isle of Wbithora, or westward 
attheBhy df Olenlace^ as there is one g€ his campe 
to be seen aboqt three nulca north west firom the 
town of Whithorn. 

This town would no ddabt be ea&sting efcn at 
that early period^ as it is said to he rery antient^ 
and was originally caHed Candida Casa^ which name 
it obvbttsly had receired from the Romans at the 
time, perhaps from the white sinning tents or huts 
t)f the soldiers erected abpot it, aH the words Can^ 
dida (^am signify, in opposition perii^sto Ctfi^ 
Ktgray % city so called on account of its black 
tents, situated hi Africa, within the Eoman dorni* 
nions« 

The town retabed this name for the space of se« 
veral hundred years, even long after the foundation 
of the Monastery that wad built here some tinle in 
the fifth centujry, being one of the earUesfe after the 
Introduction of Christianity. Though stiU retamtng 
the name of WbHe^ the Casa had afterwards been 
abered into that of Hom^ perhaps from the mto** 
Her in which the town had been butlt, behig long 
and narrow, wkb a bend in it, something resem<* 
blind the fiorm of a horn, and, )ofaiing these two 
together, making it Whithorn. Or rather, as the 
tame of the town Was anciently spelled Whttdiarn, 
with greaceir pcobabiUty it may hate taken. th« 
name from that white coarse cloth which still re* 
lams the name of Ham^ and with whkb the tents 
my hive bcea coTered^ 
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The tam/s of sud cbth is obviously of great an« 
tlquity^ and was used to be promised to senranti 
when feeing or ei^^aging them to service* From time 
immemorial, till after the middle of last century, so 
many ells or yards of ham were promised them 
besides thdr wages, and given them by what was 
called bounty«^loth for coarse shirting, next to 
sackcloth. The venerable nuns of the Monastery 
are still stsmdtng ; and, close adjoining to them, is a 
remarkable sid>£erraneous passage vaulted over, and 
leading a far way to the we^ward ; the mouth, or 
outlet of it, is as yet stiU unknown, though it is 
generally told in the place that, in order to make 
the experiment as to where it led, a dog was forc« 
ed mto it, luid that he ran under ground the dis* 
Csmce of about seven miles westward towards the 
Bay of Glenlttce. At any rat^ it must extend to a 
great distance, as the country is level for a long 
way in the direction of it ; and a very respectable 
man, ^ho went with me to show it, told me that, 
when a boy at school, in a frolic, he went so far 
mto it that he heard a water that runs about half a 
mile north cf it making a tioise over his head; and 
then he began to be alarmed for his safety, and re« 
turned back. 

The skeletcm of a Urus was dug up, about thirty 
years ago, m a moss a little south from the town^ 
Happening to remain one night at Keswick, in Cum- 
berland, after seeing the £uned lake of that name 
adjoining to it, I went, as strangers usually do, to 
view the famous museum^ kept at th^it time, by a 
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Mr Crosthwait ; and^ among other curiosities ^hewtlj 
was the forefront of the head of this Urus, or, as i( 
was sometimes called, a White Scotish Bison, with 
the horfis, or rather the shcks or flints upon which 
the horns grew, extending to betwixt three and 
four feet from the tip of the horns, and in thick«> 
ness above the size of an ordinary man's leg* Mr 
Crosthwait told me chat it was found nigh the Isle 
of Whithorn. Being necessarily obliged to come^ 
by way of this on my return to the north country, 
I made it my endeavour to inquire more particu- 
hrly about this* Urus ; and fortunately the very 
man I inquired at happened to be one of those 
who helped to dig it up* He told me the whole 
skeleton was found, enormously large in size, and 
in pretty good preservation ; that it was all carefully 
packed up and sent by sea to the museum stt Kesv 
wick, to be landed at Whitehaven ; but it is sup- 
posed that the sailors, not thinking it worth their 
pains to carry a parcel of huge bones, had throwi^ 
them over board, as none but the bead and horns 
ever arrived there. The camp previously mention- 
ed, which is unquestionably Roman, and obviously 
one of Agricola's, I also went to see. It seems to 
be one of the largest size, and in as good preser* 
vation as any to be seen in the kingdom. I had 
not time to measure it, but I think the people told 
xne that it included three acres, but whether ex- 
clusive of the fosse and rampart, I do not reco^ 
Icct. 
The fosse seemed to be about seven or eight feiex 
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deep, even after die great lapse of time since itf 
prigiiial formation ; and it is highly probable that it 
senred die Romans all the time they wer^ in that 
country, as I never heard of any other camp in 
that quarter* After subduing the people in Lower 
Galloway, opposite to the north of Ireland, th^ 
Romans appear evidently to have directed their 
line of march towards the interior of the island, 
nearly in the line of road that leads to Edinburgh, 
still keeping towards the north-east in an oblique 
<iirection, as their camp^ and moats, or forts, plain* 
Ij point Q^t, 



CHAP. IL 



Containing a short account of AgrkoWs several 
Campaigns. 

Julius Aoricola was sent Into Britain as gover- 
nor, under Vespasian, to succeed to Frontinus, to- 
wards the end of Vespasian's reign, which, accor- 
ding to Tacitus, was in thp year 78 of the Christian 
era. He subdued the Ordovices and^the Isle of Mo- 
na or Man, as well as the Gallovidians,. that year, 
V^hich includes his first campaign. He seems to 
j|iave penetrated as far ais the river Nith in his s^ 
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eond cttmp^gn^ \rtiieh answers' to die year ?9* 
Vespasian dyk^ about the end of the preceding 
year, his son Titus^ who succe^kd him, iuu)wiiig 
the great merit of Agrkola, continued him etUi in 
hit government } and he all along approved hua* 
Mlf worthy of the confidence reposed in him. Hit 
second campaign commenced in the ^ring of the 
year 79, in which he is said to have taken the 
field again, and to march toward the north, where 
he extended his conquests. He observed that the 
Romans commonly lost in the winter what they 
gained in the summer, because they durst not ven* 
ture to quarter in the conquered countries, which 
were too much exposed. In order to remedy this, 
he resolved to build forts in proper places, where 
garrisons might be kept in winter always ready to 
repulse or to overawe the enemy. As he was a 
great master in the art of fortification, " these 
^^ forts were built and situated in such manner, 
^' that the Romans were never under a necessity of 
*' quitting them, nor the enemies ever able to take 
** them/* This passage of Tacitus is scarcely ere* 
dible; there is evidently a good deal of compli* 
ment in it to Agricola, the historian's father in-law 
and favourite hero, and seems not to be very con* 
distent with another passage, Perdomita Britannia 
et statim amissa^ Hist. L. 1. c. 2. In their pro- 
gress northward, the vestiges of their march are 
not so distinctly traced through the mountainous 
parts of Upper Galloway ; but the line that the pub- 
lic road takes, crossmg the Cree at Newton-Stewart, 
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UddiBg by the line of road acn>8g tb« Dee to the ca^ 
{HtaU 19 iiuked the only practicable one { and there i$ 
some evidence tbstt they had crossed the river Ken 
cpposice to the village of Dalry^ rather than at New 
Galloway, th^ road by which i$ three miles farther 
about, About six cr seven miles beyond Dalry^ 
in a wild ^uestered muir, we find evident vestige 
of their march in this direction still remainlnir, visf 
an famHense collection of stcmes now all grown 
over with mos8« I stopped for some time and con^ 
lemplated them with utter astonishment, to con* 
aider how, or for what purpose, such an immense 
and utterly incalculable number of these could be 
brought together in such a remote and desert place* 
The most probable conjecture I can form is, that 
the Roman army had been passing this way about 
the 18th of March, which was held by the Rod- 
mans as the feast of Bacchus, styled Liberalia, or of 
Mercury* R. Elias Ascenaz says, that the religious 
hcmor which was paid to Markolis, (the same 
as the Anubii of the Egyptiansi as the Hermes 
of the Greeks, and Mercury of the Romans,) con« 
si^ed in throwing stones together into an heap$ 
and the whole army had been engaged in sacri* 
fidng to him in this manner* It will be attempted 
^h&rmkxAt to be shewn, that the inhabitants of the 
Homan towns, that have been formerly and of late 
discovered, had sacrificed to Bacchus in offering 
those stoned that seemed to be sacred to him, 
which are still to be seen on the hills adjacent to 
the townsy and which are uninense in thmr number^ 
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and also of a particular nature* It is well known 
that the chariot of Bacchus is represented as being 
drawn with tygers, lions, and lynxes, as emble- 
inatical or descriptive of the wild sequestered places 
where the rites of his worship were celebrated ; as 
it is only in such places that these savage and fero- 
cious animals are supposed to be found ; as also 
further intimating that those who indulged most 
freely in those Bacchanalia wished to be retired, or 
faid from the pubUc gaze. The vast collection of 
stones referred to, apparently many hundred cart 
loads, is to be found about half way betwixt the 
village of Dairy and that of Mcmyhive on the 
south inde of the road, and to the west-ward of the 
'Stream called the Castle water, from Castlefem, 
an old place on the banks of it, till, after entering 
that pass through the hills, it meets with two other 
waters all at one point, which three conjoined con* 
stitute the considerable water of Cahn, a little 
below the village of Monyhive, and from whence it 
obviously derives its name. Both of these ancient 
words are still retained in our language, mony for 
tnany^ and the word hivi is used when bees are 
sadd to hive by a vast assemblage of them collected 
together. I understand there is a similar collection 
of stones, if not still larger, to be seen in a muir 
in Aberdeenshire, in the line of Severus's march to 
the north, about ISO years after this, and which I 
have no doubt had been left there by his army when 
thus sacrificing to Bacchus, or Mercury. On the left 
bank of the Cairn, a little below this^ and not half 
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21 irnle above the Church of Glencaifn, we find 
the foundations of one of the forts which Agricola . 
had built for overawing the district of Glencaim, 
still called in the country a Roman tnoai. There 
19 also another very remarkable and most stupen« 
dous moat, a good way south from this, situated 
on the left bank of the water of Urr, about lO 
miles we^ from Dumfries, it is difficult to deter« 
mine whether this one be natural or wholly artifU 
cial } it is very large, and rises from the plain^ 
contiguous to the river, like an insulated rock ia 
the midst of the ocean* It has two terraces, ono 
rising above the other, and the second or upper 
one not half so lafge as the other, which is so con- 
siden^, that the plough has found its way inta 
k^ as the man who shewed it said that he had hel|y^ 
ed several years to cut down the com growing o» 
k» It is also called the Moat of Orr, or rathet 
Urn Though it is a considerable time since I saw 
k, yet, so far as I recollect, the lower (xie will 
contain about half ap acre of ground, rising about 
10 or 12 feet high ; and the higher one, a great de^ 
contracted, and rismg about 10 or 12 £eet above 
the first, is nearly 80 feet in height above the bed of 
the riven It has much the appearance of being ar« 
tificial, and, if so, must unquestionably be a mpst 
stupendous work of human art, and, for its or^in^ 
must also be referred to the Romans ; but I ani 
rather incUxi^d to think that it is partly natural and 
partly artificial. This one on the west, and the 
%itmg one at Burnswark, on the east of Dum* 
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fnesj with the forts at CaerlftTerock^ Caerruchan, 
and Caerdonness, all which namea point out that 
, there had been forts erected at them, would have a 
tendency to check the whole of the southern coast 
all the way to the Solway Firth. Crossmg the 
country still towards the north* east, in the line of 
foad from Monyhive to the river Nith, and on the 
left bank of the Water of Scare, a little above 
where it falls into the Nith, and nigh the Kiric of 
Kier, the Romans had another station or post of 
#bservation; and a most commanding station it 
flmst have been, as it would have a full view of 
the pass up the Nith, from Dumfries by Closebum, 
as well as the one from New 'Galbway by Pen- 
pont. We never find the name of Kicr, but that 
jriace has a most extensive view, suited by its Atn* 
atk)tt for commanding a pass, or for extensive ob« 
iervation, and plainly pc»nting out by its name 
that the Romans had a station at it* I know 
there are other two places of that name fkrther 
north } the one is a little north from Stirling, a 
^rt way above the confluence of the Forth and 
Teath, and well adapted for commanding the pdssi 
to the northward by the west end of the Ochill 
hills. The other one of that name is m Upper 
Stratheam, about two miles west from Duplin^ 
upon an eminence on the north bank of the river 
Earn, and close by the great road that kads be* 
twixt Stirling and Perth, a little way south of the 
Roman paved way through the wooded parks of 
Cask. It is one of the most commanding stations 
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.for an extensive view any where to be found, c^m^ 
prehaiding a view of tfae whole of Upper Stradu 
earn; and no troops could pass north or south 
through Lover Stratheam without being observe! 
by the garrison. I am fully of opinion, then, that 
there have be^i Roman stations at all these three 
places named Keirs,— 4he same as the old Britkh 
word Caer, a fort ; and no places coirid be better 
adapted for these than they appear to have been. 
The Romans evidently seem to have crossed tiie 
river Nith, much about the place where tbs toad 
from the south now lies, nigh the beautiful house 
of Drumlanrig, beloi^mg to the Queensberry ess 
tate. That they have been here, they have gtvea 
the most indubitable evidoicei by leaving behind 
them one of the most precKHis relics of anti<}uity 
any where to be found, though, alas ! it may be 
now ssdd to be no more, or m utter ruias* 

Tfae antiquity referred to is nothing less dian a 
small round buying that Agricoia had erected 
upon the left bank, in a bend or curve of the 
Vitik. As the river here k very beautiful, and s^« 
parently much about the ace of the T&er at jfiLome, 
and also further resembles it in running southward, 
as that filmed river does, it if evident they had, 
from some such c€»m(terations as these, given k 
the name of the Tibris, which name the mins of 
the building stttl retain. It is, indeed, somethkig 
remarkaUe that t)m name, obviously given it by 
the Romans, has been £suthfully retted in the 
country, wkh very little variation^ being pronoun* 
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ted Tbb^v; x^trkh two b's instead of onCf Tibeiis 
or Tibris. This is allowed by a4I the countiy 
stroimd to be a Romati work ; smd they necessarily 
iafin* that the Romans had been there, which must 
be allowed to be very natural and just. They^ 
however^! conjecture that Tibbers4& a contraction 
of Hberius, and that it was he that had crossed 
here, and erected this tower to his memory. In 
this opinbn^ however, 1 think they are not so hap* 
py, as it is well known that Tiberius was never in 
Britain ; and, besides, he was dead more thsm fifty 
years before this was erected. It is something ex- 
traordinary that this remarkable antiquity has never 
been previously taken notice of by any antiquary or 
tourist, so fia^r as I know. It was only on account 
of my beu^ iA the populous village of Tbornhill, 
about two ihilea below this^ that I came to learn 
the particulars about it } and the subst^uKe of what 
I CQuM learn, upon particular inquiry at different 
old peof^^ was that it was a small round building 
of stone, vrithout any appsu'ent cement, much re^ 
semblingl the one that stood till lately, 1742, on 
the left bank of the river Carron, called Arthur's 
Oven. 

The unfortunate demolition of both these valu« 
able Roman antiquities is evidently to be ascribed 
to very different causes* The one was wilfully de* 
molished by the hands of a neighbouring proprie« 
tor, for the purposes of mending a mill-dam in the 
vicinity, who, iK)t to say any worse of it, certainly 
•showed a very depraved and uncukivated taste, hy 
5 
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mrdwtiiigly d.em^Iishivg such a poble monument 
^ llomaQ Equity for such ^ ps^Ury consideratioiu 
The rum of the other, which plainly appeared to 
havf^ li^en oqcf a building, sterns evidently to be 
irather owing to the laps^ of time, and the iitopo- 
tucus inundation of the river, wl^ch sfiep^ to 
l^ave overwhelmed itt and choaked it up wit^ 
stones and channel, brought down from the higher 
grounds in great gpeats or inupdations. Some of 
the oldest people remember part of the wall standi 
ing pretty high, 4pme time ab^ut the middle of last 
q^ntury, As tbjs one, however, was obviously 
the first erected of the tWQj thf one on the banks 
Qf the CarrQn ^pp^i? tQ m^ tQ be in imitation of^ J^ 
pr a mod^l tak^n froin» the Qther, and perhaps w 
greeted ^r the Wffle pvrpo^^t Horsely, who 
hs^d taken the p^s tQ ipeasure th? one on the 
CsuTQn» Biakeg it tQ be 22 feet high by la^ in dia- 
lE^ter ; ^ we may fupposie that the one on the Nith 
h^ been oniginally about the san^ dimensionsy 
^ugh I believe this may be yet ascertained as to 
its foundation* if any person would take the trou« 
bte of digging around and down into the founda.- 
ti^n, which, I believe, atill Remains. I only got n 
eursory view of it taken, aa I was accompanied, on 
^a^ occasion, by an English rider, who had no 
time to wait. I therefore lost the only opportunity 
that ever might have occurred of ascertaining its 
diameter. The circumstance of the name of the 
Tibris being given to it, and which it has in a man« 
ner all along retahed, makes me conjecture, with 

a 
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great probability, that it had been a Temple of ^sctiS- 
lapius, the God of Physic, in commemoration of, or 
as a model of, the cme which we learn was dedicated 
to him in an isle of the Tiber. We read from the 
Roman history* that the Romans, being grievously 
afflicted with the pestilence, sent ambassadors to 
bring from Epidaurus to Rome the sign of iEscu« 
lapius, which was a serpent, that went aboard of 
its own accord, in which it appeared to them the 
God dwelt« as it was in that form he was there 
worshipped. When the ship came to the isle in 
the Tiber, the Goci landed there of his own accord, 
and a temple was consecrated to .£sculapius. Ovid 
alsof gives a poetical account of it : That in that 
place JEaculapius is worshipped in a statue of a 
human figure, with a staflF in his hand, and a serpent 
twined roimd it* As ^sculapius, then, in heathen 
mythology, was said to be the son of Apollo, who 
was also called the God of Medicine or Physic, and 
who was worshipped in the same manner as the 
other, — 2, cock being sacred to both, — I think it is 
highly probable that this had been a temple dedr« 
cated either to the one or the other of these 
heathen deities, or conjunctly to both. I am ra- 
ther inclined to think that, though it may have been 
aon^ally built to iElscula|nus, yet that it was in 
subordination to Apollo. What has a tendency 

• Til Liv. Epitome, Lib. 11. 

t Ovid. Mctamorph. Lib. 17* Fab. 50. 
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the more to strengthen my conjecture is that, in 
this, is well as in the building of all the other fottS 
formerly mentioned, the moats ott the Cairn, on the 
Urr, the Scare, and also one on the Clyde to be 
afterwards mentioned, as well as the round temple 
that stood on the left bank of the Carron, there has 
been particular attention paid to placing them in 
such a position that the rivers are all directly on the 
south of them, where Apollo, Phoebus, or Sol, (for 
under all these three diflFerent names he was wor- 
shipped,) would be supposed to be in his meridian 
altitude. Amongst all the supposed deities of the an« 
dent system of Heathen Polytheism, and the great- 
ly diversified modes of worship given to them, one 
would be apt to silppose them least culpable iii 
ascribing divinity to this splendid luminary, being 
the brightest emblem and most expressive represen* 
tative of the Deity of all the works of His hands^ 
in the whole inatiimate creation; the Sun being 
viewed by all nations, who felt his most salutary and 
benign influences, as the all active and invigorating 
cause by which nature was so ofteh renovated, af- 
ter being in a state of deeay, making it assume a 
youthlike beauty and verdure, thus atmually raised 
to life from a state of deathlike torpor and inactivi- 
ty, by participating in his energetic and vivifymg 
influence* 

— It is generally allowed that the worship of the 
Sun, Moon, and Stars, was the most ancient kind of 
idolatry, long before images were introduced. The 
Chaldeans, the Persians, and purticutarfy the I^gyp^ 
B 2 
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tians, were early addicted to this kind of idol wor- 
ship. According to Diodorus Siculus,* ** The 
*^ most ancient people of Egypt/' says he, " behold* 
*^ ing the world ahove th^m^i^ and astonished with 
** the sight of the universe, did think the Sun and 
^ the Moon were the two principal and eternal 
** Gods J the latter they called IsUj and the former 
** Osirisy agreeably to the etymology of the name ; 
^ for if you explain Osiri$ by a Greek word, it wiHi 
^^ signify many eyes} and justly, since the Sun^ 
" stretching his rays every where, beholds the whole 
^^ earth and seas as with many eyes.^ So we plain« 
ly see that these two Egyptian deities, Osiris andj 
Isis, were just these heavenly luminaries, the Sua 
and Moon, that were so long worshipped as their 
principal idols. The hieroglyphical representatioa 
of a circle with wings, and a serpent, which i& (^eur 
to be seen upon the friea^e over many of their an«* 
cient columns and obelisks, is supposed to have 
some aUusion^(though much corrupted), to an idea 
of the Trinity. Hence, Sanchoniathon, who wrote 
1200 years before the Christian era, about the time 
of the Trojan war, in the fragments that are preser# 
ved of his Phoenician history ,f says, ** Jove is awinge4 
*^ sphere out of which a serpent is brought forth. Thc^ 
^* circle implies the divine nature, without beginning 
^* or end ; the serpent shews his word, which anu 



« Bibl. Hist. Lib. i. Cap. 11. 

\ StiUipgflcet, Orig. Sacr. Ltt. L 2r 
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^ imrtes and fnrctifies the wbrld ; and tlie wings rt« 
^^ fer to the spirit of God, which vivifies the worid 
^ by this motion/' Sometimes the globe or spheres 
with the seipent only were placed in the adyta of 
their Temj^es, nnich resembling the Greek letter 
^; and as the Romans borrowed the most of 
their idol^^rous worship from the Greeks and Egyp« 
tians, it is highly probable that it was in allusion to, 
or as a model of this, that the Temple just now refine 
red to on the Nith was erected, as it was evidently ia 
this shape. 

We now go on to endeavour to trace furdier 
the Romans in their line of march and conquest 
towards the great scene of their operations. A** 
bout five miles from the Nith towards the norths 
east, still ke^ng the nearest line of road towards 
Edinburgh, we meet with another indubitable evi* 
dence of their having been here, in another of the 
beantifu! camps they have left behmd, still, it is 
believed, in excellent preservation. This camp 
stands about one nule above die church of Duris* 
deer, m diat opening of the mountains nigh the 
road leading by Elvanfoot to Biggan Agricola is 
iaid in hi^ third campaign, which answers to the ^ 
year 80^ to have advanced as far as the river Tweedy 
and to have fortified his conquests with castles and 
fortresses in several places. In corroboration (^ this» 
and as an evidoice that we are sdll tracing him in 
his principal line of camions, we find another 
6f his camps on the left bank of the Lyne Wateft 
which fftlls into the Tweed. This one stands a lit- 
tle south from the line of the present road to £din* 
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burgh, in the parish of Newlands, so far as I reeol<* 
lect, a little above the confluence of the Lyne and 
the 1 weed* Although, no doubt, he erected many 
of these forts on both sides of his line of march^ 
yet it would be equally foolish as impossible for 
any one, at this immense distance of time, to pre* 
tend to find all these out. There are some of 
them, however, which obviously point out them- 
selves as such ; one of them is to be yet found 
standing on the Clyde a little west from Lamii^* 
ton. This is also evidently a Roman moat, or an« 
dent fort ; and forms a most beautiful and conspi* 
cuous object from the public road down the south 
side of the Clyde. The river here runs near to the 
north«east ; and this, with all the other moats, is 
placed in such a situation as to have the river 
directly to the south of it, and is also placed 
nearly in the centre between the two waters of 
Duneton and Roberton, little more than half a mile 
from either of them, where they fall into the Clyde. 
Still farther north-east betwixt Lamington and Big- 
gar, Tinto, a beautiful ccmical hill, points itself 
out as another fortress ; and a most excellent, strong, 
and commanding one it would be. Though I 
must confess I was not on the top of it, yet, from 
the account I got of it, there have been strong 
works erected upon it, which yet appear, and 
which are vulgarly ascribed to Wallace, the Scots 
hero, but are undoubtedly of a far more ancient 
date. That Wallace may have been there, I shaU 
not here dispute; but that such strong works, as 
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tbese seem <mce to have been, according to the 
aGcoiim given of them, were ever erected by him^ 
ibert is not the least shadow of probability. Though 
it be a little high, yet it is not more so than the Hill 
of Bumswark in Annandale, which is universally 
allowed to have had a strong Roman- work or for- 
tress on the top of it. As Tinto commands a most 
extensive view of the Lower Clydesdale, about 
Glasgow, and down the Clyde, all the way to 
Dumbarton and the mouth of the Clyde, as well as 
the western part of where the Roman wall was 
afterwards built, it is highly probable that, from 
the top of Tinto, Agricola, seeing that the firth of 
Clyde ran so far inland, when he advanced farther 
east, and also perceived that of the Forth running 
so far westward, he may have formed the plan of 
uniting these two by a line of forts, which he after* 
wards effected. A stranger, in travelling from , the 
south, and coming in a manner all at once upon 
the Clyde, is very apt to mistake it for the Twepd, 
as I certainly did, especially after following its 
course for so many miles in the same direction that 
I knew the Tweed ran, until I came to Laming- 
ton, and could scarcely credit the hostess of the 
inn when she told me it was the Clyde. This, 
however, is nigh its ne plus ultra in this direction, 
taking a sudden turn here, and running a far way 
in an opposite direction. These twp beautiful ri- 
ven, the Tweed and the Clyde, take their rise in 
the same hill, and their sources, being very near 
each other, but the Clyde, taking a long an4 
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clltuitous course, aitet collecting nArif tributi^ 
fttre^ms^ by the time it has arrired hfere, his assulRi^ 
fed the appeatance of a considerably large ziiA 
beautiful river j and still continuihg its cburse, iais if 
hitent upon joining the Tweed, and n^ngling theif* 
kindred streanls together, and also iugmehtiiig tfi6 
latter greatly by bringing a vast ateessioh of N;ratef' 
along with it, which, but for the high ground dft 
ihe south base of Tinto, it certainly Would have ef. 
iected. Here, however, Tinto interposes an effi^ctual 
barrier to the course lof the Clyde in ihis diredtion, 
which, after winding reund its base a little way, as if 
in quest of a passage, and taot finding bne, takei k 
sudden turn, as if in disgust, and for several milefc' 
Hecedes in the opposite direction^ till it meets M^tiSt 
the water of Douglass, a considerable stream j a^ 
then, ill a north and north-west direction, they roll 
on together, Istill atigmendng in theiir coutse, and 
JForming s6vetal beautifiil cataracts, tihtil they bi 
ihgulphed in the Atlantic Ocean. 

In Agricola^s fourth campai^, Which ataswer% 
to the year 81 » he is said to hate subdued t^ 
nations inhabiting the country between the TWee4 
and th£ two firths of Gl6tta and BodbtVia, i]^# 
balled the firthis of Clyd6 and Fofth. Thes6 t#d 
hnns of the skA ektend so ht uilaiid, that tfae^ 
JForm an isthmus bf only bttwkt SO and 4d 
miles. Upoli this fisthmtts he r^sed fbrts^ ztA 
planted galrrisbtals, for the security of the koAa& 
province, which he had extended thus far. Thi 
line bf fort^ which he ra^ » said to ettend ajdii|; 
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ik ib^ 1^ vAiett the Romaa wall tras afterwarA 
higan to be built by LoUius Urbicus, and ftnished 
by AntohkiU^ Ptoi, txtendihg ftom Gser-riddto oH 
^ Forth^ to West KMpatrick on the Q^de: 5& 
tiiat, by iM^ mie^s^ the nations yet nnco^ufered 
might be is&id t«> be peat up as in a separate islandi 
During these oparatk>n»> I sU{^>o6e that the Ronuoi 
irmy had had a (cattip as well as a stadoti abcmt 
Gaftieton^ i»e^ the banks c( the Canal, a Imle wect 
frota Falkirk. It seems to have been a Ronmn 
ktation, ftom lAoAu^aits of Ron^n antiquity ^d 
to haVe been foUnd about it, such as stones dug up 
Widi inik:ripdd^ (m thetn, mentioned by Buchanan^ 
proving them t6 be of Roniail origin. It appeu^ 
to Imve be^h one of ihdr C/istrA asHvA or Mberni^ 
summer or winta: qualters, or perhaps both, ad<* 
jdni^g to w^h the ^dkrs had buildings erected 
m which they lodged^ forming a sort of town, to 
Which the ^tatioft was in the natuf^ of a dtadd^ 
I%e eaYnp to^ the road bet«rikt Edi^tyurgh* and 
Didkdth> about a mile north from the latter pla%e» 
is called the Ronis^ ci^p^ as unquestionably it is ( 
but I suppose it not to have been one oi Agrioola^s^ 
ii it teeib^ to diffar a l^tte fiom tte fc^m of h& 
wttfps^ ^^towt ascnbed to Ag^ifeola bdnjg; longer, b| 
^oit ^ ^ oblo!i% ^i^re^ ^K^iei-eaa this is vc^tlk 
inl^EU^ to a square, llus oi^ in toy humblft 
opinion seems rather to have been one ^ Sevettas^ 
eSMips^ and pethaps <mt of thete taUed C4^ttA Sta^ 
tlbk^ saan^g campi^ whQi:€ h^biif Mvt coftdnfr* 
«i fidir «oote fim^, belftg li^plsed t^ hS» l!«et from 
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Pbrtobello^ not hr off, or Fisher^row at the moutb 
of the Esk, the former of which seems obvknisiy to 
kave been a port of the Romans, from its name, evi<* 
dently of Roman origin, signifying the War Port or 
the haven for landing materials or supplies for carry- 
ing on the war. The Roman paved way yet remain* 
ing in the vicinity, called the Fishwives Causeway, 
points it out as having been also formed about this 
time for conveying, with more convenienoe and 
speed, the supplies brought by his fleet to lus army. 
We have accounts that he had a very numerous 
army, and would require large supplies, which 
could be easily procured by his fleet ; for there is 
every appearance that his line of march was from 
the east, as the fleet could coast it all the way nigh 
in view of the army. There has also lately been 
found a Roman bronze bason, dug up in a ditch 
tn the vicinity of Haddington, which, it is highly 
probable, had been left by Severus, or some of his 
army, in passing at this time. From the descrip- 
Uoal got of it from one of the present bailies, it 
appears to resemble much one of those vessels late- 
ly found at BalcanquhalL I also learn that there 
has been a large Roman urn and other antiquities 
lately found near Portobello, which plainly indi« 
cate that it has been a place of great antiquity, 
and of greater resort by the Romans than is gene- 
rally supposed. 

Agricola, in his fifth campaign, which answers 
to the year 82 of the Christian era, is said to have 
led bis army beyond the Firths, where he discover- 
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«d countries and nations whose very names wero 
previously unknown to the Romans. Some of 
these he conquers^ builds forts, and leaves garrisons 
in the western parts, such as Caerstairs, Caerluke^ 
Caermichael, ^hoirlops, Caermunnock, &c. in La« 
narkshire, and still more to the westward, or op« 
posite to Ireland. His design was to attempt th^ 
conquest of that island, that it might be a check upon 
Britain, as he was perfectly well informed of the 
state of the country by a Lord banished from 
thence. The places here alluded to must be Ayr- 
shire, and the coast to the westward about Girvaa 
and Ballantrae, and north as far as the mouth of 
the river Clyde. In the meantime, Agricola com- 
manded his fleet, which seems to have been lying in- 
active some where about the western coast, to take 
a circuitous voyage around the island to discover 
its utmost boundaries ; in doing which, they saw 
the Ultima Tbule^ which is supposed to be the nor* 
thermost of the Orkney Islands, and by which they 
also first discovered Great Britain to be an island ; 
and then, returning along the eastern coast, were 
ready to meet the army against its arrival at the 
Frith of Bodotria or Forth. 

In the sixth campaign, which answers to the 
year 8S, the Roman general passes Bodotria, or 
crosses the Frith of Forth, with his army into Fife^ 
ordering his fleet to row along the coasts, and dis- 
cover the creeks and harbours in those northem^ 
parts. This is said to be the first Roman fleet which 
appeared in those seas, the sight whereof in^ire4^ 
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fhe etiemy with terror, but the Romans ^hh 
iOurage, who, having vetitured upoti those un- 
kltown countries with some dread, were extremely 
aldmated by the communication they had with 
their fleet, which always kept netf the shore, tt 
is plain, however, that the sailing of the fleet be- 
hoved to have been very limited, else they would 
tf necessity soon lose all communication with th^ 
trmy j for they appear to have crossed the Frith 
iome where about the mouth of the Carron, wherd 
Grangemouth now is ; and their fleet might sail 
down the Frith a few miles, and still keep up 1 
tdmmunication with the army for the first and 
siscblid encampments ; but, beyrnid that, they could 
scarcely be said to do so, at least they would ht 
feut of the sight, if not out of the reach, of theit 
fleet. A few miles towards the north-east of wherft 
they are supposed to have crossed over to Fife, wi 
find two of their beautiful camps, about two mile* 
fcorth-west from Dunfermline, pretty near oiw am 
l)ther, being still in excellent preservation, from 
Which the farm they stand on has derived its name^ 
imd is still called The Cafnps, or Catnps of Car^ 
nock, from whence they appear to have marched 
tast behind Aberdour, till they came to Duneam- 
hiil^ and formed another camp opposite to wheri 
dieir fleet had anchored at Burntisland, and theft 
marched north to the camp at Lochore. There ii 
ii Roman camp In the parish of i^trathaven ; and 
iitG proprietor of a farm called Torfoot in that 
Vttinity, when draining a small bog, several yeait 
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ago, found a sealed bottle or jar full of R^ina^ 
coinsy some of them in good preservation, tboug}\ 
a considerable number were nm together by cor-^ 
rosion. While Agricola was advancing toward^ 
the north, a report was spread that the hprthem 
nations had collected a formidable army, and at*% 
tacked the forts built on their frontiers. The new* 
of this armament being confirmed a few days after 
by deserters, the principal officers of ^e army 
advised Agricola to relinquish his conquests, ancl 
retreat in time across the Frith, rather than seem 
to be compelled to it by force. But he rejected 
this advice, as injurious to hb master^s honour ax^ 
mterest« While he was deliberating on this affair, 
he had notice that the enemy were coming upon 
him with a very large army, according to commgn 
veport. Apprehensive of being sorrounded, he dU 
vided his army into three bodies, hearing th<r 
enemy had done the same. This precaution ha<| 
Kke to have cost him dear. For the enemy, having 
intelligence of it, altered their resolution, and with 
united forces attacked the ninth legbn in th9 
Qight, as they lay encamped at a good distance fron> 
the rest of the army. They surprised the advanced 
guard, and, attacking the camp with great fury, ha4 
like to be<;ome masters of it. Agricola, upon notic<? 
of their march, made all possible haste to the relief 
of the legion. But, for fear of being too late, h^ 
ordered the horse to go before, and maintain the 
fight till the rest of the anny came up. The battle 
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ifiras fierce and obstinate, and continued till day-« 
light, so that the Romans were almost defeated in 
thdr camp« But, after fighting furiously for some- 
time after the other legions came up, the enemy 
were obliged to give way, and retreat into the fens 
and mountains. This action is univer^Uy supposed 
to hava taken place at Lochore, where there is 
a camp answering to the description given of the 
battle, at the little village of East Blair, near 
Lochore, where they seem to have wintered j 
and this appears to be the very camp that Mr 
Chalmers, in his Caledonia, supposes to be the one 
in which they received such a severe check from 
tiie Caledonians, by their attacking thdr camp by 
night, and nearly cutting off the whole ninth legion* 
In confirmation of this, when the late Mr Sim of 
Lochore was drainmg the loch, the men found a 
Roman camp kettle, a dart or dagger, a head of a 
battle axe, and some of the burnt ends of the pal* 
lisadoes, which the workmen called Tent Feet: 
A man also, a good many years ago, when plough- 
ing in the neighbourhood of the ruins of an ancient 
building, obviously a Roman fort for guarding 
that great road or pass from the south, found two 
large silver coins ; but, being ignorant of what they 
were, or of the value of them, they were given to a 
travelling pedlar for goods. Here Buchanan sefims 
also to agree with Chalmers, without mentioning the 
place* All that we can learn from the former is, 
that the Roman general, ^^ imidersfanding that the 
** Caledom'ans were about to give him battle, and 

1 
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** marching in three brigades, he drew towards 
^^ them, having divided his army into three dis« 
*' tinct brigades also ; which project almost proved 
*^ his utter ruin. For his enemies, coming to learn 
^^ his design, changed their purpose, and did, with 
^' their whole army, assault one of his legions by 
^* night ; and, having killed thecentinels, went nigh 
^* to have taken his whole camp ; but being pre« 
*^ vented by the coming in of the other legions^ 
^^ after they had fought desperately till day-li^ie^ 
** they were at length put to flight, and retreated 
*^ into the mountains and woods/' This action 
happened about the sixth year of the expedition* 
The partblly successful assault which was here 
made upon the Roman camp, as well as the battle 
that was fought in the spring thereafter, which we 
are about to describe more particularly, was no 
doubt managed by the direction and under the im- 
mediate eye o( the King, who reigned over the 
Caledonians at this time, who was the brave 
Corbredus the Second, sumamed Galdus, or GaU 
gacus, as h^ is named by Tacitus, who is universal* 
ly allowed to have been a worthy and valiant prince. 
The Pictish King, whose capital or place of re- 
sidence was then Abemethy, would no doubt be 
in this battle, as he was most interested in the sue* 
cess of it ; for the Romans were then in his terri« 
jtories, and still penetrating further into the more 
fertile parts of his kingdom. They were, when the 
battle commenced, marching directly upon hk capi> 
tal, and were theft withm tess than five miles of it ^ 
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0ik could not hut put hhn in a great sts^te of alarm 
fer the safety of it, and incite hiii^ to make every 
eSbrt in the power of the combined Kings of the 
Scots an4 Picts, who were then in close alliance, 
and Mfho were both cabled Caledoniana by the Ro« 
Vians. The date of this battle may also be pretty 
nearly determined, if we advent that this is said to 
haTe taken place about the sixth year of Agricola's 
gOTemment; and Corbr^d, who was the Cale* 
donian prince whorfopght the battle with the Ro- 
mans, is said by Buchanan to hstve begun his reign 
in the year of the Christian acra 76, and to have died 
in the 85th year of his rdgn, which would happen 
in 1 1 1 ; but this battle would seem to have been 
fought soon after he began to reign, as he is said 
to have long survived the recal of Agricola, which 
b generally agreed to have taken place not long 
alter this, or very soon after the following battle was 
fought. He is said to have fought the Romans af« 
terwards with better success,— »to have been often 
^ict6rious,i-i*aad at bst to have expelled them from 
his territories, where they were forced to contend 
with the Britons fqr their ancient province, even 
with doubtful success* 

We can learn, alsQ, that the Caledonians were 
much exasperated at the Romans for shutting them 
«ut from commerce with their southern neighbours^ 
the Britons, by the li^e of For^ just then built 
by the Roman general ; ai^d that the Ronvan sol- 
diers were niuch alarmed for their safety, not think* 
ing themselves sufficiently secure in their camp from 
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the attacks of the Caledoniaas, especially after the 
desperate assault they so lately received from them, 
which wQi^ld tend to whet their spirits with re^ 
venge, that they were so outwitted by theau 



CHAP. III. ^ 

Gmng an acctmni of the Battle of Merahford or 
the Lomond Hill^ which Tacitus has mistaken for 
Mount Grampius. 

In Agricoh's seventh campaign, which answers to 
the year 84, the Romans seem evidently to have 
xnarcbed from their camp at East Blair, where they 
had been in winter ifuarters, as early in the spring 
as the weather and the rivers would permit them 
to pass ; and appear to have crossed the Leven a 
little bdow where the Gullet Bridge now stands ; 
to have advanced fc»rward by Scotland Well, Kin- 
nes Wppd, and where the two Balgedies sk>w 
stand; then, at the village of Pittendrtech,.to have 
turned more towards the north-east, through the 
£urm& of Wester and Easter Gospetrie, towards a 
gap or dpenmg in thfe hig|ier grounds oft the other 
side of the vale of {)den, which wouW s^ppear 

C 
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then in view as the most probable and easy passage 
towards Stratheam ; and, in the west ride of diii 
c^>ening, the foresaid precious m(»'sels totheaa^ 
tiquary were found. 

By the time the Romans reached the farm of 
Easter Gospetrie, they would hare a full view of 
the brare Caledonians drawn up on the other side 
of the Eden in order to give them a warm recep« 
lion ; and a warm reception it seems indeed to have 
been. They seem to have crossed the Eden a little 
below where the small village of Burnskle m Burn- 
grange now stands, where, by the j^unction of three 
streams, the Eden assittnes the appearance of ar 
matt riv^, sdH keepii^ the fine of the new pro- 
posed road betwixt Burntisland «id Pertb, ail along 
from where they crossed the Leven, towards the i^w 
toad lately made &om Gfeii£su^ km to Oafeside, 
passing the old castle of Balvaird^ At Bnmsidev 
diey were within less than a ^oartev oE a Boale of 
the Caledonians, havmg only to eross, ia a aoftfaN 
east direction, the eowrth-east angle of the^osm of 
Bonnety, when they entered upcm the lands of 
Edeashead ; and there they came &^t ki dcmtack 
mhk the Caledonians, where a hige caim^ tmtto^ 
upon the march betwist these two land^ strai|^ 
east from the farm-steadmg of Bonnety, Vvhkk 
stood till about these twenty years back, evi- 
dently points out the estrenuty to where the left 
xving of the Roman army had extended. The 
ground seen^ to have been well chosen by the 
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Cakdonsms for liuddng i stand agamst the Ro- 
msjiis^ being firm^ Ugfat, and drjr^ with a gentle Ao^ 
Psemrds thfe soutb zaA savudtleuty hzimg both their 
fianks defiended by strong ramparts bf tnrf or earth 
thrdwh vfi There the bittle te&ms to havi com* 
menced beiwixt the two armies. Withthcir mmds 
sd mutnaHy exa^>erated ajfatmt one arodier^ and tm. 
der two such remwned generals as the teceHent and 
experienced Agricbhy and the brave ind vaHant Cor* 
bred the Sccdod, €»r GaUgacnsj aa he is called by 
TickuSf we inay be assured that the straggle would 
be terrible the time Adt it lasted^ and the slaugh- 
ter iimn^nse. That it was so, ^e ground afl 
akmg whfcre the battle had niged girai abliddaot 
prodf, xiotwithstandii^ the extraordinary la^ of 
170a yearr^ by vast: quantities of bob^, hUf 
burnt asfa^ of bones, pieces of iron, beads^ hrokeil 
urns, &c. which a^e yet fre^endy turded up by 
the plough,^ evte afte^ the genend bunting of the 
deadi whidi the Rbmans ahraiys practised, and 
wluch was evidently done iat aUr the other placet 
vAkir^ ^ badk raged* The ground on which 
tins first rencdntre took pkice was calculated {& 
allowing the brave CaSedoniami to display then^ na« 
tive vailour to ^^vantage ; ami thare th^ seem to 
have done it to pur{>09e^ and to have had decidedly 
the advantage in the first ttni fe lp* Had the Ro« 
mam, then, not betaken themsdvei to those mili« 
tary strat^ems witfe wbich the brave Caledonians 
chairged them, and by which aloxte they gained any 
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advantage over tbem^ they would have been entira^ 
ly worsted, and the victory on the side of the Ca- 
ledonians would have been complete. Here, then, 
their conduct fuHy verifies this accusation ta have 
been but too well-foundedy else they would have 
continued to fight it out^ where each of the armies 
would have had an cqvai chance for the victory by 
mere dint of valour. But that they were not able 
to sustain the first shock of the Caledonian valour, 
their retreat across the Eden abtmdantly demon- 
strates. The Eden, firom where they first crossed at 
Bumside, rufl^ a mik and a half due east, tiU 
it reaches the ancient house of Edenshead, with its 
south bank only a little steep } and, so £str as this^ 
k only has the name of the water of Miglo, from 
whence the town of Strathmiglo derive its name ; 
but, receiving another tributary stitam from the 
north, joining it at the house of Edenshead, it there 
acquires the name of the Eden, and retains it all the 
way till it reaches the German Ocean. From where 
it receives its name^ it runs for about a mile and a 
half, confined within pretty sleep baidcson botb^des^ 
till it reaches a wider plain ; and there it spreads 
out into a ford, which is always passable, except 
^en swollen by rain. The retreat of the Roman 
army across it, about two and a half mil^ ta the 
west, was clearly pointed out, till of late, by the 
large cairn at the jizct where the battle commra^ 
ced, running in a straight line over to another 
caira oa the south side of the river, which, I be** 
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fieve, is still remaining on the east side of the farm 
of Easter Gospetrie, a little to the eastward of a 
dark fir planting. 

From this cairn, their march had commenced 
towards the east, down the south side of the river, 
crossing two streams that fall into the Eden from 
the south, by which the farm of Lappie is bound«p 
ed on the west and east j then entering on the farm 
ef Lacesstown, keeping a little to the south-east, in 
front of where the farm-steading now stands, di- 
rectly upon another cairn that remained, till of late, 
upon the west side of the western farm of Nether 
Orquharts, — but which is, alas ! now no more. All 
these ancient remains of Roman antiquity have 
fallen a sacrifice to the great rage that took place 
for inclosing lands about thirty years ago, or even 
within a less period as to some of them. 
' At this cairn, the Romans seem to have formed 
an obtuse angle, turning a little to the left, and 
inarching due east through the two farms of Nether 
Orquharts, and a little in front of where the farm- 
houses now stand, still proceeding due east through 
Ae farm of Upper Orquhart, till they came opposite 
to the ford formerly mentioned. The Caledonians 
seem to have marched down on the north side of 
the river all the way from where the battle com- 
menced, having the Romans always in view, who 
no doubt would be waiting here, either to oppose 
their passage if they attempted it, or to attack them 
in the rear if they^passed down by it. The Ro- 
mans, would evidently perceive this^ and J4istly 
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conclude that it would be certain destniction if 
they should attetnpt to cross it in face of the whole 
Caledonian army. They seem here evidently to 
have put in execution one of those military strata* 
gems for which the brave Caledonians blamed 
them^ and by which alone they were successful 
against them, by making a feint as if they intended 
to march farther down the country, in order ta 
entice them across the ford ; and, with a view ta 
make the decoy take better, they seem actually to. 
have marched a considerahk way past the ford, 
down to where a large catrn bng stood on the 
&rm of Drumdtiell, a little south of where the old 
tower of Croyston now stands* This evidently 
points out how far the van of the Roihan army had 
advanced* The brave Caledcmians, h'ttle suspects 
!ng the snare which was thus so well laid, seem 
to have been led into it, by actually attempting to 
cross in full sight o( the Roman army. They, 
might be considerably elated by their success ia 
the first rencontre, which no doubt would conduce 
not a little towards making the bait take* Imagin«. 
ing that the Romans were flying away as if van- 
quished, they would heedles3ly rush through to 
make the victory complete ; little aware that this, 
waa the very circumstance which made the scale oi 
victory, evidently oa their side before, tum^ against 
Ihem, and completely incline to the side of the 
Romans For, as soon as the Romans had per- 
eeiyed that the stratagem was y ^ceedlog, and thai; 
the Caliedoni^ army was crosijn^, oi; ha^d. partly. 
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crossed^ the ford, Aey seem to hare wheeled about, 
and advanced down upon them in an oblique di* 
taction, with the extremity of their right wing 
bearing directly upon the passage of the ford, at 
appears from a smaller cairn which I recollect to 
have long stood a little to the south-west of the old 
lower of Croyston, though, alas ! now gone with 
all the rest. Had all these cairns still stood, oa 
both sides of the river, they would have still point* 
ed out to the attentive observer all the movements 
of the Roman army almost as exactly as though he 
bad bera an eye-witness. The Romans appear to 
have come down upon them long before they could 
bring the one-half of their troops over, on account 
of a narrow ravine leading into the ford, so as that 
they could not lead over large bodies of men at 
once, but only in narrow files. This would natu- 
rally brmg on a desperate struggle immediately 
on the south-east of the ford, where the river takes 
a sudden bend to the south*east, and serves as a 
key or inlet to the passage of the ford on the south } 
and whichever party had possession of this impor* 
tant fost would be completely master of the pas- 
sage of the ford. The brave Caledonians nobly 
strove to keep possession of it, in order to cover the 
passage of their troops across, and to allow them 
to form towards the south*west and west, as they 
came oven The Romans, oh the other hand, en- 
deavouring by all means to get possession of a 
place which they would perceive at once to be of 
iuch importance, as that the very success of the 
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bittle dq>ended on it, would no doubt bring 
their forces to bear upon that point ; and, havng 
the advantage, both from the nature of the ground 
and from their troops being already dmwn up, they 
would be better enabled to maintain it. After a 
desperate and bloody struggle, they seem evidently 
to have carried the point, and to have obtained full 
possession of the passage^-^The knob of the han- 
dle or hilt of a Roman sword was found close by 
this a few years ago by the same man who found 
one of the Roman coins*— Notwithstanding those 
brave Caledonians who had ahready {Missed the river, 
\irho no doubt would be the most valiant of their . 
army, appear to have been thus cut off from all 
future succour from their brethren on the north side, 
yet they seem to haye maintained the struggle for 
a long time, and to have fought with determined 
bravery and resolution, till the field was literally 
choked up with the dead. The slaughter here 
seems to have been so dreadful, that, even after the 
extraordinary lapse of seventeen centuries, the 
common traditicm of the country bears,«r^and seems 
to be as fresh in the mouths both of old and young 
as though the battle had been fought only a hundred 
years ago^-^that, after this battle, the river Eden 
i-an red with blood for two days i which tradition, 
being so long kept, seems to be nearly as marvellous 
(IS the circumstance that gave name to the ford, viz» 
Mentis, or Marvellous Ford. Now, it only could 
be the blood of those who fell at this ford, or in thf 
immediate neighbourhood^ which could ever mingU 
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prhh the streaim of the Edoi; &r, hcmemi 
great the ^ughter may have been in the odier 
places vhere the battle had raged, yet they wevc 
at such a distance from the Eden, and the ground 
so dry,«^no rill or bro<^ being near to convey the 
blood that was shed into it^-r-that it never could reach 
it, but be absorbed by the ground. Now, this was not 
thexase here ; for a small brook runs from the south 
into the Eden at Merals ford, and directly through 
the field c^ battle, which no doubt would be chok« 
ed up by the multitude of dead who there fell, and 
which, in some measure, accounts for the truth of 
the tradition ; because, when the Romans came to 
collect and bum the dead, which very probably 
would be the day after the tetttle, diis would make 
the blood run afresh into the river. 

A large body of Caledonians, after they were cut 
off from marching through the ford, by the Ro« 
ma|)s obtaining full possessicm of that pass, seem 
to have gone i^p above half a mile, and to have 
crossed the river at a small haugh or low plain 
ground, — >where the banks of the Eden shelve gradu- 
ally on both sides, a little to the westward of where 
a spinmng-mill now stands,— in order to take the 
Romans in flank, or rather to fidl on their rear ; for 
they seem to have enclosed the brave Caledonians 
in the form of a net,, as s^^ears by the natyre of the 
ground, by the river having a small bend on the west, 
with steep banks, where the left wing of the Ro* 
man army wQuld extend to; and their right wing, 
reaching the other bend near the ford, would thi^s 
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jimveat the Caledoi^ais horn enlarging their fronts 
80 at to fight to any admnta^ In order the bet« 
ter to protect their left vring, tbo-e seems to have 
been a strong rampart raised along the top of the 
banky a considerable way to the westward, and car« 
ried down to the river, making it almost perpendi^ 
cular, though steep of itself before. This makes me 
liilly confiimed in the opimon that the scheme had 
been deeply preconcerted by the Roman General,-^ 
the ground reccmnoitredy-^and the trap as it were so 
fully prepared, as tlut die brave unsuapecdvg Ca« 
kdonians could scarcely fail ialling into it. 

The crossing of that body at the apinniii^ mill 
^eems to have been observed by the Romans ; and 
this would naturally cause them to detach a large 
body of their troops to prevent th^ Caledonian^ 
felling on their flank. This would necessarily bring 
im a sharp engagement ; the Caledonians being en<* 
raged aknost to madness to think that they were 
cut off at the ford from affording help to their brave 
brethren so v^diantly fighting, even though closely 
environed by their enemies* 

A severe and bloody conflict seems to have taken 
place in a park south from the mill, where the Ra« 
Hian detachinent appears to have met the Caledo* 
nians. It must have been extremely bloody to the 
Homans, aAdagreatmuaber of them must have fal* 
len^ from the immense number of the ashes of burnt 
bones found there, lying in hrge pits in the form 
of stone coffios, and covered with thin broad fligs* 
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Now, the ashes of the Cs^kdo^ans, that wcf c burnt 
a,t all the other plactt where the battle rag^d, nev^r 
had that distinction paid to them^ as to hate them 
covered in the form of stone cc^ns, but were left 
as they had been burnt in one coinndon mass. 

There ws^s abo a yery large cairn liiid upon ihese } 
and the proprietor btely told me that {Si^e App. !.)# 
when removing the stones, besides the ashes s^lready 
mentioned, there was also a pit of pure fine sand by 
itself, about ^^s fine as is usually put into ssmd-glaases^ 
which he thinks had been used for regulating the 
fire in burning of the des^d. This cairn stood a 
little north of an ancient Druids' temple, only one 
stone now remaining, out of ten of which It for* 
merly consi^ed. It was erected at the soutli^ 
end of the bolbw, where the engagement had takai 
place, where it appears the Romans hs^d been wait* 
ing ready to attack the Caledonians as soon s^ they 
had come up from the passage of the riyer^ This, 
I think, is still: more confirmed, when the groiind 
i% viewed whiqh the Romans^ occupied, whi<^h it 
more in their £3ivour than the Caledonians ; but, if 
they had been allowed to proceed over the height 
to the eastward, then the grouad would have beea 
decidedly in the favour of the Caledof^ns i butj^ 
after the warm reception they met with, and tl^ 
sound dirubbing they got ft-pm the brave Caledo- 
nians wb^re the battle commenced, they seem to^ 
have been always afraid t9 allow the Caledomana, 
their own choice of the groiind. I visited ^elj r 
tjie field, of battle,, taking amore^pi^rticulv iftspe^;^ 
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tbn of itf la addition to what is already observed, 
I find that the road into the ford from the south, 

for about 200 yards, is through a narrow hollow, 
no wider than the cart tract, but pretty deep, through 
which the small brook runs into the ford, before en- 
tering into this tract, through narrow steep banks. It 
then turns more to the south-west, for about other 
900 yards. It appears plain that it was upon the 
banks of this small brook that the Caledonians had 
been drawn up, with their front to the south-east ; 
crossing it towards the fore-mentioned bend in the 
river, in order to oppose the Romans coming from 
that quarter. The struggle seems to have been here 
so long, and so tremendous, that it is very proba- 
ble that it was literally filled up with dead bodies j 
but that, after the Romans had succeeded in turn-^ 
ing their left wing, and had got possession of the 
ford, it would make them alter their front more to 
the cast and north-east* It is likewise highly pro* 
bable that, after a terrible struggle, they had sue* 
ceeded in turning their right wing, and making them 
fall back, as appears from the nature of the ground ; 
and then they would be cooped up in a narrow 
c?omcr, and either be obliged to fight at a very 
great disadvantage, or to retreat across the river the 
biest way they could. 

There is a pretty steep bank which runs almost the 
Tihole length of the field from east to west, a little 
behind what had once been the southern bank of 
the river, formed by the sudden rush of the waters 
^ter they began to subsidy after, the flood ; and^ 
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If they were cmce driven over that bank. It vraz iat^ 
possible for tbem to rally again. At the west end 
of this bank the Romans had thrown np the fore- 
said entrenchment^ to secure their left flank $ and 
there seems to have been a great slaughter of the 
Caledonians at that place, by their attempting to 
break through, or turn it, as there are two pit^ 
which have bean filled with sculls, which they 
seem to have thrown in without even being at the 
trouble of collecting and burfiing them, as at the 
other places where the dead have been bumt« 
These two pits are a very little in front of the enr 
trenchment on the steep bank of the river, and 
may be easily perceived in the eastern comer of the 
wooded bank. One of them had been opened 
some time ago j and I remen^r to have heard that 
the man who took out the stones came to so many 
sculls, that he became ^^solutely terrified, and 
went home and would work no more at it. The 
other pit seems never yet to have been touched ; 
but, if opened, I have no doubt but the same ap.- 
pearances will be seen as in the other one. Be- 
sides the various places in which the dead have been 
burnt on both banks of that once bloody small 
stream, which have beien already opened, I per- 
ceived another caim or tumulus on its western 
bank, which has never yet been touched, the park 
dike of the enclosure being carried over the top 
of it^ and crossing the brook to the eastward. 
This naturally led me to muse upon the great 
bloodshed which had once, and at $o distant a pe* 
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riod, taken place 6A thit dpot* I vn^ tuiich asmst- 
ted in this, by observing tome of the mouldering 
bones of the bhive Caledonians who fell there, 
wtech had been recently throvim up by the moles 
in their heaps ; and happening to pick up one about 
two inches square, a piece of the sternum or breast^ 
bone, after being exposed to the action of the 
weather for about 1787 years, I took it carefully 
home with me. I know not whether any of the 
gehii, who ai-e represented as presiding over the field 
of battle, was offended with me for encroaching on 
Its precincts or guardianship^ or whether it wished to 
iexhibit some of its heroes in a more amiable pc»nt 
of view } but one who was the instrutnental cause of 
shedding more human blood thin any on record, 
either ancient or modem, nsunely Buonaparte, was 
introduced to me in my sleep, — ^not lildeed as a ruth- 
kss, unfeelmg, bloody warrior, but as an amkble, 
pleasing, and very agreeable companion } and in- 
stead of that distant hauteur for which he is said to be 
so distinguished, he was represented as one of the 
most familijir, easy, and communicative beings ima* 
ginable ; by which he so gained upon me, that I 
was sorry to lose his cotopainy ; but always when I 
wi^ed him to stay wit^ me, he seemed to break off 
abruptly, without my knowing where he went* 
But when be returned next day, and I began gent« 
ly to chide him for leaving me, he seemed to apolo^ 
gise in a very modest and humble manner } but^ 
just as he was about to leave me a second time, and 
when at a short distance from me, by straining 
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myself in crying after him t6 rettini^ ihisawakMied 
tne, and I was tony at being interrupted in enjoyp 
ing svKth a vtty agreeable dream. This ha|4>aiiMl 
about two months before his death. 

Here^ now, t shall take the liberty of quoting a 
Verse from a small colkction of Scoteh potras pub- 
lished by Alexander Douglas, in Stfathmigld, i» 
1 809, in allusion to th^ battle of Mcrakford ; along 
with a foot*note by one who seems to be pretty 
well informed about circumstances connected with 
it:— 

•« When Merals tofd • ran red vrV blood, 

** That was an awful hour roan ; 
** There Scotia's sons most firmly stood, 

•« MaintainM an* gain'd th« stour man/' 



* ^ Mends or Marvelloiis Ford, about a mile west from 
^ Stratfamiglo, on the water o( Eden. Tradition relates that 
*^ a bloody battle was there fought betwixt the Scots and 
** Saxons. The water of Eden was so stained, that it ran red 
" with blood for two days. The adj^ent country bears 
** ample testimony that the day had been warmly contested^ 
«• and extremely bloody. 

** The battle had spread orer the adjoining country. Oii 
<< the lands of Craigfod, l>elonging to Laurence Bonnar^ 
^ Esquire, a vast cairn of stones had been reared ; several 
^ stones of large dimensbns were placed on their ends, and 
" from thence called the Standing' S f ones ; these were lately 
^ taken out, and below them were found ashes, and the 
** fragments of urns, &c. On the lands of Urquhart, be« 
^ longing to John Millar, Enquire, which bounds with Mc- 
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Those who sonrived the camlge at the ford, $»€ 
citjssed the river, s^m to have united with those 
who had retreated after the sharp engagemeatnMr 
the spinning mill, and in such numbas as to induce 
them to giVe battle a third time to the Romans. 

This hst and deq>erate struggle seenis evidently 
to have been on the lands of Craigfod, on the 
head of the fiang grounds, with a gentle do^ to 
the east, where they had the ground of their owa 
choosii^. Yet they appear to have been too much 
weakened, by their great loss sustained at the. ford, 
to have any chance of victory. Notwithstsmding 
this, if we can judge from the effects or lasting mo- 
numents of this engagement, which remained till 



'* rak Ford on die south, a great number of bones, such zs 
<* sculls and large joints of the human body, were found* 
** interspersed with burnt ashes, and laid on beds of white 
** sand. On the lands of Edenshead, belonging to David 
«< Walker, £squiref Upwards of an acre was occupied with 
'* bones and sishes, beads» pieces of iron, &c. The ws!* 
^^ tet of this note has found, almost level with the surface, 
** various bones of the human frame, partly calcined, and 
** others untouched by fire. In this place several urns 
** have been dttg up i one of them is said to have been par« 
** ticularly elegant, adorned with fillets and sprigs. On 
** the lands of Welfield, belonging to George Cheap, Esq. 
<< adjoining to Mentis Ford, on th^ north, a conic hill was 
** levelled, which had been reared by human industry, in 
** a cavity of which was found a deer's horn, which, on be* 
•< ing touched, fell into ashes. There are other cairns in 
<* ihe vicinity untouched*''^ 

S 
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ki Iite^ it also appears to have been very bloody to 
both sides, and well contested to the very lastw 
When that large cairn, which stood in Wellfield po- 
licy, a little to the ri^t of the house, was removed 
about thirty years ago, a vast numbeir of urns full 
of ashes were found, which the workmen called 
cans, and many of them finely carved ; some more 
toarsely than othelrs. One of these is said to be so 
htrge that one of the workmen took it home for a 
butter can, 6 lb. of which it is said to be capable of 
bolding. The greater part were broken and demo- 
fished by the men, many of whom are still alive, 
who pkunly confess they did not know the use of 
them, in the absence of the late Mr Gheape. If 
We could be certain that the Romans did always^ 
m even in general, inhume the ashes of their dead 
in urns, then it plainly appears that the slaughter a- 
mong their troops had been so great as eten to make 
Aem run short of, or to produce ah absolute scar« 
city of urns among them ; because a great number 
of stone coffins full of ashes of burnt bones were 
found in the immediate neighbourhood of the caim^ 
when trenching and improving the ground. Pro* 
bably many others may yet be found. There was 
also a stone coffin found a little south from the 
cairn, ^hen digging a ditch for a stripe of plantings 
on the road-side, containing a very large skeleton 
at full length, with uncommonly large teeth ; but^ 
whenever it was exposed to the atmospheric air, or 
touched, it crumbled down into dust. This, I 
think, had evidently been a person of distinction 
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iOtber stone csoffios, were all in the. immediate vici^^ 

luty of the great cairn. I am inclined to think 

Aiat the urns here were only used for contairnng* 

the ashes of thehr officen^ or persons of ^^nctioa 

ivho fell in battle, and the stone cofliM the ashes of 

^ comnion soidiers. The dead bodiea of the 

ClaledonianSy who fell in the last rencontre, se^n let 

have beea burnt on an eminence about 4D0 yard^ 

to the westward, near tiie fidd of baltlet on ooo 

grand fimeral pile, with sr great tsmsty stones thrown 

upon the spot, and several pretty large upright 

stones^ atandk^ romid it, thooiihf several others had 

been.imdermined 9Xid fallen oiiar. What « noble 

monument of Roman antiquity £ but now, ahs£ 

gone with all the rest of those ancient monumc&tSi» 

The proprietor told* me that theri were mocr 

stones in this cann than built a rood of dyke AS 

square yards ! He also meQtioMdr that thcve was a^ 

capacious pit dug to the depth of ^xnit feor yards^ 

containing an immense quantity of ashes of bonit 

bonea and charred wood, intenmxed wkh layers oS 

pure white sand } then a large (]^antity of stones 

thrown on irregularly ; then a r^ular pavement of 

stones above these, on which were placed small 

leaden coffins about two feet long, all full of burnt 

bone$. Each of these leaden coflins, amounting. 

inaU to seven, had a long stone erected on.^ul 

2boyi th^» but so aupfM^rted as notto press toor 

hard upon, tht- ooffitis.; and, though the lead wa»! 

fnUy the U]iicknei^of two inches, yet it.was.vexyi 
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i>on^ t>( iBomc persons of distinction among thd 
Picts or CaledohianSy who had faHen in this battle. 
These hrge stones placed round the cairn were 
called the Standing Stones ; but, alas I now stand* 
teg no more j only three of the least of them, in^ 
^deed, standmg in the sides of gates in the neigh« 
iio«riRg inclostnrs ! Though we hate lost much by 
llie demolition of these noble monuments of Ro« 
man antiquity, yet, by the opening of these, we 
hare got a thore confirming evidence, by the bum^ 
faig df the dead^ that this was actually done by thtf 
Romans ; as it was they alone, in our island, who 
burned their dead. 1 fully believe, however, that^ 
bad these been known to be Roman antiquities, 
Aey Would never have been troubled ; at least Mr 
€!heape, I ^am sure, is so much of an antiquary and 
Ronian, that, liad he been fully convinced that the 
eaim had been erected by them, he never would 
l^ve removed a stone of it, but rather have reckon^' 
«i it an ornament td his policies. The greater part 
of that caira or tumulus was removed in his fatber^s 
Hmifi* In erecting these standing stones, the Ro- 
laacis ^eem to have deviated from their common 
practice ; but it strikes me forcibly that it was in 
imitation, of the Druids temple standing on the 
south side of the river, and the longest st^ae of 
which, would thai be in. their view wheil ex^eting 
this, whAir. Aey canie^ to knew thnt it-^as a *temi 
pie erected for the worship of the God of the 
country* Agricola is said to Jiave made himself 
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agreotble to the nativies by erecting temples to thetn^ 
of i;vhicb thig, with the one cm the banks of the 
Nith, and that on the Carron, seems to be included-. 
He. seems, then, to have erected this one, evidently 
consisting of the same number of stones (ten), per- 
haps as a token of gratitude to the Gods for grants 
ing him the battle, which they would style the 
gods of the country, after their heathen manner : 
But to us there is but one God,— not one, indeed^ 
in the blasphemous sense of the Arians, or Unita* 
rians, and other blasphemous infidels, to the exclu* 
sion of God, the Son, and Holy Spirit ^ but one ia 
the only true sense in which He in His revealed 
word, the only rule and standard of our belief, eji» 
hibits Himself, as Three in One, and Onein Thre^ 
each possessing the whole Divine essence commoa 
to all three, and peculiar to each, without any con- 
founding of persons, — which we are bound, upoa 
our awful peril, implicitly to believe. It would be 
daring presumption in any sinful puny mental blas- 
phemously to reject and deny what they cannotg 
by their fallen and depraved reason, fully compre* 
hend, because absolutely incomprehensible by finite 
understandings ; for, according to the sublime poec 
Young, 

" The more of wonderful 
« It heard in Hiifiy the more we should assenc: 
** Cottld we conceive Him God» He could not be» 
'* Or He not God* or nifc covid not b# men.'^ 
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These simple children of Nature worshipped Him as 
the great God, encircled only by ten rude stones 
set upright in the earth, their only covering be* 
ing the wide canopy of Heaven. What a vast 
contrast betwixt this and the costly temples that 
have been built for His worship after He became 
the God of Revelation ! York Minster or Cathe- 
dral, it seems, cost L. 130,000, and St Panics Ca« 
thedral one million and a half. 

A good many urns were found when casting 
drains in the second park east from where the bat- 
tle commenced, on Edenshead grounds, the ground 
being too thin for burying them deep enough. One 
of peculiar elegance and superior workmanship was 
dug up, which indicates that it contained the ashes 
of some officer of distinction am(H)g the Romans. 
There were also several urns found a few years 
ago, when digging the foundation of a malt bam 
at the west end of tfae^viUage of Gateside, on the 
banks of the water whidi runs past Edenshead- 
house ; smd I have no doubt but the most of the 
flat thick ground adjacent to it, upon its banks, may 
be full of them. What a pity that there is nothing 
now remaining of these ancient standing stones, to 
point out to the inquiring antiquary the place of 
tins remarkable battle ! Though it is within twelve 
yards of the road side, and just about mid-way be* 
twist Wellfield policies and the village of Gateside, 
on the north side of the road, the hollow bason, 
amund^he brim of whidi these stones once stood« 
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U fcsr filling up €?ery year by Ae tttthfess t>Ioiig^** 

Abotit 150 yards noHh from die eait ^ittd of rbm 
Ktcle iriliage of Newbiggiiig, and within JOG yardik 
of the mar<:h of the landi of BakaftquhtU) belonging 
to Sir John Hope of Pmkie, the forisdd precioiis 
relics of Roman antiquity Hvere found. The spot 
had been a bog or wett^head» to which the Rqmans 
had resorted for water to swvethe General'^ tsHraae- 
hold, at the time of their encampment, or for %h^ 
soldier$ of the garrison afterwards, as being above 
900 yards neater than tl^ water which ran down 
tibe hallow at the east end of the indoSur e, but which 
would Supply all the rest of the amoty encamped 
around the mound to the stnidi^eait ) for, ^ peace ob- 
viously appears to have been made with tlie Kk^ c( 
ti^ PictiS, tto.formalcamp would be nec^»ary. The 
neason of their being fouml was> that the &rmer^ 
Mr Giknef , in draining the bog, took abom ^iree 
foet of earth, to make the iH^ter faa^e a mtnre easy 
detcent into a mali tiH which runs down the in« 
closure to die eastward* The ploiligh eame eadly 
at them* by first conung upon the Utg^t atid 
turning it up ; but unfortunatdy the poitit of the 
sock niade a little hole, in the siife of it. As this 
cHie was ofdy filled t^kb cfoy^ the next one^ they 
imagined^ would be fil^l ttrtdiold ooin« Thii madip 
them a little more eager in the seiu*ch» 9iA at the 
same time more cautkms ; ahd :by 4iggibg aroimdt 
other four were foiu^* but alMilled.mtfulie same ; 
contents. I understand the ground has been trench- 
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^ for a conmderable way round ; but toothing 
further has been found. The largest of them, wbkh^ 
I tzHfj is evidently a culinary pot. Some perhaps 
would'call it a Roman camp*ketde ; but it has no* 
thing of the appearance oftt kettle, but rather of tht 
€liape of our round bottomed ancient carron kitchetf 
pots for making broth. One can have a very good 
idea of it, by conceiving a large globular tea-urn, 
containing about 9 or W Scotch pints, or li- 
English quarts, having no other neck but the edges 
of the pot, about three inches broad, rising direietly 
from the mouth of the urn, and slandng very much^ 
vnth two hooks for suspendmg it on the fire by 
iron cleeks, ivith three strong broad feet projecting 
^m the iowet part of the bottom, just as long as 
keeps the lower point ^f the globe from touching 
Ae ground. The other three I did not see, as, the 
^first time I caHed for that purpose, they had been 
«cnt to Pferth to get them scoured up, or cleaned ; 
and, next thnc I wetat^ they were on tfieir way tci^ 
Sir John Hope ; but, from the description of them^ 
I imderstood two of them (5 be the tripods, or 
^rinldng vessels^ that are mentioned in the Clas« 
aies, such as wine flagons having three feet, about 
^tee inches long, intended for standing upon the 
;gcneraPs table, and something resembling a coffee- 
fiDt, having a sprout or pipe also arisiiig from it» 
4ide, with a support under it, and diree fiset some«^ 
#hat 6road, teseihbling the human foot,«^ronr 
iMiettbe cdlled Tripods. They were a little globus 
ht at the bottom^ and xni^t contain about ai 
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Scotch pint, or two quarts English, having eaohn 
a handle with two supports, slanting considerably 
from the body of the vessel, and connecting it so 
as to support and strengthen it when full of liquor. 
The other one, which I did not see, is, I am told, a 
sort of bason, or perhaps a Rpman f rying*pan, which 
had at times been put upon the fire for warmipg vic- 
tuals or liquor, or for keeping them warm, ^ black- 
ing was found on the bottom of it when discovered ; 
a certain evidence that it had been on the fire.^ 
The fifth and last one, of which an exact drawing 
is given in the plan, is the least of the whple. It 
is at preset ip my possession ; ^n^ Sir John Hq>e 
is so kind af to allow me to retain it. It is of 
bronze met^^l, as all the rest are, and contains abo\it 
one and one-half mu^chkin Scotch, or one and one- 
half pint English, something resembling our com-- 
mon mutchkin stoups, biit globular at the bpttpm^ 
having also a handle. ( h^ve seen some student chins^ 
^ream pots somewhat like it ; only it hi^ once bad 
I lid, but long since broken off before it had beq^i 
found, 'iphe neck still remains, and moves by a 
hole drilled through it betwixt the small round 
^heeks, the same as our commpn pint stoups ; s^ 
it has a strong copper wire for the hinge, rivetted 
pn both sides pf the cheeks. It has also^ unall 
triangular spqut, evidently intended for I;;eepi^g 
something warm, by standing at the side of the fire» 
9nd for pouring it out at table ; it seecns to have 
reived jsome injury from the fire on one cf its^ 
fid^« by standing tpo n^r )t. It ^ems tp be ap 6^ 
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Veteran, Ktcrally worn out in the Ronuin service, and 
appears to have been an invalid before being brought 
from Rome ; it had received a wound in some of the 
campaigns in the upper part of its belly, which 
appears to hare been healed, but very superficially, 
by knocking a small plug of lead into the wound 
with, a hammer, the marks, of which are still visible 
around the mouth of the hole. This had sufSced 
for a considerable period ^ and still does so ; but, 
through length of time, it had received another 
wound in the rim of the belly, and then had been 
1^ as an incurable. Notwithstanding the immense 
lapse of time it has been out of service, yet, by 
some little psuns taken in curing it of its wound, it 
might be taken into service still. It is quite clear 
that all these vessels so found had once belonged 
to the general or commander-in-chief's household 
establishment, as they were all found in the neigh* 
bourhood of this Rdmaui station. ' 

I think iek pretty evident that the King of the 
Hcts would sue for peace with the Romans when 
they lay here. If he was alarmed for his capital^ 
2(c. before the battle, it is quite natural to sup- 
pose that, after it was fought and lost by him, be 
would be doubly alarmed, and anxious to have 
peace concluded on any terms. I am the more 
confirmed in this opinion, from one oi these beauti* 
fill green conical hills called Dunipacis, or hills of 
peace, being in the neighbourhood, which seems 
plainly to have been erected by the Romans at this 
^me, and ia (^pmm^oration of the peace then con« 
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thtded. It stands a Uttk morethaa oat and ahaAf 
mile east of where the battie terminated, upon the 
«rater called the Baraw^y. or Bare-way, to which 
rirer it also seems to have given name, as it opposes 
itself directly to its course, then running due east, a 
little below the house of Pklour, as if it would run 
through the fafll ; but, by its high and rocky base^ 
it is forced to take a droiitoas course and wind 
round its northern bioe. It i)eaa very natural to 
<rfx$enrc that the hfll was a bar w impediment in 
the way of its course, and the name might be trans* 
ferred from this bi^rrier to the ws^er itself, and be 
pronmmced the Bar-y«-way, which name it still re« 
tains. The hill formed a beautiful object, abost 
twenty«five years ago, from the east, all the way 
Irom Auctermuchty till a Mttle beyond It, by its 
terdant top and sides, and iq>pearing in the middle 
of the plaki, detached from every other emmence ; 
but now, alas! it is no more what it once was, but^ 
lik^ aU our other monuments of Roman aiiriquity, 
i)as most unfortunately been demolished. TUi, 
^en in its beauty, and unuwched^ stood about one 
hundred Mid ten {bet above the water of the Bar&i^ 
way, having a fihe appearance icom the east, west, 
and north, but not ^.much so front the south, aw 
the ^QUbd ros^ gradually frtnn that quarts up tO; 
ne^r the middle of its summit, which may be the 
i^son why it: was never taken notice of by tonrisir 
<^ antiqnslries. , What a pity to.destiby such a no* 
l)ie;monumwt, unquestitoaddy of Ronumantiquky^f 
iffn the pftldry con»dcriaian of gettii^ a.iMr iqalBi^ 
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r&te out bf the httit of it fdr mendiog the roadftl 
Ifs bcauttful verdwit topis go&e^ aad its boi^b tx^ 
catated dowa to its mi<Ule^ aad its onte beaudf^ 
vercbmt ^es now disfigured and torn up by the 
plough. The bot^e and steading buili clo6e by it 
on the sottth*eaftt, to i»hich it evidetitly gives name^ 
plainly shews for what purpose it was erected^ 
being called £Hin, or Dunimax hill, very little cor* 
rupred from the name originally given it, Dun Pait 
HilL The RoifiaQS when aiding Nature in mak- 
it^it^ as itrofte from a 1(^ base, had only to 
smooth its skbs^and add something to increase iti 
hdght md tnqwore ils summits. When they under* 
atoodtbat the Cebic words £or hfll was Dun^ they 
would add theEoo^ word for peace, Fzx ; jda?* 
i^ them togetlKr^ it would be called Dun^Kuc^ 
peace hiU» or tlm hiU'fomied at the conclusicm of 
the peftce. This name it would unalterably retain 
so long as the Celtic language was spdcen ; but^ 
whenever tim Cddc gave way to the Britkh, thai 
the .woi!d Bill was added^ and all three were 
enjoined, the Cdtic, the Ronmn, and the Brln 
ti^^Dun-pax^fajU }-«^for^ wl^n the British language 
viafr s^nbstiteited w roQibof the Cddc or , Gaelic, the 
pKcp^ pr!Q»aunciatiOtt wouU not long be adhered 
t<|»il^jretain^4^tny tlwig Vk^ its original sound $ so 
it^ily adCQun$s,&»r.ibe Wdr4 Bax being turned iQ/^i: 
t9 mte. Som^hifig similar oocurs in that f|mout: 
vi^t)£ Roman imtk^uiqr near Ancteerard^r , wfaurb > 
had, beeft. made by the Roman soldiers when l^ing r 
at Sl^canpip ntA^och^ to teiqp tii^a:in JSOi^Mtl^ 
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^f exercise when they had nothing else to do. It h 
in the form of the hull of an immensely lar^e ship, 
with its keel turned uppermost, and was called by 
them Terra Navis^ to which name the people there 
€Rtill in some measure adhere, at least in sound, 
though a good deal corrupted, calling it Ternawy ; 
and the farm adjoining derives its name from it. 
Thus I think it highly probable, if not clearly evi* 
dmt, that peace was at this time made betwixt the 
King of the Picts and Romans, and that it was con* 
cluckd in the very place whesethe Roman General 
would pitch his camp. This would leave the 
brave Corbred to his fstte. These things taken to* 
gether, make this spot a most interesting one to the 
antiquartan. It appears to have been a Roman 
station ; and the peace seems to have been concluded 
in Agricola's camp at Edenshead, very recently dis* 
oovered. It has also the prospect of being soon stiM 
better known, whenever the new road proposed to 
be -carried that way is finished, which will pass very 
ngh the small green mount upon which the Ro- 
iwan Eagle appears to have waved ; as it is highly 
probable that the Romans stopt or encamped here 
in their return from the south, on their way to the 
north. There is in a manner aconcenttadonof all 
these famous ahtiqukies in this place, not only <^ 
those two just at band, but lookii^ ea^ from the 
xftount, you see the two stones yet standing, which 
directed their march upon it. This also points out 
the direct line where the large cairn once stood, at 
WeUfield tiouse^ though the f ery spot fiannot bt 
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Hcxi for a stri{» of planting ; the once beautiful 
Dunpads appears a little to the eastward, but now 
scarcely dkc^mible, a& its beauty is gone forerei^ 
The south part of the bloody field of Meralsford is 
also in view, as also the field near the Druids tern* 
pie ; and, last of all, the one where the once famous 
standmg stones so long stood, — all which have a ten« 
dency to make it a most interesting spot, indeed, to 
every one, whether they be professedly antiquariea 
or not. 

On the same line with, and less than half a mile 
ieast hottt WeM^d House, there is an em£uenc!t 
psurtly artificial and partly natural, which still retains 
the name of the Court know^ from the circumstance 
of the peace bemg concluded there, accordiiig to tra* 
dition, which behoved to be betwixt the King of 
Pictland, attended by his Court, and Agricola tiMt 
Roman general, along with his principal officers* 
This was in dre direct road that we may sup* 
pose the King of the Picts to have come from his 
capital the day after the battle, in order to have a 
peace concluded, leaving the brave Galgacus tohi« 
hit ; for we know that he disdained submission or 
any compromise whatever with the Romans. 

The late General Skene, when {^anting the said 
esunenpe, assigned it as his reason for doing so, that 
k ought to be preserved as a great antiquity, not 
only from the tradition of the country, but also be- 
cause he had some ancient papers that memttoned 
^e circumstance. 
. Th^re was also the pommel, pr rather the guard of 
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the handle of a Rom^n swdrd lately foui^ close t^ 
tbk $pdt) with a youthful Hercuks with hk diSib 
fograven upon each side, which I saw very lately^ , 



CHAP. IV. 



jScfOUnt of the Battle cf Merqkfprdi according. i$ 
TacittUf and ^ several things connected with it. 

Xt m imif^mkly allowed by all who haire taken 
any ivrtice of the subject^ that the attack ,of the 
Mutk Romin h^pn^ in their camp, by the Cale^ 
^niatis, as mehtiohed by/Tacidis, took place wheii 
the former lay in the ^caonp, whidi^ still partly re- 
mains at; Lochofo ; and the camp that the Cale^ , 
iiofuans oQcdpied still remaining on the Hill d* 
Binnartie) a tktk north of this, seems to confirm 
lU As it was this ittack, and the sharp and ob« 
stinate cogagcsnem which it necdoarily bitHig^ 
on betwixt the Romans and Caledonians, which 
was cimnectfid with, cur seemed to be the tqpate im* 
medi^. caa&e of, the great and ot»tinate bactia 
which toftk platt so^shortly after, I ^11 now en* 
devour to give a more particubr acicountof the 
circumstances detailed by Tacftus iihns^lf, not only 
corroborative of thi^ but also tiding more to oon-^ 
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which he means, and describes, through mistake^ 
as having taken ptace s^ the foot of Mount Gnm^ 
pius, which he evidently mistook for the IxHncxul 
Hill i so this must be understood to be only what 
is termed by lawyers a misnon^er. In this detail^ 
I shall not only confme myself to what I deem a 
just comn^ntary or deducible infeisenee from 1m 
account, but also adduce what has^ further occur* 
red to me, since drawing up the first account, at 
any .way iljustrative of tfce subject. Though, in 
tile account which is gi?en by Tacitus of the bold 
attack ^de by the Caledo0ian9 upon the Niathi 
(.egiop, he a^ts to call it a victory, yet all the 
victory the Romans seem to have bad to boa^ of 
was owing to the seasonable bdii^c^ in of the 
other legions by Agricokt, which made the Cale* 
donians retreat to the woods and fens, and thereby 
prevented the legion attacked from being oitirely 
^t off. He states, that the Caledomans, ^ hm 

V 'vlfti^e^ s£d (fccamue et arte ducU rati^^^^-^XK^i^st 
imputed it to the art and ccmduct of their general 

VI coqiing so suddenly to the relief of his men ; sa 
t^t either ^de ^ted ^\ irHt^U larinquf arums j*^^ 
mutually irritated against one another^ Is it, then, 
in the least probable, or even credibtei tbat^ whea 
both side^ parted thus mutually preparad for ano^ 
|j^ brush, the Caledonians would ever allow the 
]t,op9ang to march directly, upon the Pictish ca^ 
tal, .which th«jr H^re then very ^^> and yiniugh 
«b« mojtt fmiky aftd by^ far the n»^ popubust 
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parts of thdr territories ; and even suffer them t<* 
cross three of the largest rivers in their kingdorh, 
and flee, like a parcel of timid deer before their 
hunters, up to the tnotintains, nigh the space of 
forty miles, before they attempted t6 make si stand 
against the enemy ? Nothing but the weight at« 
tached to the authority of Tacitus, thrown into 
the scale, could ever have preponderated so long 
in making us believe this, notwithstanding the 
weighty mass of improbability to counter-balance it* 

That therp has been a battle fought betwixt the 
^Romans and Caledbnians in Stormont, there is not 
the least reason to doubt ; but it is nigh forty 
miles distant fix>m this. Neither doe^ it answer iii 
the least to the description given by Tacitus, hav« 
ing ho small hill and plain, or mountain, ndar it^ 
which the cme he describes is represented to have 
had, and which exactly agrees with the Lomond 
Hill, which he evidently by mistake calls Mount 
Grampius. Every €>ther particular described by 
him will be found to answer to the Lomond HUt, 
or Meralsford, as it is still called in the country, 
except that he carefully conceals their retreat across 
the river Eden, because he considers it as disgrace* 
ful to the Roman arms» 

But to set the question for ever at rest as to its be* 
ing a Roman battle, beddes the Roman vessels al-^ 
ready alluded to^-^^he vast number of Roman urns 
found, — the burning of the dead in the various places 
where the battle had raged, which are known to 
have bcai only practised by die Romans while in thi» 
1 
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country. Smce drawing up the former account of 
the battk, there have also been discovered the Ibun-^ 
dations of a Roman tovm, in the vicinity of the field 
of battle,-^a great number of Rxmian antiquides 
(lnt>nze} found lying together, to the amount of 
about forty,— -battleaxesy darts, and other imple* 
ments of war, four of which i have presently m my 
possession, an exact drawing of three of which is 
given in the plan,— and also a Roman coin found, of 
the then reigmng Emperor Domitian, which also 
is in my possession :-^AH which prove, in the most 
incontestible manner, what is now contended f<»r« 
H we attend, also, a little further to Tacitus, it may 
be easily perceived that the Csdedoniaos, imme^ 
diately after the last rencontre^ made ample pre* 
jlaration for renewing their attack, and would cer«^ 
tainly have done so, had not the Romans marched 
out of their camp, perhaps in order to prevent thk. 
Thus, instead of the islanders being any way 
disheartened by this partial defeat, they undaunted- 
ly r^olved to try the fortune of war once more, 
imputing their misfortiine ta chsmce and other cir« 
cumdtanees, rather than to the valour of the Romans. 
** Nibil en arroganiia remitfere (inqmt ToiiiusJ qm 
*• minus juvemuteni armarenty eonjuges ac liberos 
*♦ iransferrentr " They abated nothing of their ar- 
<^ rogance, but enlisted the stoutest men they had^ 
^^ and carried their wives smd chU(bea to lowna^ 
^ and ^aces of greater security/* 

Stt;eMth Campaign^ armo 84w-**Upon opening the 
seventh campaign, «« Agricola orders Ws fl^ t# 
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" row along the coast, to keep the serer^il place* 
^* in awe« At the same time he marches at the head 
*^ of his troops, taking for guides some natives of 
^' known fidelity, who were acquainted with tl^ 
<« roads. When he comes near the Grampian 
^^ Mountain^ he sees the enemies drawn up, to the 
*^ number of 30,000, ][)esides volunteers who flock- 
^^ ed tc^ether to be at a battle, of which Liberty 
•* or Slavery was to be the issue." 

Here, then, according to the generally received 
opinion, or present mode of beKef, he marches over 
about 40 miles of the most populous territories in 
all North Britain, and crosses over three large rivers^ 
one of them the largest in the United Kingdom, all 
described within the space of three short sentences^ 
arriving at the Grampian Mountains, without any 
apparent opposition, notwithstanding all the pre- 
parations made by the Islanders for another brush. 
But this will by no means tell } however the account 
given by Tacitus fully coincides with the posi« 
tions of both armies, when they would be in sight 
of each other. The Romans, before arriving at the 
farm of Easter Gospetrie, would be opposite to the 
Lom(^d hill, and so near it^ that the land of that 
farm runs up to the foot of the hill } and they would 
then have a full view of the Caledonians drawn up 
on the sloping ground, on the north of the vale of 
£.den. — Upon the armies approaching each other, 
Galgacus, commander of the Islanders, represents 
to^ them : ^y That every thing that was valuable 
V to them, their lives, their liberties, their proper* 
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*^ ties, and priTifeges^ and die lives of their vfifes^ 
^^ and childreDi and other relations, and ev^ry 
^^ thing that was dear to them was at stake, and that^ 
•* being at the extremity of the Isle, they have no re- 
** fuge left if vanquished*; and, therefore, nothing 
•* but victory can deliver them from perpetual bon- 
** dage.** On the other side, Agricola exhorts his 
soldiers ^^ to do thehr duty, by the consideration of 
•* their past victories. Particularly^ he sets before 
« their eyes their sad coodidon, if, after being de« 
•• feated, they are forced to seek for shelter among 
** the Britons, who, for fifty years together, have 
•• felt the force of their victorious arms.** Whilst 
the general is yet speaking, the soldiers, by their 
looks, discover their eagerness to fight, ai>d theif 
hopes of victory^ 

Description of tbe JBattte.^^ the army was drawn 
** up in such manner, that the auxiliary, foot were 
*• to bear the first shock, in order to prevent, as 
*' much as possible, the effusion of Roman bloods 
** The legions were placed in the rear^ to support 
^ the auxiliaries in case of repulse* Galgacus had 
^^ ranged his men on the side of a hill, that his 
** whole army might be visible at once to the : Ro* 
•* mans, and strike them with the greater terror^** 
This account is not strictly just, according to any 
idea we have of a hill, which is only & gentle .slope 
for a great way above the field of battle, scarcely 
so much as to enable the Romans to view the 
islanders rising gradually above one another in their 
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lanks. It b quite obvbus that he tntroducea- ^ 
hill, that it may appear more consistent with the 
after part of the narration, particularly with the 
oth^ field of battle at Merais Ford, to which they 
soon shifted, and where there is a hill exactly an- 
swering to* his description* He nest tells us> 
•* That Ae horse were drawn up on the plain, at the 
^ bottom o^ the hill, a^d the chariots ran between^ 
•^ the two armies.** Tbis^ seems to hare been a 
greater and more important battte than is^ generally 
apposed ; because it does not seem to be under* 
stood diat there were either hotises or chariots ia 
it, though there plainly appear to have been horsed 
en both sides, and chariots on the side of the Cale« 
donians. The position here mentioned by Tad* 
tus seems exactly to correspond with the nature of - 
the ground. The Romans would form immedi* 
ately after crossing tbe Eden, betwixt the river and 
the public road, as there k plenty of room fon their 
so doing. There is a small level piece of gtt)und 
on the iK>rth side of the road, upon which the 
horse seems to have been drawn up } and the cha« 
riots appear to have run betwixt the two armies 
upon the public road, as it seems to have been a 
public road even at that time, as will be taken 
notice of s^erwards. 

He goes on farther to inform us ** That Agricola, 
^^ apprdiiensive of being surrounded by these muldU 
^^ tudes, widened his front, though he thereby weak-^ 
** ened it, rejecting the advice given him of order*- 
^ ing the legions to advance. Then^a%hting hoo^- 
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^ his horse^ full of courage and hope, he weat and 

'•^ headed the legions. They fought sometime with 

^ darts, the islanders being unwilling to quit the 

^^ advantage of their post. Besides, their little 

^* targets and unwieldy pointless swords were not 

^* so proper for close fighting. But Agricola 

f * found means to compel them to it, by detaching 

^^ two cohorts of Batavians, and as many of Tua^ 

^^ grians, who fell upon tfaem^word in hand. The 

^ islanders, unused to that wsy of fighting, could 

^^ not long withstand the <Juirge cf these warlike 

^^ troops, who, pressing them with the |)oints of 

"** their bucklers, soon brc^e the foremost bat- 

^^ talions, and began even to ascend the hilU^ 

Here we have but a very garMed, meagre, and, i 

may add, uncandid account. He first tells us tha^ 

the auxiliary foot were placed in the foremost rank 

to bear the brunt of the first rencontre } thai the 

legions were ordered to advance to support themi 

and, thoi^gh Agricola is said to head them in pw» 

«K>n, yet it seen^ both these ccmld make no im* 

pression upon the Caledonians. ^^ They fought 

** for some time with darts j'^ the ground to this 

^y g^ves abundant fcoof of the tru^ of this } 

Bikny c^ these darts, greatly wasted, are y^ turned 

up by the plough* I picked up, also, the ulna ov 

Joint of an elbow bone, in pretty good preserva* 

tion, with the joint quite entire. No wonder the 

Cialedcmiaas were unwilling to quit dieir advan** 

tageous post, being well defended in both flaaka 

l>y strong ramparts of eai^ thrown up i aiid» had 
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they not been insidiously enticed from it, they 
\irould haye held the Romans in defiance. Tad* 
tus, however, informs us that Agricola found 
means to compel them to it, namely, by detaching 
two cohorts of Batavians, and as many Tungrians, 
who fell upon them sword in hand. This story 
does by no means tell. When the auxiliaries, sud* 
cd by the rest of the legions, and even headed by 
Agricola himself, could make no impression upon 
the brave Caledonians, so as to make them quit 
their advantageous post, can we suppose that a 
few heavy and unwieldy (clumsy^ as they arc vul- 
garly called) Dutchmen and Brabanters, as these 
Batavians and Tungrians were, could ever be able 
to do it ? A cohort was the tenth part of a legbn, 
viz. 600 men ; sometimes, when at the fullest, they 
amounted to betwixt 800 and 1000, much the 
same as our modem regiments. Now these four co« 
horts, at least, could only amount to 2400 ; or, even 
supposing them at the fullest, they would only be 
betwixt 8 and 4000. Can it then be believed that 
8o small a number could ever compel 80,000 brave 
and resolute men to relinquish such a favourable 
position ? No ; it cannot for a moment be believed. 
The Caledonians would soon have surrounded and 
destroyed such a handfal of n^en, had they not 
been supported by the whole Roman army, which. 
they are not said to have been. The plain matter 
of £sict seems to have been, that, in order to avert 
the odium attached to the deed from the Romans 
ibtmieUtsi these auxiliaries })ad b^m ordered ^t 
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last to engage, after all other attempts had failed, 
and to make a feint as if they had been beat ; and 
then, as a decoy or a lure to draw the Caledonians 
from their advantageous position, to counterfeit a 
retreat across the river, along with the whole army, 
which seems plainly to have had the dedred effect 
For, after the phrase " compel them to it," the 
scene is immediately shifted, from where the battle 
commenced, down to the ford on the Eden called 
Meralsford ; and the after description of the battle 
corresponds exactly with the ground. The word 
•* compel** seems here to have been wrong used ; 
it rather ought to have been, *^ found means to 
*• allure or entice them" by artifice or stratagem, 
which would ftilly .confirm what Buchanan says, 
that the Caledonians accused the Romans of hav- 
ing gamed their victories by s^fice and strata- 
gem, rather than by valour. They plainly appear 
to have had but too just ground for the accusation 
in this battle ; and perhaps it was from this very 
circumstance that it originated. It is quite obvi* 
ous, die&, that the Romans had looked upon it as 
derogatory to the honour of the Roman name $ 
else Tadtus, or those from whom he derived the 
information, had not so industriously ccmcealed 
their retreat ; even the very river he carefully con^ 
ceals, and never even makes mention of it lest it 
should be a mean of detecting him. By how 
much, then, he has studiously concealed these and 
such other circumstances from the world, by so 
much has he forfeited all clwn as a candid mi 
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vnfartbl fatstorian* He goes on to tell ug (nrtbetf 
fhat *^ Those who followed them, animated by their 
^* example, fought vkb the same bravery, and, 
^^ without giving the ^aemy tioie to raUy^ over* 
^' threw all that withslood them. Meanwhile, the 
*^ British horse began also to give ground } and 
^^ their chariots were forced to drive ivp the hill to 
f^ assist the foot, who were in extreme discurden 
^^ Though the chariots at first somewhat daunted 
^^ the Romans, yet did they but little execution 
^^ by reason of the unevenness of the ground* The 
^^ hill being pretty steep, the chariotaerB had no 
^^ command of their horses, and ran without dis* 
^* tinctioa over friends md foes, according as they 
^^ came in their way.'^ Here we have the most 
iQdiibitable evidence that the ground had bcea 
sittfted* It is said ^^ that the chariots s(^newhat 
^' daunted the Romans at fii^^ yet did they but lit* 
^ tie execution by reason (tf the w^reaneiBsof the 
^ ground/' It is plaiii> thi»i^ that they had been 
much afraid of the chariots, and po^iaps with juA# 
tke, so long as they remmned where the battle 
commenced ; because there couI4 not have beso 
better gmwd chosen f^ both chariots ii»d hones 
acdng with 4ue efiect, ^^ place not beii^ so steep 
as the Hi^ Street of Edinburgh from the Trout 
Church to the Fbriiament Square ; consequently it 
could not be said to be a hi|l, and ^ less a steep 
00^ But the Romans too); care to draw thmi 
a^ray from that favourable po^ticw, ^x4iere they 
night bMfo been £Mwd9bk <9 tiiipi« to gro9i4 
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where, by its nnevezmess, they could <lo them but Utm 
tie injury. There k certainly a small hill at Meralf 
Ford which exactly answers the description give|i 
by Tacitus ; and, though now subjected to the ope^ 
ration of the plough for many year?, it is still pret- 
ty steep ; and the course of the small brook which 
has cut its way through the hill being pretty deep, 
the chariots could not well drive across it to the 
east without danger of being overturned, so that 
the Romans would necessarily be pretty safe from 
them. He next informs us that ^' The foot that 
^^ were posted on the top of the hill, and had not yet 
^ engaged, seeii^g the Romans hotly pursuing their 
" victory, now made a motion to surround them 
•* because of the smalUiess of their number. But 
•^ Agricola perceiving it detached four squadrons of 
^ horse, who not only wthstood the charge of the 
*' foot, but entirely routed them j then, falling on 
^^ the enemies' flank, who were still on the plain, 
*f made great slaughter of them*'' This detail not 
Quly more and more corresponds to the nature of 
the ground^ but it even tends to solve a difficulty 
i^ider which I had previously laboured, not know«- 
ix^ well how to account for so many dead havmg 
l^cen burut so far away from what I had hitherto 
conceive to be the field of battle. In ordo*, how- 
ever, to enable the reader to form a more distinct 
idea^of the ground, and thereby make him the bet- 
ter understand the description here given, I shall 
endeavour to delineate it a little more particularly^ 
By liie hi}l> then, that occurs sg frequently in the 
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succinct description of this interesting battle given by 
Tacitus, we are only to understand a small hill or 
eminence not higher than the Earthen Mound be- 
twixt the old and new town in Edinburgh, but by 
no means so steep. It had been originally pretty 
much 80 ; but now, by the repeated operation of the 
plough, it shelves more gradually on both sides to« 
wards the north and south. It also somewhat resem- 
bles the Earthen Mound in being broad and flattish 
on the top, extending towards the west near the 
whole breadth of the inclosure, above 200 yards, 
so that there would be room for drawing up 10,000 
or 12,000 men on the top of it» This then would 
have been naturally a strong and tenable position, 
could they have had the precaution to retain it ; but, 
being over eager to surround the pursuing Romans, 
or rather to protect their flying brethren, they had 
too incautiously relinquished it. It will be seen, 
by looking at the map, that the small stream or 
brook, which runs along its southern base, effects a 
passage through it on its way to the Eden, — conse- 
quently this renders the east side very steep. There 
is a plain also on the north side, which coincides 
with Tacitus's account, stretching down from the 
north base of the small hill all the way to the ford 
on the Eden ; along the east end of which, and close 
by the banks of the brook, the main body and left 
wing of the Caledonian army had been drawn up ; 
and their right wing had been in the hollow and on 
the south side of the hill, and to the south of the 
brook. It apt)ears quite obvious then that it Jiad 
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been the right wing of the Caledonians which had 
first given way, and been pursued by the Roman 
left wing only, which had induced the Caledonians 
posted on the top of the hill to endeavour either to 
hem them in, or at least to interrupt the flight of 
their friends, and stop the further pursuit of the Ro« 
mans, or to cut them off from the rest of the Ro- 
man army. 

Agricola, however, perceiving this, immediately 
detached four squadrons of horse to attack these 
Caledonians, and prevent their design. This ne« 
cessarily had brought on a desperate struggle be* 
twixt the horse and foot, which appears plain* 
ly to have taken place on the south side of the 
brook, and on a plain to the south-west of the 
artificial mount, where all who fell in that bloody 
action appear to have been burnt on one great 
funeral pile. The mound is evidently artificial, 
and raised about four feet above the level of the 
brook, the earth being of a black fattish like 
appearance on the surface; but, if any of the 
stones are raised up, the earth below is the colour 
of burnt brick, from the intensity of the heat. 
The particular spot, which clearly points itself out 
as the one Agricola had stood on, is the eminence 
on the east side of where the brook has cut its pas- 
sage through, as it is only on that spot that he 
could perceive when the right wing of the Cale* 
donians gave way, and to have issued orders for 
the cavalry to follow up the advantage gained by 
^e foot^ and to prevent these from being surround* 
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«d by the Caledonians on the hill. From thi$ 
small eminence he could have a view of the whole 
field of battle on both sides. It corresponds with 
the height of the hill on the west side, or rather a 
Kttle higher. The Roman horse, after having de- 
feated the Caledonian foot en the south side of the 
brook, seem to have crossed over, and to have 
come in at a gap or opening of the hill, where the 
park wall or dike is now built, and to have attack- 
ed the main body of the Caledonians on the plain, 
both in flank and rear, as the burning of the dead 
ip two different places plainly points out, bdng at 
the north and south sides of the plain, as it was 
generally contiguous to where they fell that they had 
been burnt. The northmost side is a little north of 
where a grove of old ash trees now stands. This also 
corresponds with the account here given by Tacitus. 
However, in the description given of this battlCi 
be shows a disposition more than once to magnify 
the number of the enemy, and proportionally to 
diminish the number of the Romans, the more 
conspicuously to display the talents or military 
prowess of his favourite hero, Agricola, in van<* 
quishing these islanders, notwithstanding the great 
disparity of numbers. But, if we advert a little 
to the state of the Roman army, we will perhaps; 
perceive that there was by no means such a dis« 
parity of numbers as he endeavours to make us 
believe« That there were three legions in it with 
their complement of horses, and allies or auxiliaries^ 
there is the highest probability, with the ezceptipa 
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of the number which the lunth legion losl in the 
attack at Lochore ; as, when k was assauhed, the 
legions are said to hare come to its assistance^ 
which shews that there had been other two besides 
the ninth. It is tmiversaUy allowed that a legioa 
ccmsisted of 600a foot, besides the due number 
of cavalry, and allies or auxHiariei • In T. Li* 
▼ius's time, two legions, with the due nmnber of 
cavalry, (cumjvsto $qui1aiu} Liv. x* 25,) and the 
allies, formed what was called a ccmsular army^ 
about 80,000 men,— -in the time of Polybius 18,600» 
(Pol. vi.) There were two squadrons, or 400 
cavalry, attached to every legion. Four squadrons^ 
or 800 horse, were ordered by Agricola to attack 
those Caledonians who attempted to surround the 
pursuing Romans } and it does not appear that 
it was the whole horse that was thus engaged. 
Had it bew so, Tacitus would have taken care to 
inform us of it j but it is obvious that there had 
been other 400, or altogether 1200 horse at least ; 
some even make them amount to SOOO altogether 
m the battle. Caesar^ in his second expedition^ 
embarked at Partus Itiusy which is supposed to be 
Calais, with five legions and 200O horse, whicli 
is just 400 to each legion. But, in order to give 
Tacitus full justice, we shall deduct 60O for a 
cohort of Usippians, that were levied in Germany^ 
and are said by him to have deserted from the Ro» 
mans the winter preceding. They had killed a 
Roman captain and some soldiers that were placed 
among them in order to discipline them» lest they 
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should have opposed thdr design. ' They theil 

sdzed three small Tessels, killed one of die pilots^ 

and compelled the others to conduct them ; after 

which they set sail before their intentions could be 

known. They had laid their measures so ill, that 

they were quickly in want of provisions, and re« 

duced to the necessity of eating some of their 

comrades. Those who remained alive, ignorant 

of the art of navigation, were driven on the coast 

of Friseland, and made slaves. Tacitus says that^ 

after a strange adventure, sailing round Britain^ 

they were first taken by the Suevu and then by the 

Frisii ; and, being bought and sold, some of them 

9t last in the course of traffic were brought to the 

coast where the Romans wefe, who told the ad-> 

venture, and were afterwards famous for it. (Tacit 4 

Vit. yigri.) Making this allowance then, and com« 

puting these legions according to the time of Poly-^ 

bius, the whole Roman army would amount to about 

S6,700,-— or even Tacitus allows 8000 auxiliaries^ 

besides the legionary soldiers in the four Ala^ and 

8000 horse,— so that they appear evidently to 

have had a vast superiority in cavalry above the 

Caledonians. The Caledonian army, therefcnre, 

does not exceed them much more than SOOO^ ex* 

elusive of volunteers, whose numbers are not sped* 

fied* Tacitus goes on finally to tell us, that f^ this 

*^ last action (with the cavalry) completed the 

^ victory. Galgacus, .finding it impossible to re« 

•* new the fight, retreated with the remains of 

^* his troops.^' This we are by no means at liberty 

1 
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to beEeve, while circumstances are so decidedly 
against the truth of it. That he may have retreated 
from this field of battle at the ford^ I question 
notj but that he rallied his troops agsdn^ and re* 
newed the fight up at the public road, after bemg 
joined by the detachment at the mill, there is the 
most indubitable evidence. The great number of 
dead who were burnt at the side of the road where 
the standipg-stones stood, and their line of flight 
evidently being from that quarter, abundantly con* 
firm this. 

Lastly, he tells us that ^^ he (Galgacus) lost ten 
^^ thousand men in the action ; but, on the side of 
^* the Romans, there fell but three hundred and 
^' forty ; among whom was Aulus Atticus, cap* 
«< tain of a cohort, who, by the heat of youth, and 
^' the unruliness of bis horse, was carried into the 
•• midst of his enemies." 

We must also be excused from giving implicit 
faith to this. After the specimen he has given U3» 
in so industriously concealing some of the most ma* 
terial circumstances attending the battle, because he 
viewed them as incompatible with the Roman arms 
and honour, it is quite natural to suppose that all 
the rest of his narrative will be of a piece ; espe* 
cially when we consider the vast disproportion be- 
twixt the losses said to be sustained on both sides* 
Can it be credited that SOfiOO strong young men^ 
as he acknowledges the Caledonians to have been^ 
besides volunteers, could fight a whole day, as they 
seem to have done,*--all of them brought into 
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action^ and no extraordinary advantage gained over 
them in battle, that we can view, — ^and yet these to 
lose 10,000 of their number, and in return to kill no 
more than S40 of their enemies, even though these 
be construed to be only of genuine Romans, ex- 
clusive of auxiliaries ? I am afraid that we must 
construe this in the way that we were wont to esti- 
mate Buonaparte's lying gasconading bulletins, by 
adding an to what he acknowledged to be his^ 
losses ; if he admitted the loss of 100, it was ge- 
nerally allowed to be 1000 j if he mentioned the 
loss of 1000, it was safely construed to be 10,000, 
and so on in proportion. Mr Millar, proprietor of 
the ground at Meralsford, whereon the battle was 
principally fought, having come from London in 
harvest last, called upon me, and we went together 
to view the field of battle. He not only confirmed 
the account previously given of a pit full of scuUs 
being found in his father's time, when enclosing 
and planting the steep bank on the Eden, but he 
also pointed out another place where a good num- 
ber of human sculls were found beside the earthen 
rampart carried along the top of it. I am then 
more confirmed than ever that this earthen ram- 
part had been made by the Romans, not so much 
to protect their fiank, as was previously supposed,: 
as the rather to divide the Caledonian troops, and 
prevent them getting over to the assistance of that 
brethren except at the expence of their head ; for 
all those who rashly attempted to get over that 
Ampart behoved to forfeit their head as the price of 
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tfeeir temerity. Hence^ we may perceive that it 
was not so easy for the Romans to vanquish the 
brave Caledomans^ a$ Tacitus, the Roman histo- 
rian, aflfects to make us believe. Nq ; }t required 
all the cunnifig artifices and strgtageijis in wsjr that 
they had been master d; tp be called forth, and 
put in practice, before they wer(p able tp conquer 
them. He describes thi$ battle as though it l^d 
been decided in an hour or two at* most, and also 
as if ijt had all been fought in one particular spot $ 
whereas, it is palpably obvious that it had been 
tried in four different places. It is nigh as proba* 
ble that it had been obstinately cpntest^d thfopgh- 
out the whole of that bbody day. The Romans 
had only to mari:h betwixt five and $ix mile^ from 
their camp at East Blair, near Lochore, when they 
would come in contact. with the army of the asso? 
ciated Caledonians, consisting of Scots and Picts, 
under the brave Galgacus, who, Tacitus tells us» 
was " inter plures duces^ virtute^ etgmereprastans}^ 
preferred, to the command for his high birth and 
great virtue. The Romans may be supposed to 
have commenced their march from their camp by 
eight o'clock in the morning. They could easily 
reach the field of battle, and be ready to com« 
mence the fight by ten A. M. ; and they seem to 
have taken up all the rest of the day manoeuvering 
and fighting \ for Tacitus informs us that the Cale* 
donians escaped pursuit by the advantage of the 
darkness. This, however, again, does not so well 
oppport with another sentence, ** Postquam (in* 

r 
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" quit Tacitus J sylvis appropinquaruntj collecta^ flu-' 
*^ rimos sequentlum incautos^ et locorum ignaros^ cir^ 
** cumveniebani ;** after they drew near the woods, 
rallying, they surprised many of their foremost pur- 
suers who had too rashly followed them, not know- 
ing the nature of the country. There were two 
cairns directly in the line of flight, that bear ample 
testimony to the truth of this, where those had 
been burnt who fell a sacrifice to their temerity. 
When one of these, a little east from the farm-house 
of Nether Pitlochy, was opened, a good many years 
ago, there were found several rude stone coffins 
fiill of burnt ashes, pieces of bones, some beads, 
&c. The beads were considerably large, of a yel- 
lowish amber, and some of a blackish colour,, 
which I suppose had belonged as ornaments to the 
Romans who fell there, and were burnt and in- 
humed. The landlady of the neighbouring farm- 
house, lately made a long search for some of them 
for me, knowing well that they were once about 
the house, but to no purpose. The other cairn was 
west about half a nuk, a little east from the house 
of Westfield, directly in their line of flight to- 
wards Blairhead. It is plainly evident that the 
Romans had pursued the flying Caledonians above 
a mile and a half at least } and they appear to have 
been formidable even in their flight. 

The skeleton formerly mentioned, which was 
found in a stone coflin on the side of the public road, 
points itself out as having been the body of '^ Au- 
^^ lus Atticus, the c^tain of a cohort, who^ through 
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^* the beat of youth, and the unruline&$ of his horse, 
^^ wjK carried into the nud^ of his cfHtnii^s/^ It 
IS pretty obvious that be hsd fallen in the last eft«- 
counter at the standing stones near the road side» 
or rather about mid-way betwixt and the ford, as 
he was buried a little cast on the iK>rth side of the 
high*way, nigh the large cairn at Wellfield. There 
was a tall upright stone which stood till about tw^* 
ty years ago, seemingly in their line of retreat from 
the ford, on the lands of General Bftlfour, which is 
marked oh the map ; but I am sorry, nay almost 
blush, to be obliged so often to repeat the demoli# 
tion of all these ancient monuments, it being now 
gone with all the rest ; though it is highly probable 
that Aulus Atticus had fallen where that stone oncQ 
stood, \(^hile pressing too loeenly on the CaledoiMns 
in their retreats As burning of the dead wai not 
so universal but what there were some exceptions^ 
particularly amongst the great, so it is pretty evim 
dent that he had been an excq>tion» It also clear- 
ly establishes that this public road bad been viMcd 
as such at that early period^ or ever since the 
country was hihabited, as the road side was a usial 
place where the Romans buried thdr dead, in or« 
der to remind the traveller of his mortality* Hence, 
the frequent inscriptions^ ** Sute ViatOTt^ '* Aspic§ 
^^ Viatcr^ &c. (Hi the Yia Appia et Flaminia^ &c» 
(Liv, vL se.)~(Sec Apfioultx C.) 

Agricola, after this battle, is said by Tacitus to 
have ^^ marched his army back into the territories 
'^ of the Horestians, from whom he received hos* 

I 2 
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^^ tages, assigning as a reason that the summei* 
** was far spent." This cannot be believed to be 
Ae reason, because it appears to be utterly void of 
truth. Instead of the summer being far spent, it 
seems rather not to have even begun ; it obviously 
appears that this was the first , and only operation^ 
dfter the commencement of his seventh campaign ; 
and it is generally allowed that he usually opened his 
campaigns in the month of March, as that was wont 
to be the first month of the Roman year ; and was 
altered not long before this period by Julius Cassar, 
from March to January. It appears pretty evident, 
then, that this great battle was fought in the month 
of March. Buchanan expressly says that it was in 
the spring. We are therefore obliged to suppose, 
either that the Romans had lain the most part of 
the ensuing summer about Edenshead and Balcan- 
quhall, or flatly to contradict Tacitus in the ac^ 
count he gives, which I am not fond <^ doing, ex- 
cept when compelled to it by necessity. IiT order, 
however, to save Tacitus's credit a little, it is highly 
probable, and even apparent, that they had remain* 
ed a long time in or about the aforementioned place» 
or, at least, that it had been afterwards a Roman 
station. Besides the discovery of the Roman ves- 
sels previously mentioned, there was a Roman 
urn dug up last autuipn, contiguous to it ; and also 
on the surface of a quarry, which was wrought c^ 
the farm last year, there was a great quantity of 
burnt bones found in rude stone coffins, which in-r 
dicates that it had been a Roman cemetery. In* 
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^eed, it is highly probable that Balcanquhall bad 
been one of their stations^ as it is just in such a 
commanding situation as they usually chose for that 
purpose. It comprehends not only a view of near- 
ly all Kinrossshire round Loch Leven^ and towards 
the west of it> but also of the whole hollow, or what 
is commonly called the Howe of Fife, even some 
miles beyond Cupar, until bounded by Kemback 
hilK If it were not for this object d>truding itself 
upon the view, it would have had a prospect of the 
whole of the beautiful vale, and course of the Eden, 
as &r as the German ocean. What has a tenden« 
cy the more to confirm my belief of its being a 
Roman station, is the discovery recently made of 
the little Roman town Orea, on the opposite side 
of the vale at the foot of the Lomond hill, about 
the same distance' from the Eden as BalcanquhalL 
Now, these towns were generally, if not always, in 
the vicinity of a Roman station. 

Another reason as^gned by Tacitus why Agri^ 
cola marched back into the territories of the Ho- 
restians, besides that the summer being far €pent^ 
was, that *' he reckoned it unsafe to send his army 
" to waste the enemy's country.'* Here we have 
him bringing out the truth at last. It is plain, to 
a demonstration, that Agricola had never met with 
such a formidable opponent as the brave Galga- 
cus, and bad got such a Specimen of the obstinate 
valour of the hardy Caledonians, that he had deem« 
ed it unsafe to ventjare farther north, until he re- 
ceived a strong reinforcement of troopf ; and, for 
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that purpose, he had toarihed back to the south of 
Fife,— I suppose to the two strong camps of Cat- 
aotk, or rather to a camp near the hill of Duneam, 
a Kttle north froni Burntisland, — where he would be 
near his fleet, and be able to communicate with it 
npon its return from the north coast, whieh it is 
said to have done tJoward the end of summer, and 
to have afticborcd m tlife port of Trutuhm^ which I 
cDojecture to have been Burntisland, as it appears 
to be a natural port, and obviously of great an- 
tiquity. It is farther evident, from his taking a 
retrogade motion, that he had lost vocxt ftien in the 
battle than Tacitus is candid enottgh to mform us. 
If he test xxAj 840, dicy would never have been 
missed, as to the military operations of an army of 
more than 20,000 men, besides cavalry j and he 
might have still proceeded in his march to stiil &r« 
ther conquest, especially as this evidently appears 
to have been only at the commencement of the 
campaign, and he had ill the summer before him ; 
but his retreat speaks for itself, and makes & quite 
obvious that his losses had been much greater. 
Agricola is said to have ^^ received hostages from 
*' the Horcstians/* This colafirms the supposition , 
that Fife hiad been then call^ the cotmtry of the 
Horestians^ which it is generally aduiowledged to 
liave been, some even including Angus and Meams^ 
as al»i having belonged to liiat coimdry. As J^e 
beteoged then to the King of the Piots, thkaccount 
given by Tacitus more and more confirms my opt* 
tiion, that peace had been made with fbe King of 
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the Picts immediately after the battle, as £DrmerIy: 
adverted to, and that Agricola had demanded and 
received hostages from tl^ Picts for ilie keeping 
of that peace. I likewise took notice of a Dunipacis, 
or Hill of Peace, that had been erected about a 
mile and a half east from the field of battle, as in com^* 
memoration of it. I omitted to mention in due 
place that there was another one of these Hills o£ 
Peace, which stood about 800 yards due west from 
the other one, and on the north bank of the water 
of Barraway. This was the least of the two ; and 
was also unfortunately demolished a few years ago 
for materials to make the new road north from the 
town of Strathmiglo, which now passes near its 
northern base« The name of the paric or indosure 
in which it stands, or rather once stood, (as only 
abput 10 or 12 feet of its base now remain) retains 
still some vestige of its original name, though sadly 
corrupted, being called the Peat-hill Park, a strange 
perversion of the word peace into peaL As there is 
no moss near it, from whence peats or any thing 
of the kind could be got, it is beyond all doubt 
that the Peace*hill had been its original aamfi. 
Thus we see that many of our greatest antiquities 
are hid in obscurity, or lost. By our paying more 
attention to the sound than to the meanmg of a 
name, it, through time, may be perverted as he 
from its primary sigmfication (x design, as the two 
poles are from each other^ How mifortonate it is 
that these two noble monuments of Roman.anti^ 
quity have both shared such a fiite, and their 
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b^uty entirely defaced before they were ever, irr^ 
troduced into public notice. There is^ something 
$till very remarkable about these ; and that is^tbat 
the two otba: Dunipatis^ or Hills of Peace, erected 
on the banks of the Carron, appear to have taken* 
their model froin them, or hs^Ve been erected in 
imitation of them^ as the least of the two standa 
6n the north bank of the river, and is also about 
duel west from the largest in both places;^ and I 
believe seemingly much about the same distance 
from each other. I once crossed the Carron near 
the largest of the two ; and, if I remember rights it 
stood at a pbceof the river where it takes a small 
bend to the north, in the same manner that the 
largest one on the Baraway does. If, then, as I 
suppose, those on the Carron are iii imitation of the 
two on the Baraway, it is obvious that the latter 
Vi^re the first erected, as they evidently were part- 
ly natural and partly artificial, and consequently 
(could not be a model taken from the former, which 
are obviously wholly artificial. I may further 
remark, regarding this great and interesting battle, 
that a most respectable gentleman, residing in the 
immediate vicinity of the field of battle^ who went 
to see the field on which the battle of Waterloo was 
fought, told me lately that, there is a striking re« 
semblance betwixt them ; only with this difference, 
that the small river Eden runs in the hollow here^ 
and there is none at Wat^loo. Whenever he 
tow the field of Waterloo^ . it put him :^t once ia 
bemembrante.of.the banks, of the, Eden^at the 
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place where, for aboui three miles^ it gently slopes 
with some mequalities on both sides of the riven 
What is also remarkable is> that the site of the 
Roman town Orea, nigh the westefm base of the 
Lomond Hill, corresponds with the spot at the 
observatory where Bonaparte stood and viewed the 
battle i and the road from Orea, leading past the 
Orquharts across the Eden, also corresponds with 
the one across the field of Waterloo by La Belle 
Alliance to Mount St Jean, &c. It will be also per* 
ceiyed, by looking at the map^ that the spot where 
the battle of Mcralis Ford was fought corresponds 
with that in which the final and tremendous struggle 
took place between the 42d regimrat, supported by 
a regiment of dragoon guards and the Scots Greys^ 
and the French Imperial Guards ; so it app^rs 
that both battles were decided by a terrible charge 
Df cavalry. 

Though the Roman army marched back, after 
the battle, to the territories of the Horestians, 
it is highly probable that they returned the same 
way on their march northward through Stratheam ; 
nay, it is almost certain thjtf they did so, as this 
was the great road from the south to the north } 
and the Urbs Orea is said tx> be near it by Tacitus. 
— Oliver Cromwell's army also used this road. (See 
Appendix G.) A small silver coin of the Emperor 
Domitian, formerly alluded to, was picked up last 
summer on the surface of the ground in a field 
nigh Ledin Orquhart, seemmgly in the line of 
march of the Romans. It is much about the size 
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tiid wdght of out sixpence ; I believe, it is wbatt 
is called a Roman penny in Scripture, value seven- 
pence halfpenny, in excellent preservation, having 
the head of Domitian quite entire, and his name 
** Domit. Aug. Imp. &c.'*-f— on the reverse, " Imp. 
*' XXII. Con, XVL Cen, P. P. P. j" /. e. Emperor, 
twenty-two years Consul, sixteen times Censor, 
and Perpetual Father of his country. The name 
is quite legible around the head, and the legend 
belonging to his name, the corona, is in as excel- 
lent preservation, as if it had been only struck a 
few years ago* It appears, indeed, to have been 
very little worn at all, previous to its being lost, I 
suppose, by some of the soldiers. , On the reverse^ 
there is a Roman soldier, or Mars in full armour, 
and in the posture of fighting, standing with his 
left leg nearly at full length before the right one j 
his left arm stretched at full length, holding 
out a round shield, forming more than half a circle, 
which covers all the left side and shoulder. He 
holds a small short sword in his right hand, with 
his arm raised in the attitude of striking, — ^and with 
this short sword and round shield th^ Romans 
ccmquered the world. The right side, which is 
most exposed, and the left shoulder, are both co« 
>^ered with a coat of mail, which is yet quite 
visible. There is a hdmet upon the head, and a 
peak rising from the upper and back part of the 
head, which juts out a little, and, hanging down^ 
def»ds both the upper and back part of the head|-— 
:somcthing resembling the tuft of black horse hair 
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on the back part of our dragoons* helmets. (See 
Appendix CC.) Although the Roman army might 
return back this way, there is not the least shadow 
of probability that ever their brave general Agri- 
cola returned with them, as this evidently appears 
to have been his ne plus ultra towards the north. 
Domitian being a little before thb elected Emperor^ 
in consequence of the death of his brother Titus, 
though he received the news of this victory with 
seeming satisfaction, yet inwardly repined at the 
reputation Agricola gained by it. His invidiously 
mean spirit did not suffer that hero to remain in 
this post, where his fame might still have gained 
an additional lustre. He, therefore, recalled him 
immediately, on {Mretence of promoting him to the 
government of Syria ; but, after making the Se« 
nate decree him a statue crowned with laurel, he 
treacherously dispatched him by means of poison* 
Thus we see that the eminent services that great 
man had done the Empire were most ungrate- 
fully requitted by that cruel, treacherous, and un- 
worthy Emperor, 
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CHAP. Va 



316^ disc(/uety of the Jive Roman towns Orea, Guidi^ 
Lindum^ Victoria^ and Alauna ; with an account 
of the sacrijices to Bacchus Oreus on the hills con^ 
iigueust 



Sect. L— The UrjSs Dreaw 

Let us now turn our attention to the Romart 
town Orea, discovered in the neighbourhood, which 
has been the object of the most anxious researches 
of the antiqiiary foi* ieVeral hundred years back. 
Sibbald, in his History of Fife, labours hard to 
find it somewhere about the Loch Ore, or water of 
Ore, from the resemblance the ohe name has to 
the other ; and mentions some old trenches to hav6 
been found nigh the outlet of Lochore, in support 
of his conjecture ; but his annotator remarks that 
this is too sleilder evidence to make good such att 
important subject of inquiry. He supposes it may 
also have been at Falkland ; others, he says, con-^ 
jecture that it was at Cupar. But he comes a 
little more hear it in mentioning this last place, a» 
it was generally supposed to have been in Fife^ 
and more particularly in the territories of the Vca* 
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nicontes. He say$ th^t the learp^d Mr Gordoii 
of Straloch is clearly of opinion that the Venni* 
eontes resided in Fife ; and it now appears that his 
opinion was right. We have, however, a stilj 
more sure guide to follow ii| this, viz. Ptolemy, 
from whom Mr Sibbadd quotas a passage proving 
that this Orea was to be found in the territories of 
the Vennicontes. *^ Sub iis, qui niagis occidentale^ 
^^ funtj habitant Vennicontes^ in quibus est Urbs Oreay 
Sibbald's annotatpr repder$ it th)j|s : ^^ ynder those 
^* that Uve more tp the west, liye the Vennicontes^ 
^* in whose territories is the town Orea/' Now^ 
in my humble opinion, this passage is by no means 
jight translated ; for by this it would make it ap- 
pear as if the Vennicontes had been slaves living 
vmder those people who live pnor^ to the west of 
Fife. Though I have no iftore of Ptolemy before 
me but Sibb^iJd's quotgtiofi frpm him, yet it i^ 
quite obviou§ that it is not people but rocks or 
hills that h^ is here describing. It is plain to me 
that he \v^ beep describing qr speaking of the 
people whp dwelt ip the v?ile or strath of Eden, 
opposite to, or under, th?f lopg range of rocks 
which runjs along the face of the Lomond Hill, 
fronting the north. He, in tlie next sentence, 
adds, ** Vennicontes babitanf*- the Vennicontes live, 
^* sub its J* (supply rupibusj under those (rocks) 
^* qui magis occidentales sunt^^ which have a more 
westerly aspect, " in quibus est Urbs Orea^* a? 
l^iongst whi^h, (rupibus^ rocks, the quibus having 
g r^f^efice to (he fpcks iq the preceding s^nten^^) 
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is the town Orea. Now, this is exactly the sittia* 
tion in which it is found under those rocks, which 
assume a more westerly aspect ; and they begirt 
to do this about the centre of the highest peak of 
the hill, and stretch away to the south, nearly as 
fer as the river Leven. This also, by the bye, 
plainly points out to us where the Vennicontes had 
Kvcd, namely, in those populous villages which 
stretch all along the east side of Loch Leven, and 
under the high rocks in the face of the Bishop 
Hill, comprehending also the most part of Kinross* 
shire. Ptolemy thus points out to us, as by an in- 
dex« the situation of the foundations of the houses 
lately discovered, which are plainly discernible. 
The adjacent form towns deriving their names from 
it, &c. clearly prove that this is the site of the real 
Roman town the Urbs Orea. It had stood direct* 
ly below the steep verdant base of the western 
Lomond Hill, a little to the west of the highest 
peak or top of the hill, where it begins to subside 
into a plsun. There is a cluster of free stone rocks 
which jut out from under the base of the hill 
close beside it, with a large perforation through the 
rock called the Maiden-bore, because maidens only 
were supposed capable of passing through it. The 
passage had been originally very small, yet it is 
now so enlarged, in consequence of so many people 
trying to pass, or rather to creep through it, that 
it will now admit the most bulky person. 

The site of that ancient Roman town plainly 
points itself out by the foundation of every house , 
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in it being still distinctly visible. Some of the 
foundations have been so deep in the earth, that 
they yet appear to be two, and some of them nigh 
three feet deep ; generally from fifteen to sixteen 
feet long, by twelve broad. They appear to have 
been built of stone without any lime or cement, as 
nothmg of that kind can be perceived about the 
foundations, — resembling in that particular the tem« 
pie called Arthur's Oven on the banks of the Car- 
ron. A neighbouring proprietor told me lately 
that, when their tofts needed any repairs, the peo- 
ple were accustomed to go to these ruins and take 
stcHies from them, because it was easier to get them 
this way than from the quarry. This consequently 
accounts for the stones being now all removed. 
The bouses appear to have been vaulted over in 
the roof like an oven, in a manner similar to the 
house lately discovered at the Roman town of 
Lindum. Orea, though only a small town, had 
occupied a space of ground not less than three 
Scots acres ; being lately measured and ploughed 
since the commcmty was divided. A rampart of 
earth had been cast up, and drawn around the 
town, in the form of a large parallelogram, a fa^ 
vourite figure of the Romans, inclosing these three 
acres. Nine or ten houses appear to have stood 
on the western rampart, parallel to one another, or 
all in one row. There appears to have been the 
same number near the middle, on a high ridge 
raised up artificially, in order to make their situa- 
tion more dry. Two or three of the largest ones had 
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run across on the south side nearest the hill ; one o^ 
them thirty feet long, but divided in the middle^ 
being a double one ; the other twenty-four feet. 
Other ten houses appear to haye stood by them- 
lelves in a row, on the east side. The whole a- 
mounted to about thirty houses. There evidently 
appears to have been another house about twenty- 
five yard^ east, about half way betwixt the town 
and the place were they had got their water. The 
foundations of this house are deep in the earth, 
with the end of it towards the hill, betwixt two 
sniall rocks ; which I take to have been the Priest*§ 
house, as there is a small artificial green mount, 
square in its form, and about three or foiir feet 
high, which I suppose to have been one of the 
altars upon which they had sacrificed to some of 
their gods. 

A fine mountain stream, arising about SOO feet 
on the hill above the town, from si;i or seven foun-? 
tains of most excellent, copl, and limpid water, 
issuing from lime-stone rock, and dashing over 
rocks and large stones, forming some beautiful 
cascades, and running within fifty or sixty yards of 
the town, h^d supplied it with water. This would 
put the inhabitants in remembrance daily of the 
fine Alpine scenery they had left behind them ; es- 
pecially as ther^ was anciently a large wood of oak 
wiiich ran round the bottom of the hill for about 
six or seven miles all the way from Falkland wood 
on the east, to Kinneswood on the south-west, near 
fjae east end of Loch Leven. Nothing of this an- 
8 
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cidit wood, originally called the wood of Gilmagad^ 
n6w remams, save the wood of DrumdrieU which 
was lately out, but. has begun tp grow again* On^ 
ly one root of oak, oi very large size, yet remains 
as a specimen, and obviously one of the aboripna^ 
or original ones, about a mile west from the ate 
of Ores* The road from the town to the place 
where they got their water is quite distinct, and ap* 
pears 16 have been cut through a small artificial 
grec^n mdimt,^-^! suppose for the purpose of pouring 
out a: Hbaticm to liieptune,-wnear to the foresaid al^ 
tar s nd another artificial qx>t, a little raised, at 
the front of a small rock, forming all three a tri^ 
angle, but fin- what purpose I am at a loss to con« 
lecture. There has also been a small roundish 
biulding vk^ the awth ^de, and betwixt the two 
principal rows of hopses, about sixty feet in dxm 
cumferenoe, the door of which had entered from 
(he north west, which I suppose to have been a 
temple^r-r-perhaps to Gloactna. Other five or six 
hmises, evidently of the saine nature, and seeming* 
hf poeval with those at Orea, stood about half a 
mile further east, at the foot of the btU. Thougii 
we may lament that the i^aUowed fdough has 
got into the sit^ of Orea, y^ it is in a manner ow« 
ing to the circumstance of its bdng paired and 
biumed prevbus to its be«ig ploughed, that the 
town was^ <&covered, by making thp foundations 
of tte houses appear more distinctly ; as, previous 
to this, the heath grew so luxuriantly, as in a 
manner to hide these foi|ndatio&s ; in conseqiicnce^ 

a 
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eyery year the rums mil be less cHscemibk, as thfo 
is now the third time it has been plou^ied* The 
western half of the ground upon which Orea stood^ 
consisting of about an acre and a half, appears to 
liave been once in a state of cukivation, I 8up« 
pose for vegetables or garden stuffs, as there is 
a great contrast betwixt it and die eastern half^ 
vrhich seems never to have been occupfed in tim 
vnj. The name Orea can be easily traced in that 
of the adjacent farm towns, winch obvioo^ ai^>ear 
to have derived their mginal names from their con* 
tiguity to it* There are four £utn8 immediately on 
the north side of it, two Upper «id two Nether 
Orquharts, each' c^ these having part of their hnds 
extending to the heath or moor immediately below 
the town, which was formerly a commonty, but was 
lately divMed. Now, it is palpably evident that 
d«r names originally had been Oreaifuarts, the 
four towns adjacent ori)elongmg to Orea* TI^, 
with very little variation, are still pronounced Of- 
quarts, or more vulgarly, the Orfoots ; and some 
even spell them Urquharts, but this is obviously * 
greater deviation frcmi the ordinal name tiian any 
ofthe other two. (^reac^arts then i^nly appears to 
have been the name given them by the Rom^ois, 
firomthe liatin word quatuory four,— or rather quar^ 
fusy the. fourth part,— 4>ecause each of these four 
towns had a part or fourth part of their farm con* 
dguous to Orea, and also appear to have belonged 
to, and been cultivated by, the Oreans. The inha- 
Mtants of Orc» bad the precautioa to cast op a 
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drong rampart or embankment of earth immediate- 
Ij ^bo7e their town^ where they apprehended the 
greatest danger from the large stones falling dowa 
from the rocks, ^bout twelve or thirteen years 
ago, a very large and weighty stone, I suppose be* 
twist 100 and 120 tons weight, detached itself from 
these high rocks« A neighbouring proprietor hap* 
pened just at the time to be near, and heard the 
fir«t dash it gave fronti the rock, and observed it 
roUin^ dowa ul the most grand and formidable 
jMnner. He said, however, that it did not move 
so visry, rapidly as one might suppose, on account 
of its tremendous weight dnking it so deep into 
the earth, leaving a track behind it like a movwtaia 
torrent. 

Had the Oreans, when residing here, bdield this 
hnge mass descending upon them with such terri- 
fic grandeur, it would have filled them with dismay^ 
Botwithstaiiding of their precautions, as it appeared 
to be making directly for the south-west comer of 
their town. It had at length turned upon its flattest 
aide^ and, after toss^ig and heaving for some time» 
every great plunge that it made sunk it so deep 
into the ground as greatly to retard i(s progress, and 
weaken its force, till at length it was so deeply in- 
gulphed in the earth as to stop it altogether ; and 
there it lies, about forty yards above the site of 
Orea, as a rude centinel to guard that pass. It has 
lately been split in pieces by powder, having taken 
twenty-seven shots to eflfect it. 

But there is something still more remarkable a* 
09 
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bout Ottz than any thing hitherto mentioned, wd 
that is a curious triangular table,^— or hit, as it ii 
Usually called, from its somewhat resembling a 
three cornered hat,— cut out of the si^d freestone 
rock, and standing nearly as entire as when the Ro« 
toans left it. It appears to have measured origi« 
nally about twenty feet long by about ten broad in 
the centre, and about two and a half feet thick ; but 
there seem to have been about three or four feet 
broken off the southern angle, the fragments of 
which iare lying at the foot of the steep bank below* 
It stands upon a pedestal of freestone rock, about 
twelve or thirteen feet high, fronting the west per« 
^endicularly, and having a stalk or piUar about 
three and a half feet high, cut out with great 
labour and ingenuity, proportionally strong, to sup^ 
port the enormous wdght of the table above ; whkb 
projects over the supporting pillar in the longest 
angle towards the north, about m'ne feet horizon- 
tally, and had d<»ie so originally as fer towards tha 
louth, before the four feet had been brc^en off it. 

It has a most curious and iaiitastic aj^pearance at 
a distance; and, l»d Butler seen it, and wished to 
give it a place in his Hudibras, we may suppose him 
to have described it thus :-*^ 

Muck like unto a hi^e black cocIr# 
^ So fixvnly pcrch'd upon the rock» 
That it hath stood since days of yore, 
7uU flCTcntecn hundred years and mor^| 
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And as Jthey kft it f o it standst 

A fortunate table to the sun^ 

That by it bad luck they might shmu 

If free it still liereafter sundf» 

From idle apd njiiscbicTOQs handi^ 

Perhaps it may resbt the climei , * 

And fall coeval with old Time. 

As this seems evidently to be one of the greatest 
Koman antiquities in the kingdom, and also as on6, 
such as it, has been an appendage of every Roman 
town hitherto discovered, I shall be a little more 
particular in giving my opinion concerning it (t 
appears that such a table as this was customarj 
amongst various idolatrous nations, and was very 
frequently found in the environs of various towns, 
from the remotest ages of antiquity. It is pretty 
evident that it was for conforming to this idolatrous 
practice, so common among their neighbours, that 
the Israelites of old were so severely reprimanded 
by the Prophet Isaiah, or rather God by the mouth 
of His Prophet : Chap. Ixv. II,—" But ye are 
*^ they that forsake the Lord, that forget my holy 
^' mountain, that prepare a table for that troop (Le 
^ Gad), and that furnish drink-offerings to that 
** number :*' In the Hebrew Lc Meni or Meni. 
Here are two names. Gad and Meni, which seem 
x6 be false heathen gods concealed under these names^ 
to whose honour, sacrifice and drink-offerings were 
made* The l^eptua^nt version of that text may 
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be thus rendered, ^^ You who hare foiiaken me, 
•• and forgot my holy mountain, you prepare a table 
^' rS iaifApviff for the Devil, and fill a nuxture r^ 
^* ^^X^ *^ fortune/' The vulgar Latin thus, — 
•* Sui ponitii' forttma mensam^ et libaiis super earn, 
^ who set a table to fortune, and sacrifice upon it.^ 
It is a settled opinion among the Hebrews that 
Gad signifies good fortune, that is, the star and 
genius that presides over happy births. When 
Zilpah bare Jacob a son, Leah said ^^ Bagad, a troop 
•* Cometh/* The ancient Paraphrast Jonathan and 
Onkelos, read, ** The happy star or good fortune is 
*• come/* As for Meni, some derive it from Ma- 
nah, to tell or reckon, and conceive it signifies 
a certain number of stars, or the seven planets* 
Mons. Jurieu inclines to the opinion that Gad 
and Meni are the two geniuses who preside over 
generation,— the two stars which overmle nativities ; 
and probably these two ate the sun and the moon. 
*^ The Sun is the grand principle of generation, and 
'* therefore ought to have the first place, and the 
•• Moon the next to it.** To confirm this, he ad- 
duces a pas^ge of Strabo, (Geog. lib. 12.) " That, 
•* a,t the city of Cabira in Armenia, there is the 
•* temple of Menis Pharnaces, to which belongs a 
** town called Armeia, in which are many slaves, 
^* and under whose jurisdiction is a district conse* 
*' crated to the temple, the revenue whereof belongs 
** to the Priests* The Kings have so great a devo« 
^ lion to it, that they swear by the fortune of the 
** King and the tatle of Pharnaces, *Ti$ a temple 
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*' ctf the Moon» as that in Albama, and others m 
•' Phiygia, ynder the very same name of the temple 
•* of Menis/' 

Now, upon this table, it Is highly probable that 
victuals were consecrated, and offered to the ge« 
niuses worshipped in the temple, viz. the Sua 
and Moon. Herodotus also mentions the table 
of the Sun among the Ethiopians. " Such,** says 
he, " is the Table of the Sun, (Lib* iii. cap. 18.) 
^^ There is in the suburbs a green field, covered 
** every night, by the Magistrates of the to\m, with 
^^ all sorts of four footed beasts roasted. When 
^' the Sun is up, all people are free to come and 
^* feast there. The inhabitants say the earth pro« 
'* duces and yields these things continually/* The 
Greek word fjt,fiPfi the moon, ana ^^^ a month, are 
so evidently derived from Meni, that one cannot but 
think ^^y^, and Meni signify the same star j and} 
consequently, the Meni of Isaiah is the Moon. 1st 
rael was so mad ih favour of these idols as to pre* 
pare a table, and pour out mixt wine for drinks 
offbings to them : They would rather have pinch^ 
ed their families than stinted their offerings. 

I am fully of opinion, then, that it was in imtta« 
tion of this idolatrous practice, so common in eastern 
countries, that the Romans had »^cted thn table to 
the sun at Orea. It is further remarkable that the 
shape or model of the table is that which Plato 
borrowed from the banks of the Nile, being an' 
abused or corrupted notion of the Trinity, under Ae 
species oiFornip Matter ^ and CompwHon^ being i^ 
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ktctHngular tnail^ apj^ed to the uniirerse of tiling^. 
The Pktdnic ddty shews what was miderstood by 
it. (Obel, Ptoiph. L I. c. 6.) 




ISIS or Passiye Principle. 



Itist therefore, evident that this had been in- 
tended as a table to the sun ; as by Osiris» tn the £« 
gyptiau mythology, is meant the Sun^ and thi$ 
angle is directly to the south, pointing to the Sun 
ia. his meridian altitude. The other two angles are 
pretty entire. It b pretty evident that this tables 
had been made entirely after the model of Plato's, 
which ts in the form here represented* It appears 
also to have bem the original figure of the table at 
Orea^ before the southan angle, (the one at Osiris), 
feU; from it, or rather had been broken off by vi(^- 
lence^ and making some allowance for what the 
wither has worn off it since, as it is this angle which 
is. most €q>osed to the air* The perforation m the 
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rock near It had ate aUamcm^ I mtfpoit^ to somet^g 
regarding their worship, as the rock through vflAck 
it is made is about fout fedt thick, and rises about 
eight feet above it. Had it been in the time of 
Popery, I would hare supposed it to have been made 
fbr the purpose of confession tb the Prkst, without 
being seen by him. 

The proprietor has been at the trouble of cutting 
out a nice cove or small house in the rock immedi^ 
ately bdow the perforation or maiden bore, (Set 
Appendix A«) with seats sufficient to ccmtain with 
ease fcmrteen people, and a door like that of a ce!* 
lar, which will admit a horse to enter and stand ia 
the middle. I recently learned that, in {toughing 
the ground where OresL stood, the men lately found 
different fragments of urns below a cai^eway of 
round stones at the foot of the middle row of 
bouses } but they were so brittle that they broke m* 
to fragm^its when tdkesa ovkU There were other 
fragments of urns found, most of which I bavepro« 
cured. They are made of lime, and there is litde 
more than the bottom of them remaimng. They were 
thin dnd brittle, and their colour white in the insitle^ 
and blackish externally, by having been on the fire^ 
One of these fragments is like our modem flower* 
pots both in colour and m the edges of the mouth ; 
only this is square, and bulges out below the neck^ 
whereas our flower pots are generally roundidi in 
the lips, and omtract gradually to die bottom^ This 
re^ may th^ef^t^ 1^ <;QiuideKed at an additioi^ 
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evidence of thb bdng tbe true ske c^ the «idem 
Orea. 

Every classical scholar knows that Orens was 
an epithet given to Bacchus from the hSls upon 
which sacrifices were made to him. Hence^ the 
Oreades were styled Nymphs of the Mountains. It 
it quite obvious, therefore, that Orea had been 
so named in honour of Bacchus, being, from its 
€<»tiguity to the Lomond Hill, so v^ll adapted 
for worshiping him under the epithet of Bacchus 
Oreus. TMs may also account for the immense 
collection ci stones found on the top of the hill» 
which is the subject of admiration to every cme 
who sees them, where they could possibly all come 
from ; more especially, when it is considered that 
no such stones zre now to be found in the vicinity^ 
though on the east Lomond Hill some such are to 
be found. They seem to be a sort of stones peculiar 
to themselves, and sacred to Bacchus, generally of a 
xound, heavy, hard, black, basalt st<me» seemingly a 
spedes of iron stone ; and, if you strike two of them 
together, they have a strong sulphuric smell* Quartz 
tod will emit a simitar odour, but they are by no 
means of the species of quart?. 1 he sacred circle on 
the top includes a space of 360 feet round the circle 
of stones, about two feet thick at the extremity,— 
placed in such a way as not to spread out or scatter,*— 
resembling a sunk foice, and thickemng and accu* 
mulating along to the centre of tbe top, where they 
aj^ear to be betwixt 20 and 80 feet tbickt Many 
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attempts have hem liadt to get to the bottom of 
them, but they have always failed. 
. The Orean Nymphs of the Momitains appear to 
have been professed and zealous d^c^ees to the 
worship of Bacchus. Many a heavy burdoi df 
these stones they have trudged up the hill with^ 
little l^edmg, perhaps, at the time that it was dzf« 
ficult enough of a^em in itself, but rendered much 
more so by thesef heavy loads ; their zeal for the wor* 
ship of the joUy God, as he was called, had tend* 
ed to make their labour comparatively light The 
hill bang 1850 feet in height, last time I ascend- 
ed it, I found it difficult enough to do so without 
any burden at all ; though, at the same time, I 
endeavoured to follow the advice of Russell, the 
tavern muse, to those intending to climb Ben 
Lomond :— - 

** Oft staid my steps to taste the cordial drop ; 
** And also rested loogy long on the top/' 

Besides the wild and unfrequented places where 
the worship of Bacchus was performed more sta« 
l^dly, there were some mountains which were 
more sacred and peculiarly devoted to his worship* 
Thus we read of different mountains where the 
sacred rites of Bacchus (^Bacchanalia^ Orgia^ vel 
Dionpi^J were celebrated every third year (hence 
called Ti^terica) in the night time ; chiefly oq 
Cithasroo, aA4 Ismemis in Bceotia^ on Ismarus^ 
Rhodope^i and Edon in Thrace. 
The fes^vah of fi»cchus^ QgW^i Libcralia^ were 
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hM tta the I8th March intd: IJK A)di Septeiolier, 
^hen they first <drank new wme ; wHch fe^dvab 
Appear ta have been carefbUy kept by the Oreans. 
TI^ inbabitants of the other Roman towns in N(»th 
Britain appear also to have been worshippers of 
Orean Bacchus upon the hills. Happening once 
to be on the top of the Pentland Hills with a party^ 
we came upon a very large quantity of stones^ 
though not near so great as on die Lomond Hill. 
They were of a pale red cobur^ a smt of light 
trap or clay slate, no doubt sacred to Bacchus^ 
12nd offered to him as such, on account of th^r 
Colour being that of white wine^ by the inhabitants 
of the town of Guidi ; but this colour seems to be 
accidental or peculiar to this hill# 



Sect. IL-*-Guidi. 

The Roman town of Guldi is supposed to have 
stood on the east side of the public road opposite 
to die toll at the entrance into Morton Hall, a$ 
there were some stone coffins found when making 
the road. I am of opinion, however, that that was 
not the true site of the ancient town of Guidi, but 
that it stood about half a mile farther west, about 
mid-way betwixt the toll and the Hunter*s Trysti 
on the lands of Comistown, a Ktttle to the north 
of that large upright stone which stands on the 
north side of the road ; which stone obviously ap- 
pears to me to have been the support of the trU 
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tflgular table of the ^un to the town of Guidi. I 
am the more confirmed in this from the above 
inentioiied collection of stones offered to Bacchus, 
bemg found on the hill directly opposite to this; 
K0W9 if Guidi had stood east at the toll^ the inha« 
bitants would naturally have sacrificed on the hilL 
most contiguous to them^ viz. on the east end o£ 
the Pentland Hills. Those from Edinburgh wha 
wish to gratify more fully their curiosity in thi> 
particular, will find the collection of stones on th^ 
top of the hill south-west from the farm-town of 
Swanston, where, besides the beautiful and exten* 
isive view to the north, east, and south, they will 
ako see Habbie^s How up the Esk by Logait^ 
House. I rather conjecture that there bad been 1 
Roman station at or near to the entrance to Mortoft 
Hail, and that those stone coffins had heea foaoA 
where their cemetery had been ; or perhaps it wat 
the cemetery to the town of Guidi. The Oreann 
had also dealt in these red stones, which evidently 
appear to have been sacred to Bacchus, as I found 
tome fragments of them about their dwellings^ 
which had obviously been once in a fluid state, or 
rather in a state of fusion, of a dark red colour. 
There is also a kiln upon the hill, in a holfow 
above what I take to be the Priest's House, where 
there is a good deal of red stones lying about the 
mottth of it, though mostly covered over with rub- 
bish above two feet deep, yet verdant on the top, 
obviously of great antiquity j and part of the^ides 
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that appear are beautifully Titrified through the ia^ 
tensity of heat. 

In ail the Roman towns that have stood m tlitf 

country, diere is still some analogy or resemblance 

in the modem name to the ancient ; or, at least, 

the name of the town contiguous may be in some 

measure traced up to the original one* Guidi^ 

indeed, of which we have just now been speaking, 

seems to be the only exception ; but this may bo 

easily accounted for, as I formerly n^ntioned, from 

the most striking evidences, that it is most probable 

that it stood a little north of that large upright 

stone on the side of the road, and also a very Iktie 

south from the bouse of Comistown. Now, as 

Comes, in the Latin language, signifies an Earl, 

alio the tutor of great men's children, or the head 

of any sdiool or society, though we cannot well 

suppose Gttidi to have been the residence of an 

Earl, or any great man in the Emperor's train or 

court equivalent to an Earl m dignity, yet v% can 

easUy and very naturally suppose an eminent teacher 

to have resided in it, for teaching the Latin lan« 

guage to the youth belonging to the better sort in 

the country around. The British are said to have 

laid aside dieir rude and savage habits, and aa^ 

sumed the politeness of the Romans ; and arts and 

sciences, so little regarded by them before, are 

said to have flourished among them as much as in 

any other part of the Roman dommions. Before 

th^ could be attamed, their language behoved also 

to be learned } consequently this eminent teacher 

8 
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er iiead of the semuwy in Guidi would mtnmUy 
be styled the Cmes^ by way of cminenijc; a|Kl». 
though this British might not attempt to keep up 
the awkward name of Guidi, yet the town might 
sdll be calfed the town of the Comes, or the Co*^ 
mestown, which it sdU retains. The name can by 
no means be derived, as some pretend to say, from 
Camus the Danish general ; for this Danish gene- 
ral £dl unoiediately after the battle of Barrie, more 
than 900 years after this period, in Malcolm II/$ 
reign, in his flight to the north, at a town or smaU 
village in Angus, named after him to perpetuate 
that event. 



Sect. IIL---»Lin0i;m» 

Thb next Roman town that presents itBelf is that 
of Undum. It has been generally supposed to 
have stood near about Ardoch ; but this appears 
to be a mere vague conjecture, without any odier 
evidence in support of it than those remau^kable 
camps which the Romans had diere; but there 
a4>pears never to have been even a Roman station 
there, hr less a town. They usually chose, for the 
site of their towns, places singularly romantic or in« 
vitmgly pleasant, none of which, 1 believe, is to be 
Sound about Ardoch. 

There was a Lindum, a Roman town, in Eng- 
land, now the city of Lincoln, where diere are yet 
considerable remains of Roman antiquities to-be 
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teen } and Can^den relates that, in this shh'e, at a 
place called Harlaicton) in the reign of Henry VIIL 
there was ploughed up a brazen ve^ef, wherdn 
m^ dn helmet of gold, of a very ancient feshion, 
beset with imoiy precious stcmes. Our southern 
neighbours have not dealt to fair with the latter 
part of the name Lindum, retaining cmly the first 
part, LiK, and suppressing the latter part, the dum, 
altogether, by drowning it in the river Coin, or 
tome other which runs past that city, and substi* 
luting the eetn in its place. Our ancient predtces* 
flors here have, however, been more faithful: in re« 
taining all the letters but one in the original name, 
only substituting an n in place of an m, and trans- 
posing the i and the t/, which will be fovind in the 
name Lundin, namely Lundin House, in the south* 
cast of Fife, near Largo Law, where, I believe, the 
true site of the ancient Lindum is to be foand. 
Boeth. in Hist^ Scot. 15, relates ** that, in the year 
f* of our salvadon 1531, not hr from the moiith 
^>< of the river Leven, in Fife, a great many Roman 
f* coiof were found by shepherds, put up in a brass 
f ^ vessel, tofM of them of gold and some of them 
f^ of silver ; upon some of which was^ in the face of 
*^ the medal, a Janus double^aced, and on the re** 
*^ verse the beak of a ship ; others of them had the 
^^ face of tome Rpman .emperor, widi the legend of 
<* thdr name, offices, and honours about it ; and 
5* upon the reverse was the picture of Mars, Ve« 
^^ nus, or Mercury, or some other idol, or the wolf 
l^ suckling Romulus and Remus^ or these charac« 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ACCOUNT OF ROMAN ANTlQITlTIES. IIS 

"meters, S. p. Q. R. that is, Senatus Populusquc 
" Romanus.'' Now, such as these were only found 
in the immediate vicinity of either Roman stations 
or towns, Sibbald ako, in his History of Fife, 
after descril^ng the three standing atones of Lun^ 
din, adds, *^ It is said that some ancient sepulchres 
<^ have been found near to this/' Most fortunate* 
]y for the antiquary, one of these hitherto only 
su{qx}sed sepukhres was discovered acddemally in 
the year 1795. The servant of the late Mr Hender- 
son, farmer in Hatton, on the estate of Lundin, when 
ploughing on an eminence, called Hauonlaw, little 
more than a quarter of a mile north-east of Lundin 
House, struck upon a stone, which a man was em- 
ployed to take out, when, a£^ loosing it, to his 
utter astonishment, down it fell plump into a sub- 
terraneous house. After making a sufficient en- 
trance, be went down into it, and found it evident- 
ly to have been a house once inhabited, as there 
were several household utensils in it, though in a 
om^derable sta^ of decay. I had heard before of 
the discovory, tmt somewhat imperfectly ; till lately^ 
as I was thinking upon this subject, it occurred to 
my mind that there was a man living in my imme- 
diate neighbourhood, who, I knew, came from that 
quarter. I sent for him, and have often seen him 
since^ and questioned him most particularly about 
it. Indeed, I could not have applied to a fitter 
person, as he was, at the time it was discovered, a 
young man living with his father, in the very next 
house to it, and on the ;ide of the indosure wher« 

H 
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It took place, and was in it mostly every day dftr^ 
ing the time it was taking down. He informed 
me that it was nicely arched or vaolted over like an^ 
oven^ abont the size of an ordinary room, built of 
yellowish unbtirnt lime-stone, withont any lime or 
cement. He saw in it an old tea kettle of bronze 
of the same sort of mettle with those Roman ves« 
sels lately found at Balcanquhall. There was* ako 
the tusk and grinder of a Caledonian wild boar in 
which the country then abounded ^ the tusk about 
six inches long, of a beautiful yellow enamel^ and 
the grinder so strong that the people who came 
to see the building, (as many came from all parts 
of the country to see it) called it the teeth of a lion* 
Some knives and forks were also found in il^ pretty 
much wasted wkh rust, and a particularly large 
carving knife, and several other articles about whkh 
the man does not now sa distinctly remember^ He 
mentioned also that, after the rubbish was cleared 
awayy the door entered from the south-east on the 
side of the hill, and the stones forming the sides of 
the dcor were very low, little higher than our com- 
mon chimnie», and buik of the same yeUowisb 
lime-stone with the rest of the buildings ; and what 
was remarkable about these door^cheeks, was their 
being in many places very much worn down by 
the inhabitants who bad lived in^ it bavkig so ofteft 
sharpened their knives upon them i so that, of the 
multitudes of visitors, so far were they from sup« 
posing this to be a sepulchre for the dead, as Sib* 
bald conjectured, that they rather universally ac* 
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knowledged it to have been a habitation of the liv* 
mg ; and chat they had lived well, too, and em* 
ployed their knives and forks to good purpose, or^ 
in other words, that they had been good beef- 
eaters.* 

Though it may be said by some, who may be 
sdll sceptical in this, that the sole or principal evi- 
dence of the truth of it depends upon this man's 
single testimony, it may be replied that he is 

I - ■ ■ • ' . ' 

, • As this IS an epithet given to the King's yeomen of the 
{uard> it reminds me of a pleasing anecdote concerning his 
late Majesty, which I heard a good many years ago when 
in London, and which was said to have taken place a short 
while before* I shall use the freedom to insert it here. 
Kiag George III. happening one day to be indulging him* 
«elf in a private walk with the Queen in the environs of 
Windsor palace, chanced to meet a fine smart little boy 
who had got on a suit of new cloihes» of which he appeared 
to be very proud, as young children of his age generally 
are. The King, in his usual aflFablc manner, said to him, 
•« WeB, my little boy, whom do you belong to ?'* The boy, 
well knowing who the King wasi and seemingly acquainted 
also with the mode of addressing him, replied, *^ An't please 
** your Majesty, 1 belong to one of his Majesty *s Beef-eaters" 
The King then said to him, " If you will stoop down on 
** your knee, I will allow you the honour of kissing her Ma- 
•■ jesty's hand.*' " Nay," says the boyi «* I can't do that, 
••^for it would dirty all my new breeches/' At which, it 
16 addejd, the King laughed beartilyt being ao tickled wkh 
the idea of the boy preferring his new breeches to the ho« 
nour of kissing her Majesty's hand, that he is said to have 
given the little boy half^a crown. 

h2 
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knowA to be a man of character, that would ab&of 
lying of any kind from the heart, and far more to* 
make or broach one of such a public nature, which 
could be easily detected ;; more especially as by this 
he appeals in a manner to hundreds of people wIkit 
eame from all parts of the country around to see it» 
most of whom are stilt alive« For further corrobo* 
fation of the truth of tbk, he mendon^ not only 
the man'^s name who todk the house down (NetlE 
Adamson), who, for any thing he knows, is still 
aKve, but also asserts that these very stones wUch 
served as sides to the doov, and were so much worn; 
down by the sharpening of the knives, are still used 
as stepping-slkmes over a dry stone dyke in a foot<^ 
path leading from Lundin Mill up to the old Castte^ 
of Baleruivie. He thinks that this discova;'y wm- 
made in 1795^ the year in which Lundm Mill 
bridge was carried away in consequence of a large 
tree being loosed at the roots, and brought down^ 
in the break of the storm ; and^ lying acrosa the 
arches of the bridge, dammed up the ice, whkb 
accumulated td* such a degree, as, by it its im« 
mense pressure upon the bridge, to make it give 
way with a tremendous crash. The whole south 
side of the hil4 or eminence in which this subter* 
raneoos house was found, called Hatton Law, seems* 
to have been otiee surrounded wi^ similar build* 
ingSy as- there are great numbers ef these yellow^ 
lime stones lying all around it, which seem to have 
been all brought from the hollow water or bum? 
which comes down a little east from Lundin Houses' 
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and wtst from thii hill or law. The ground is df 
B very dry, soft, and sandy nature, easHy dug into, 
and very fU for auch buildings as this. 

It is pretty evident that this Lindum had beem 
posterior to the totm of tiiat name in Somh EA 
tain, (so talledv perhaps, from a grove of Linden 
or Lime Trees), and that it had received the same 
name from its similar situation to the southern Lin» 
dum, which is said to be a plei^aht situation, buik 
xm the side of a bill, having a s(»sthaii exposure, 
as the other hat also bad. The site of Northern 
Lindum has been betwixt two small waters, one 
on the ea«t coming down from the wooded den at 
the old castle of Bsdcruivie, and the other on the 
west side, betwixt and the house of Luiidin ; and 
which streams, meeting in the plain below, render 
the situation exceeding pleasaM. The cemeter^f 
appears to have been on the soudi-east beyond the 
junction of these waters, among a dump of trees^ 
as some stone coffins and bones have been found 
there. But what is sdU further remarkable about 
this Lindum, and also a strong confirmatic^ of its 
having been a Roman town, is, that there are tbvee 
stupendous stones in the vicinity on the plain 
below, called the Standing Stones of Lundin ; and 
it was formerly observed that these tables, placed 
m the environs of the Roman towns, were an in- 
separable appendage to them ; so ibesc stones ob- 
viously point themselves out as having been the 
^pporters of the table of the sun to the town of 
Lindum. Though they have hitherto been sup* 
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posed, though without any good evidoice, to have 

been Danish xncmuments; yet as nothing can be 

assigned as a reason or evidence in siipport of tbii$ 

but vagtie conjecture, we may reject it at spurious; 

for the battle that was fought betwixt C<m$tantm, 

the Scots King, and Hubba and Horsa^ the two 

Danish Generals, took place a far way w^ from 

this, a little west from the village of Letslie, on 

both sides of the Levoi, at ^ place nam^ Mill 

Deans, or rather Danes, from this very circuod* 

stance, so that there is not the least af^arance 

of any Danish battle having ever been fought near 

Lundin, which could be the cause of any Danish 

monument being erected here, far less such sti;^)en- 

dous and remarkable ones as these stones are, 

Sibbald, in his History of Fife, mentions, that 

these stones are 18 feet high, and diawn with 

niches in the top of them, and placed in a triangular 

form. Now, this is in the same form and also about 

ibe same height with the table at Orea, If you 

measure from the foot of the rock or pedestal 

fronting the w^t on which it stands. There is a 

rock on the east side of equal height with it, and 

from which it has been once detached, from 

whence one can leap upon the table, if they have 

a steady head and nimble heels ; but, if you hap* 

hen to miss the small niche cut out f pr placing the 

fore foot in, down you must come at the risk of 

your legs, if not of your neck. 

There are three circumstances that tend to con- 
^rm me fully in the opinion that tlieye Standing 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ACCaifNT OF aOMAN ANTlQUITIEf. 119 

Stones of Liiiktia, as tbey are called^ have been 
erigiaally tl^ supports of the jtable to the sun to 
the inhabitants of Lindum i first, their being placed 
in the form of a triangle ; next, that there are niches 
or recesses cut out pretty deep, and also so ht 
back into the top of the two broadest headed ones^ 
which are obviously intended for supporting a 
great weight, and the sputh angle of the table would 
r^t on^ and {nx)ject over the stpne placed in the 
southern angl$ } aad^ lastly, these stones are dir^t* 
ly to the south of the ancient site of Lindum. So 
far as I can now recollect, from having seen them 
some considerable time ago, they also are placed 
the same way as the table at Orea with the two 
li^gest wgles pointing directly south and north, 
and plainly appear to have once supported a weighty 
stone table which now apparently lies in frag- 
ments at their feet. If the town had stood down 
in the plain, the altitude of the table would have 
been considerably above ithe houses, whereas, by 
being built up on ihe side of the hill, or rising 
ground above the plain, the height of the table 
would be corresponding to the elevation of the 
town* Thiere is then a query which very natural* 
ly occurs bere^ whom are we to blame as bemg most 
likely guilty ot having demolished such noble monu* 
ments of Roman antiquity ? I am fully of opuiion, 
that we must join with Buchanan, whof flatly ac- 
cuses Edward 1. King of England, of having not 
only taken away, (or rather purloined, for he had 
no more just right to do this^ than he had to iisjurp 
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fhe thrcme of the kmgdoiii)) the iipp* fimel of the 
door of the Roman temple wWeh stood od the 
banks of the Carron, wherein the name of the 
builder of the work is thought to have been in« 
dcribed, but also of having burned the ancient re* 
cords of the lungdom, and invidiously defacing all 
the rest of the old Scotish monuments, both of in- 
dependence and antiquity. This monument, ob* 
viously one of the most noble and conspicuous 
of Roman antiquity to be found in the island, 
would necessarily be amongst the first to feel the 
eflfects of his destructive and dilapidating rage. 
We cannot for a moment suppose that the natives 
would ever be guilty of such an outrage against 
taste and national feeling as to cover this Romsm 
town with rubbish, in order for ever to conceal it 
from human view, <^ to break down and deface 
the table in such a manner that even conjecture it« 
self has been at a loss what to make of it. No ! 
they would rather have felt proud to have had such 
noble and ancient monuments to boast of* It 
seems, however, that Edward took care that we 
should have as few of these remaining as he possi- 
bly could make, though it was certainly no very 
RoyaUlike action, but invidiously mean in the ex« 
treme, in a King, to go about industriously seddng 
for all these monuments, either of antiquity or in«- 
dependence, and orderii^ them immediately to be 
demolished. It is very fortunate^ however, that 
the table at Orea, by its sequestered situation, has 
escaped his dihpidating hands, as it has be«n so 
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yeeful as a key to find oot the rest Though Ed« 
ward's system seems to have been carried on with 
the view oi weakening their ideas of national inde* 
pendence^ yet these principles were too deq>ly 
rooted for hfan ever to be able to eradicate. He 
might sooner have exterminated them as a nation^ 
which he, indeed, from a principle of deadly hate 
and imphcable resintment, previously threatened 
to do, because, forsooth, they dared to assert their 
just rights, and attempted to set bounds to his 
lawless and inordinate ambition. He had airtualiy 
advanced nigh the very borders of the kmgdom hi 
order to put his impbus threats of utter extirpa- 
tion into execution; but he was not allowed to 
enter, being suddenly arrested by the strong arm 
of death ; and, breathing his last m a small paltry 
h\tt, was sent to give in his account to a higher 
tribunal, where justice is administered without re- 
spect of persons. But for this duty he seemed to 
be but ill prepared, if we may judge from that 
spirit of mind in which he left the world ; for, in* 
stead of shewing any remorse of conscience for the 
many unjust oppressions exercised towards this 
highly injured nation, or exhibiting any signs of 
repentance for the cruel, unjust, and barbarous 
treatment of many of the nobles who fell into his 
hands^ he left tl^ world strictly enjoining his son, 
^ith his dying breath, to carry his threats of ex- 
terminatbn into execution. But thanks to an all- 
protectii^ Providence, and the brave and inde«. 
pendent spirit of our ancestorsi this he never was 
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able to accomplish. Indeed, had there been no** 
thing more that we could justly accuse him of than 
his most barbarous and unjust treatment of the 
brave and heroic Wallace, this of itself wmild 
have be^i suficient Co leave an indelible stigma 
both upon his rdgn and his memory. 

Though we may justly lament that this, with 
Other noble monuments of Roman antiquky, have 
been destroyed, and the ruins so long ccmc^ed 
from view, yet it affords us some saail consolation 
that this ixie can be restored to its <mginal appear- 
ance J and the opulent prc^rieior. Sir James £r« 
skine of Torry, on whose ground it stands, may 
be proud in having such a noble piece of antiqiuty 
sending on his pvc^rty, and feel much gratis 
fied in having it in his power to restore it to 
its prisune state, — not, it is hoped, for the same 
idolatrous purposes for which it was originally 
erected,-— but only to let us see it in its original 
state of stupendous grandeur. It is truly a greac 
pity that the house found at Lindum was ever de« 
molished, as it would have served as a specimen 
or model for judging x>f the rest by, both there 
and at the other Roman towns. Though^ strictly 
speaking, the identical table can]K)t be restored, as 
it appears to be now lying in fragments at the foot 
of the pillars, yet a sub^tute may be easily found, 
as broad stones or flags can be got of any ^e 
from the beach a little to. the south, from whence 
these obviously have been taken. This, indeed, 
cannot well be supposed to please the too £istidif 
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<ms aBt^uary equally well as the oi%tml one ; bul^ 
when it is considared dmt these.isire the very same 
pittars which were originally placed there by th^ 
hands of the Romans, which have now stood seten* 
teen hundred years, and also siq^rted, as we 
may suppose, that horizontal table or coyering for 
f wdve centuries at least, we may be well recon- 
cited to see it thus £ir restored to its primitive 
state, and be thankful that matters are not worse. 
If thus restored in pix^r timcj it might even be 
deemed worthy of a visit from royalty itself, when 
viewing. the rest of the country. By the aid of a 
good glass, it could be perfectly discernible from 
the Calton Hill of Edinburgh, and even might, by 
a small alteraticH)^ I presuoie, be brought within 
the verge of the Camera Obscura in the New As« 
tronomical Observatory. 

Sir R. Sibbald is of (^imon that there had been 
a Roman station somewhere about the mouth of 
the river Leven, or the town of that name a little 
to the westward of this. My opinion, however, 
is, that there had been one above that a few miles, 
or rather one of those strong fortresses which are 
said to have been built between the friths at that 
remuiuibk place, bebw Katinoway, called in the 
country the Maiden Ca^le, and by Boethius, ArK 
SipUntrwnalU. This is just m such a situation as 
they usually chose for their stations or fortresses, 
having a fine commanding view to the south and 
die country around, and for guarding the road frpm 
ibc sputh. It af^iears to have been a very ancient 
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and Strong work, mostly artificial^ but partly n»> 

tural. The trenches are stHI distinctly pd^cdved 

tround it, being also upon the farm called Duniface. 

The battle, at that place, appears to have been 

fought a little to the south west, on the banks of 

the LeYen ; for, whoi making anew lead a few years 

ago at the Afilntown of Balgonie^ the workmen 

found a great many okl darta, rusty swords, spear 

heads, and other warUke wes^Kins, upon the plain 

^n the n<Mrth bank of the Leven, a little east of BaU 

gonie Old Castle. The late Earl of Leven got posses* 

don of all these relics, antk^g which there is a Roman 

sword of brass or brcmze in good preservation. This 

obviously appears to have been a battle fou^twith 

the Romans ; and a peace seems to have been patch^- 

ed up immediately after, when this Dunipads would 

be made in confirmatioa of it^ and the town of Lin-- 

dum then founded. This would be just in the same 

manner as a peace had been made with the Pictish 

King after the battle of Meraisford, or the Lomond 

Hill, and the town of Orea had been founded im<^ 

mediately after it. The Pictish Kings had always 

taken care to insure a peace immediately after a 

defeat, whatever should come of their northern 

Neighbours, who disdained submission, or to enter 

into any compromise wlmtever with the Romans^ 

After the battle of the Lomond Hill, or Meraisford, 

all that part of the island lying south of the two 

friths, — that is, the Forth and Tay^^^was reduced to 

A Roman province. The Romans are said to have 

left the northern parts to the inhidntants as a wild 
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oncultivated country, not worth the keeping, though 
there are some as fertile spots be-north the Tay a9 
are to be found in all North Briton. But I doubt we 
must apply the fable of the fox and the sour plumbs 
here, and suppose that they were not able to take 
and keep it, for they certainly did make the attempt^ 
as will be seen afterwards. 

It is said by Tacitus that strong garrisons were 
placed in the fortresses built on this side the friths, 
or south of the Tay ; for the Romans nerer had 
any footmg be-north that river. Even many of the 
Britons and southern Picts chose rather to lose their 
possessions, and retire into the north amongst the 
Scots, and the northern Picts, or those beyond the 
Tay, in Angus and Mearns, thah live under the 
Roman yoke. These were the men who, joining 
with those who afforded them refuge, n»de conti^ 
nual war with the Romans, in maintenance of that 
precious liberty their unhappy country had lost. 
They spared not even thos^ of their own country* 
men, whom they looked upon with horror for sub- 
mitting with pleasure to their slavery. These, too^ 
were the men who, along with the more northern 
iPicts and brave Scots, obliged Emperors themselves 
to come over in person and oppose the effects of 
their invmcible courage. 
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Sect. IV.— Victoria, 

The next Roman town, which in course requires 
to be elucidated, is Vicioria. This town has alt along 
been supposed to have stood somewhere about 
Perth, though the real dte has never, so far as I 
have heard, been condescended upon by an j. With 
those who suppose that it stood near to the town 
of Perth I agree ; and I shall also venture to 
give my humble opinion as to its true situation. It 
is quite obvious that the town had been so named 
in hcmour of the goddess Victoria, after some victory 
obtained over the Caledonians. The victory which 
naturally suggests itself as having been gained is 
thatatMeralsford, or, as Tacitus erroneously styles 
it, Mons Grampius, instead of Mons Lomundus. 
Some again may start this difficulty, and say that, 
as Orea is supposed to have been founded immedi« 
ately after the battle of Merahford, it was most na* 
tural that it should have had the name of Victoria, 
rather than Orea. To this it may be replied that 
the situation of Orea was so inviting for worship- 
ping Bacchus, under the epithet of Bacchus Oreus, 
on account of its immediate vicinity to the Mong 
Lomundus, that they might despair of ever finding 
a more appropriate situation \ and, supposing that 
any situation might serve for Victoria, it had been 
named Orea in hondur of Bacchus, resolving ta 
call the next town Victoria in honour of the victory. 
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Accordingly, when they marched forward in 
sight of Perth, and found an inviting situation, they 
had carried their purpose into execution, and 
founded a town in honour of the goddess Victoria. 
The particular spot where this ancient town once 
stood, in my humble opinion, is a little east from 
the public road, at the form town now called Tor« 
tzffjpie. From this the view is delightful, compre« 
bending the town of Bertha, with the beautiful and 
verdant Campus Martius, now called the North and 
South Inches, whh the majestic Tava rolling its 
ample waters close by them, and dividing a little . 
above into twostieams, and forming a beautiful and 
fertile island, just opposite to the town now called 
FriartoWn island* After having scooped out a noble 
passage through the chain of hills, the river glides, 
a little out of sight, with the most picturesque and 
precipitous rocks of Kinnoul on the opposite banks» 
constituting a fine trait in the landscape; the Gram- 
pian mountains rising in sublimity at a proper dis« 
tance, aad forming a grand back ground to the 
whole, blending the sublime and beautiful most 
happily together, and forming one of the finest 
views any where to be found. 

After Agricola's departure from Britain, we have 
but an imperfect account of what passed in the 
island, till the reign of Adrian ; so that there is a 
gap of about thirty years, namely, from the year 
85 tol 17, during which, it is supposed- the Romans 
lost much of their conquests here* We only know 
thaty during that period, Salustius Luculltu^ms sent 
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hkher by Domitian, to wboae suspicions or jeaU 
ousy be quickly fell a sacrifice. We also leam 
tbat one Ap^us Junius Sabinus was one of the 
then reigning consuls ; and, as their authority was 
supreme in time of war, there is every sq)pear- 
ance of probability that he was sent by Domitian 
to recal the brave Agricola, as it was (Mily his 
authority 9 being above that of a general, which could 
well do sO|-— and that this Appius had remained. 
There is every appearance that he succeeded Sallus* 
dus LucuUui ; and it is apparent that it had been by 
him, or under his auspices, that the town of Victoria 
was founded ; as by a little attention we will trace 
his name, along with that of Victoria the Goddess, 
named upon the town. There are two farm towns 
very nigh one another, of the name of Torsaj^te 
Easter and Wester, so it is highly probable there 
had been two small towns of the name of Victoria*. 
They bad been by the Romans called the VUtori» 
Jlpfiif or Appius. The natives might for a time 
aim at pronouncing them in this mann^, but 
through time, or after the departure of the Romans, 
as the natives were fiimous for contractions or ab- 
breviations, the first syllable of the name, ViCf 
would be left out, or relinquished as untenable ; 
they would then pronounce them the Torias iAppii^ 
and at length it would quickly d^enerate into the 
Torsappies, the name they still retain. 

We read of the Via AppU^ the Appian way, and 

the Appti Forum^ a town near Rome, mentioiied by- 

' the Apostle Paul in his journey to Rome, Aci% 

1 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



•ACCOUIrt OF ROIf AK ANTIQUlTIElJ ISt) 

:txvlii. 15. and Ivere we have the Victor iae Jppii$ 
though evidently a diflPerent man from the former, 
as there were many eminent men of the name of 
Appius. It is pretty evident then that this Ap- 
pius and the godddss Victoria had shared the 
honours betwixt them. I am the more confirmed 
in this conjecture from an Upright stone still stahd*- 
mg on the eminence a little below the farm of 
Wester Torsappie, which seems to have been the 
I^lar or support of the fortunate Table of the Sun^ 
to the two towns called Victoria, which appear to 
have stood on the plain below^ This also points 
out the true site of the Victorias, viz. that the prin- 
cipal town of the two had been directly north from 
that stone, a little farther down, and on the west 
side of that small rippling stream which joins the 
Tay, and had supplied the Victorias with water. 
This stone is not so high as any of the other three ; 
but it did not require to be so, as the towns were 
considerably lower. 

The Victorians seem also to hate been worship* 
pcrs of Bacchus Oreus, though by no means to 
such an extent as the Oreans themselves ; for there 
is a considerable circle of stones yet remaining on 
the highest topof Moncrieff Hill,or rather the Hill 
of Moredun, directly above the house of Moncrieflf^ 
which hill would be most contiguous to the town« 
Although I never was on the top of Largo Law, 
the hill most c<mtiguous toLindum, yet there is no 
doubt but that the inhabitants had sacrifiiced thel^ 
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to OiteaA Bacchus u well a» at the rett of the Ko^ 
maatownsr 



Sect. V.— A^auna.^ 

Thb only Roman town in Nc»th Britain which' 
remains to be now <!Uscussed, i$ Alavpia i and thought 
it is the first in alphabetical older, ]Fet it is the bar 
of being taken notice of^ on account of it» being: 
more out of the viftif. As I lK)pe then we have as- 
eeitained aH the rest^ so £ tttve not the feast doubt 
but we shall find it out also. It has heengoierally 
sopposed that it stood at Alloa ; but this I can by 
no means agree to. There is not the least shadow 
of pjroba^ility that ctcf it stood thesCt but rather at 
die little town or village of Bridge of Allan^ north 
irom Stirlmg) and a little above where tlie water of 
that name jpins the Fwtbb Theve is a river in Nor* 
thumber land much of the same name, but a little 
differently spelled, the Aln, upon which tl» town of 
Alnwick stands. Now, the l^tin name of that river 
is the Alaunus, the very name we are in search of, 
only a masculine termination u$^ to a river, whereas^ 
k is ap feminine, for a town. It is qakc obi^oits, 
then, that the towft t^d s^xxi at Bridge of Allan i 
and if there be an upright stene stilt standing there* 
abouts, as no doub^ there either is,, or has been, 
we may be assured that the town had stood directly 
acurth, and in sight of this stone. It would . alsa 
be ia the vicinity of Eeir, where the Roman statioi^ 
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had undoubtedly been ; and likewise the inhabitanti 
would have an opportunity of worshipjMng Orean 
Bacchus on the west end of the Ochil hills, imme« 
diately contiguous. Perhaps the name should be 
Ochils, as it seems to be a corruption of oak hills* 
The Lomond hill, however, had been, like a 
Rhodope or Cithasron, above all the rest, more emi« 
nently devoted to the worship of Bacchus Oreus ; 
and, being in a manner central, would be easily 
seen from each of the other hills on which he was 
worshipped by the rest of the towns. If the Oreans 
lighted a fire upoa k at night, it would be distinct- 
ly seen by the Lindumians from Largo Law, by 
the Guidians from the Pentland hills, by the Alau- 
Aians from Dunmyat, so famed for its fine view 
nigh the west etid of the Ochils, and by the Victo* 
nans from the top ctf Moredun. As it was general^ 
ly in the night time that the sacred rites of Bacchus 
were celebrated every third year, called Trieterica^ 
they would no doutK have artificial lights with them j 
and I think it probable that delegates from each of 
the other towns would be sent to assist at the cere- 
monies on the Lomond hill, being so eminently 
fiued for it from its central situation, shape, &c. 
Hence, the immense number of stones found on it, 
bdng devoted to his worship more particularly than 
any of the other hiUs« It is highly pobablethat this 
ApfHUS Junius Sabinus, the consul, who seems to 
have founded "^tcnia, had also fou^t the battle 
with Galgacus in Stormont, in which he. plainly 

appears to have been defeated by the latter, and^ob* 

i8 
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]#ged to fly east through Angus and Meams. Ai 
history fails us as to who succeeded Salastius Lucul« 
lusy leaving us barely to conjecture, to him also we 
must ascribe the erecting of the camps at Ardoch 
and at Strageth, &c. as it is perfectly obvious, to 
every attentive observer, that Agrfcdla was recalled a 
considerable time before this. The two single camps 
near Comrie seem also to have been formed by Ap- 
pius evidently wkh the view of bringing the braveGal* 
gacus to an engagement, as these are styled, in an old 
map of Scotland now in niy custody, a Galgachan^ ob- 
viously having a refa*enCe to him, and made previous 
to that engagement. The Romans plainly appear 
to have been so keen to bring him to this, or at 
any rate to reach him, if possible, that they seem to 
have gone north by the west ends both of Loch 
£)am and of Loch Tay, and reached as far aa dbe 
banks of (he river Lyon, near the Kirk of Fortin* 
gale, as there is one of their camps to be found 
there^ obviously erected with a view to head the 
Tay, and get down the east side towards Dunkeld, 
the capital of the Caledonians. After reaching 
thus far, however, they would perc^eive that the 
river Tummel, augmented by the Tilt, the Garry, 
and Bruar, was considerably larger than the Tay, 
and £oT this reason, and also on account of the lofty 
^nd impassable mountains, they had viewed the 
passage that way utterly impracticable, and had re- 
turned, crossing the Tay near about Perth, and 
taken a nearer way to get at the enemy's capital. 
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which th^ at length effected after crowing the 
Isla, and had thus brought on the battle. 

Having lately seen a young clergyman who is 
yrtU acquainted with that country, he told me that 
there are only two particular passes leading from 
where the camp is, one to the east, and another to 
the north ; but that there are yet to be seen dis\ 
tinctly the vestiges of three camps upon the top of 
the hills overlooking (these passes, wherein the har« 
dy mountaineers seem to have been stationed in 
order to dispute the passage of the Romans. The 
latter would then see it to be certain destruction to 
force their way in face of such opposition ; and 
^is would cause tl^m measure back their steps 
again by the west end of Loch Tay, which, I am 
told by this clergyman, who appears to be an in-^ 
telligent young man, is of unfathomable depth. 
About 60 years ago, while a boat was crossing 
from the north to the south side, on the evening of 
a fair that was held through the day on the north 
bank of the lake, the people being eager to get 
home to their houses, had rushed in, and rather 
overloaded it, though it kept on the surface tilt 
near the south side, when down it sunk all in an 
instant, like a stone, and neither the boat nor any 
one of the people, amounting in all to about 60, 
were ever seen or heard of again ! A line was pro- 
cured three miles long, and by it the lake waa 
sounded, but it could by no means reach the bot« 
torn ! Extraordinary phenomena were observed in 
^.about the great earthquake at Lisbon in 175$ ; 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



|3# ACCOUKT OF ROMAN AKtlftUtTIES* 

and many remarkable cbbings and flowings hive 
been observed at different times since. 

Hbrsley observes that^ in the old language of the 
coiintry, the word Blair signifies a place of battle^ 
or locus pugntB. With him I so far agree, only 
with this difference, that Blair is not the very locus 
fugna^ or the spot where the battle is fought, but 
rather the envhons of the field of battle, where the 
troops had rendezvoused before, and assembled af^^ 
tcr the battle. It is very observable that, in all the 
three different places where these Roman battles 
had been fought, at Lochore, at Meralsford, and 
at Stormont, the name of Blair occurs ; and the 
place so called is in all three very near the field of 
battle. At Lochore there is Blair, or East Blair, 
^d Blair- Adam at a little distance } a little to the 
wicst of where the battle commenced at Meralsford^ 
01 the Lomond Hill, there is Blair Strowie, Blair- 
iiathort, and Blairhead ; and in Stormont, in the 
parish of Kinloch, where the third battle was 
fought, there is Blair, Ardblalr, and Blairgowrie, 
at a little distance. But to state the similarity 
tnore* particularly betwixt Meralsford and 8tor« 
mont, there are also two other towns at each of 
these places, which obviously appear to have de« 
rived their names from circumstances connected 
^th the battles. There is a small village at each 
of these places of the name of Pittendreich, at the 
9ame point at angles, tvhere the Romans would 
inarch straight forward till they came neat about 
tfics^ place*, when they behoved to turn to tte 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



A<;COUNT OF ROMAK AKXiaUITlBS* 135 

tiglit at the Lomcmd iiiSly but to the lesft at Stor^ 
mont. There is also a farm town at each of these 
of the name of Maas or Maaz^ where a corps of 
observation appears to have been placed for taking 
particular notice of the maaxh of the Romans, both 
of them well calculated for the puipose of bringing 
in as early intelligence as pos^ble to the mam 
drmy. The Caledonian tr oopSy from the north and 
south*west of Fife, had rendeaevoused at Blair Na^ 
thort) those from the afqrth in Perthshire and 
Strathearn, had assembled at Blair Stowie, and, as 
I suppose, collated agam after the battle at Blair«% 
head, as their line of ^flight appears to have been 
directed that way. After roeel^g at the two for* 
«ner places, they would ^te at the point of the 
triangle, about half a mile west of where the battle 
commenced, at a town called fiom the circumstance 
Cuthil G(mrdiey si^iiying a ccdlection or gathering 
together of strong men ; which words are both 
still in use. The word Cuthil is applied to a quan- 
tity of coroy when it is taken out <^ a place where 
it has not much air to dry it, and stooked up thick 
on the ground, where it has more free air. Any 
piece of ground also that turns well out, and in 
which the stooks or shodcs of com stood thick 
after being reaped, is said to be like a Cuthil. A 
powerful well-made or able4x>died man is said also 
som^mes to be a thick or a strong gourdie or gurdie 
man, which is a sort of reduii^dancy, because both 
words signify the same thmg. The farm of Maas, 
near the Lomond httl, is considerably west fronx 
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the field of l)attlev on the south side of the public 
road opposite to the east end of Loch Leven, and 
on an eminence near ir, well adapted for observing 
the Romans coining along the east side of Loch 
Leyen. There have been till lately three or four 
parallel trenches pretty deep, one of which still 
' remains, with an appearance of a small rox^nd* 
jsh camp, where^ probably, a body of Caledo« 
nians had been stationed for observing the motions 
of the enemy, and bringing early intelligence to 
the main army, about two miles east, which was 
encamped on the eminence above where the battle 
commenced ; the vestiges or ramparts of which are 
still remaining. The Romans could march nearly 
straight forward till they came to Pittendreich, 
(See App. E.) and then they behoved to turn either 
up by Maaz^ to the left hand, or east by Gospe<» 



• M^a^. Tl^erp is a gaiqe at whiph childrpn at scliool^ both 
in Aberneihj and the north of Fife, amuse themselves, called 
** All tlie Wild Birds of the Air ;" and the one who takes 
the most active part in it is called Mavs. Let us attend to 
the word a little, and see if we can learn what is meant by 
it» as often the greatest antiquities ^re handed down (>y the^^ 
simple and natural am^sexpents. Perhaps this y^rj nanie 
spay be derived from the^e battles, or may have an allusion 
to them. The way in which the game is played is this : All 
those intending to join in it, generally to the number of a 
iozcxi or so, sit down in a row. One superintends the game» . 
and goes along the line, asking what nanie each chooses to 
|dopt, which may be that of any bird they pleasC} only thcj^ 
^pst l)e ^ifc^ent frpm each other; a&d he mu^t rep^embe^ 
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tries to the right, as there was a inorasS before 
them, which would prevent their march forwards 



tlicm all. ^ The one who is to act Maaz stands in sights and 
is allowed to make particular observation by the eye, but 
ftot to be within hearing. Whenever all their names are 
agreed upon, then he is called in ; and the superintendanc 
proceeds by asking him to guess 'im out, guess 'im out, 
(which is the phrase used» and twice repeated), the Black« 
birdi by looking generally in a contrary direction from where 
the real representative of that bird sits, the more to deceive 
Maaz, as it must be all guess work to him. If he docs not 
guess aright, he gets a stroke, or, to keep by the more ancient 
word, a ba£F on the back; and he it not allowed to guess it a 
second time, but proceeds to another one, guess 'im out, 
gueis'im out, the Linnet, Robin Redbreast, &c. and if he 
guesses right, he gets the bird away on his back as his prize 
or reward, until the whole be gone over. Now, in regard 
to the Caledonians, those who acted Maaz, or took observa- 
tion, in order to bring in intelligence, had been entirely ob- 
ffervers or guessers by the eye ; and if they hit on the rightr 
line of march that the Romans took, and so brought in early 
intelligence, then they would be rewarded or promoted, 
which is represented in this game by Maaz getting away the 
bird as his prize for guessing right ; and, in like manner, if 
they brought in wrong intelligence, then they would be pu« 
nished or degraded, which is represented by Maaz getting a 
baff on the back for not guessing right. Little are children 
aware that, by these simple games, they are handing down 
some of the most ancient events of antiquity. 

There is another game, which more grown op boys play 
at, that had taken its origin from, or been in imitation of, 
the bickerings and skirmishes betwixt the Scotch and Eng** 
lish borderers in their making incursions upon one anodier. 
The boys are divided into twp sideS; representing the £n|^o 
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By the time diey reached Pittendreich, the^ Maax 
or observers <:ould any the intelligeiice for cer« 
tainty to the main army of Caledonians as to the 
line of the Roman march. After ^ey had turned 
to the right hand at Pittendreich^ a little east upon 
the form of Wester Gospetrie, the Roman cavalry, 
as I take it, had left a great number of military 
weapons, about 40 in number, which were diraed 
up by the ploughing at the side of a large stone in 
a wattish bog, or perhaps they had left them in 
their return south after the battle. They ccmdsted 
of some darts of different figures and sizes, spear- 
heads, &c« ; but the greatest number consisted of 
short bronze figures or battle axes, like the mouths 
of weapons of four, five, six, and eight inches loi^^ 
made hollow, or with a hose, intended evidently for 
being fixed in a wooden handle or shaft, about an 
inch and a half diameter, with a strong eye or loop 
^vaerffug from the side for securing it ia the shaft. 



lish and Scotcb, and are $o denominated ; and» if they are 
taken prisoners bf coming bejond the line of march mutual* 
ly setded on, then thej are bound in honour, as the bor- 
dereis w^re upon their parole» not to go over to their own 
aide mltas reUered by some one of their party coming oTer 
and touching them ; but in doing this the liberators arc apt to 
be taken prisoners themselTes, kc. 

Another game also is pbyed at ia Abemethy, evidently of 
great antiquityt and appearing to have originated at the 
tariy period when the Pictish Kings had their Courts there^ 
as the game hat firequendy a reCttesce to- the King and his 
Court, .which ceruiajly must be understood <^ the Ptctth 
Kings^ as no other Kbgs but these were erer residing there* 
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They have also a shaip convex edge or mdntb 
about three indies broad, but some of them now 
somewhat corroded by the verdigrease by lying 6a 
long in the damp earth, I have procured three of 
these, one of them still very sharp in the edge j and 
also a spear*head a little injured. Exact drawings of 
three of these are given in the plan. Any idea I can 
form of them is, that they had been used by the 
cavalry for striking straight forward in the face or 
forehead, as one stroke in the forehead from one of 
them would effectually kill a man. They are un- 
questionably of Roman antiquity, being all of them 
bronze, the metal peculiar to the Romans* These, 
taken together with the discoveries formerly men« 
tioned, tend in the most indubitable manner to 
prove that this was the place where the battle was 
fought betwixt Agricola and Galgacus, which is 
attempted to be described as such by Tadttis, 
though he has mistakoi the name. Nay, I am now 
is fully coilvinced of this as I am that ever the Ro^ 
mails wene even in Britaun at all, and this I never 
entertamed a doubt of. 

There is also a sniall village called Pittetidriech,^^ 
about three miles on this side of whare ttie battle 
was fwght in Stcmnont. The Romans, after cross<^ 
ing the riv^ Isla, behovol to march straight forward 
till they came to it ; and then turned to the left 
hand, as the loch of Marlee or DnUnelly lay straight 
before thenu This the corps of observation, which 
no doubt w<mld be stationed at Maas, (See Appm 
G.) a place well ads^ted for observfaig the line of 
their joarcb, being on die |idght slbovc Blairgowrie^ 
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would pay particular attention to, and be ready^ to 
tarry the intelligence to the main army, along the 
hill of Ard Blair, whenever the Romans reached 
f^taidreich« 



CHAP. VL 



jfn attempt to point out the She of the Pictish King^s 
Palace at Abernethyy Iffc. and to explain the use and 
design of the Round Tower ^ with other Antiqtd^ 
ties connected with the place. 

The Romans, after settling matters in the south of 
Kfe, bad evidently taken their departure from that 
quarter, which was the great thoroughfare towards 
the north, in order to proceed on their route in that 
direction ; but it was impossible they could get down 
through the opening in the nearest line which the 
new road has effected ; for, before the road was made 
by the tract of Balvaird water, it was so narrow and 
rugged, and the banks of the stream so steep, thait 
ki some parts a man cpuld scarcely have walked 
upon it ; and the water crosses and re^rosses the 
voad ho less than seven times .before it gets down 
tp the ]^arg, which alsd, before tjhe hew road was 
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made along its eastern banks, admitted little or no 
room beside the magnificent and beautiful pas*' 
sage it had scooped out for itself through the^ 
range of high hills in the neighbourhood. The 
march of the Romans clearly points out itself* 
They seem to have commenced from the generalV 
tent, then to have marched towards the north* 
east, — to have crossed the small bum in the hol- 
low, where the little town of Hole Mill now stands, — 
to have advanced through the farm of Corinzicte^ 
still keeping in a direct line north-east behind the 
farm house of Leden Urquhart, — and to have pro-, 
ceeded still in that direction towards a high rock at; 
the head of the glen of Aberncthy, called the Craig^ 
of Pittenbroigh, rather more than two miles in a 
straight line from where they last commenced their 
route. By marching down that hollow they would 
come immediately into the beautiful and fertile vale, 
of Strathearn, and upon Abemethy, at that time 
the capital of the Pictish King, as also the place 
of his residence. But where this particular spot is, 
or where the site of his palace was, seems to be. 
wrapped up in mystery. It is universally agreed,^ 
that Abemethy was the place of their residence for 
many hundred years, and that the Picts existed as 
a nation many centuries before the Christian era, and 
alsp before we have any mention of the Scots } for 
we read of Mainus, the son of Fergus the first King 
of Scotland, marrying the Pictish king's daughter. 
Now this is said to have happened about 800 years 
before the birth of our Saviour. As I am well ac- 
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qaainted with that town and country^ there are no 
ruins about the town, or in the phun in theimmedt* 
ate neighbourhood, which are mentioned as die re* 
mams of the Pictish Kings' palace. Now, it is 
something very extraordinary, that neither the 
place where they resided when living, nor yet the 
spot where their ashes repose when dead, have 
ever yet been attempted to be pointed out. Stts**^ 
pending then the march of the Romans for a little, 
I shall endeavour to investigate this subject as they 
pass by ; smd in thkl am nc^ a little as^ed by the 
tradition of the place ; for though there is often 
much fiction blended with the truth, yet there is 
always something of truth upon which any tcory so 
^g kept up is founded. Ther& is a tradition 
that, upon a pretty high hill about a mile to the 
south-west of that town, called the Castle Law^ m 
one of the three lochs or small rouiKi lakes upon 
the top of it, there is a golden cradle hid, in which 
the king's children were wont to be rocked. Now, 
if this palace had been at the town, upon any sud-^ 
den invasion or particular emergency, it would 
have been far more natural and easy to bide the 
cradle by digging a hole in the earth and conceal- 
ing it there, than carrying it so far, and up a bill 
loo> and concealing it in one of the lochs. But 
this points out to us, that the king's residence be* 
hoved to be somewhere adjacent ; and here ag^Ha 
we are not altogether left tp conje(^ure, for, on the 
eastern summit of that hill there are large ruins 
of some ancient building which had stood at some 
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Tcry remote period, as it now appears like a targe 
cairn, with the grass growing through the matt of 
stones. The last time I was at it, aboBt four yeaiv 
ago, I perceived a fnece of the wall sdfi remaining^ 
which had extended from the north«wetf ^de of 
the green hill, down towaxdt the tide of what had 
once been a small: dmilow lake, bat is now a 
morass, by a cut made to let out the wators oit 
the very brink of the hill. Its general: appearance 
teems to b^ only a mass of small stoses, because 
all the larger ones have been carried away. A good 
many hewn stones were lately dug out of these 
ridns ; and a mason in Abemethy told me lately^ 
that many a fine stone he has di;^ out of the niins^ 
and rolled down the hill towards the pubHc road 
that skirts its base on the easi and north. It is quite 
plain that this place had never been in^nded i» 
resist fire-arms ; for it is evident that it must have 
been in ruins long before the inventbn of gim* 
powder. 

It appears clear to me, that this had been the 
residence of the Plctish race of kings,^ and had been 
callj^ the Castte, which is a far more ancient term 
than that of Palace j and that the hill of Castle** 
law had derived its name from it. There had been 
a rampart of earth thrown up to guard the pass a 
little below, and Ibrce the enemy to go round to 
the back of the hilL Indeed, a more beautiful and 
commanding situation than this can scarce be found.. 
Abemethy would appear immediately below it to- 
ward the north-east, stretching more than a inile and 
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a half in length cast and west, before it was burnt 
Sown by Kenneth 11. s^ut the middle of the ninth 
century. Lower Sttatheam appears immediately at 
the foot of it, extended like a beautiful map, the ef* 
feet being very much heightened by the two beautiful 
and noble rivers, the Earn and Tay , meeting togethei* 
a little below, with th^ fertile district of the Carse 
of Gowrie adjacent* Towards the north-west and 
west, you behold Ben Ledi and Ben Voirlich rear* 
ing their lofty summits above the rest. - A little to 
the north you see the grand pass or gap the Earn 
has forced for itself through the lofty Grampians 
at Comrie ; looking across Upper Strathern, you 
view the river about twelve or fourteen miles 
distant coming down towards Lower Stratheam^ 
where it forms itself into many beautiful serpentine 
meanders, including sometimes a whole farm in 
one of its curves, as in the farm of Wester Rhynd, 
opposite and near to which it joins the Tay. Look- 
ing towards the north, you perceive the grand pass 
of the Tay at Dunkeld through these lofty barriers 
of nature, the Grampians sublimely rearing their 
majestic heads, nearly as far east as where they sub- 
side a little west from Stonehaven, and forming a 
fine back-ground behind the ridge of the Sidlaw 
Hills above the Carte of Gowrie. Were Perth only 
visible here, with the majestic Tay sweeping past 
it, and its beautiful environs, there would not be 
a view equal to it in all Great Britain. But the 
top of Moredun intervenes and conceals what would 
he a grc»t addition to th? view. Even as it is, a 
1 
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late touristy who had been through the most of 
England, and also through France and other parts 
of the Continent, decidedly gives the preference to 
Lower iStratheam, and the Carse of Gowrie adjom- 
ing, for beauty. The view, I think, appears to best 
advantage from the top of this hill, as nearly 
opposite it the mighty Tay pushes itself into view 
all at once, without letting us perceive any gap or 
opening for it to come through ; because it issues 
from the east and west, behind Moredun or Mon- 
crieff Hill. One would think it was connected 
with the hill of Kinnoul, and as one continued 
chain of the Sidlaw Hills ; but whenever it has got 
through the grand pass, it immediately makes a 
fine bend toward the south-east, and has much the 
appearance of a noble subterraneous river, as it 
were, emerging from under the precipitous and rocky 
front of the hill of Kinnoul, — which has a fine ef- 
fect. Whenever the ejre catches a view of this noble 
river, it in a manner arrests the attention, so that 
we are obliged to follow it all the rest of its prol 
gress till it reaches the German Ocean, wher^ 
the view is extended as far as the eye can have any 
distinct visidn, even the length of Redhead beyond 
Arbroath. About tweiity miles down^ the beauti- 
ful town of Dundee attracts the attention, spread 
out on its northern bank to great advantage, 
surmounted by the beautiful green hill called the 
Law or Bonnet Hill, from which the street next 
it is denominated the Bonnet Hill ; and from \^hich 
bill, I am fully of opinion, the towa had been orU 

K 
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ginally named Dun-Tay, the Hill of Tay,— amd ttot 
J)ei-donum; all vilddi places are distinctly seen 
from this spot ; and, a little below, the castle of 
Broughty, standing like a watchful centind guard* 
ing the narrow pass of the estuary of the Tayj 
and, if I mistake not, the light-house o( Bafrie is 
also perceived a little farther to the eastward. 

About three hundred feet farther down on the 
north side of Castle-Law, there seems to have been 
some other building erected upon a large knoll or 
eminence, arising from a large shelf of the hill^ 
which would no doubt belong to the royal esta- 
blishment also ; there is no part of it now remainf 
ing but a mass of small stones. At this early 
period, the kings seem to have had a decided pre- 
ference to eminences for building on, as the royd 
residence of the Pictish Kings at Forteviot, which 
was for many hundred years after occasionally 
then: place of residence as well as Abemethy. 

There are no vest^es or nuns near Forteviot any 
way answerable to the ruins of the Pictish kmgs* re- 
aidence there, except a small eminence on the right 
bank of the water of May ^ which the river has near- 
ty undermmed, and which appears to have been a 
tmaU round fort, from which the place had appa* 
rently taken its name* It stands on the side of a 
small plot of ground, called the Millars Acn^ upon 
which Baliol encamped with his army the night be- 
fore the fatal battle of Duplin was fought. There 
aure^ however^ extensive rums to be found on th« 
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top of a linlf rpuiHl hill to the goutb-east of Forte* 
vi^, called tlie hill of Wegt Hall, which (Aviouily 
p^ts itself out as having been ihe rejudence of the 
Pictish kiQgs for a time. The sice c^ the ruios 
resembles those at. Aberaethy, both in its high ui}^^ 
ation an4 i^ i^ name^ being also called the Castie 
Law. It had stood on the side of a small loch or 
lake, now conYerted into a mill-dam (diough on the 
top of a high hill), for driving the west mill of 
Ecclesia M^Girdle, or rather M^Gridder, as he is 
styled in the inscripticoi said to have been origins^* 
ly on M^Duff's crx>ss. He is there called St Mac* 
Gxidden This casde or palace had beea original 
ly more strong or better de&nded thaa the Castle 
Law at Ahemethy, as there have been deq^ trenches 
or fosses around it, renderix^ it almost fanjn'egna* 
ble ; and a large mass of the wall bas^ &llefi down, 
and covered the entrance into some subterraneous 
vaults; and the ndbfaidi jdll remains^ «n}eis veiy 
lately removed* 

The Piddsh Kings are 4^ to h«re>«est4ed, oca* 
slonally at least, at or near Eortevioi:,a£ter the year 
684« This may haive been so wut, bf^au3e^ peri^ps^ 
Forteviot had been the place lof greatest p9nsequ€nf;e 
next to it. After the Scots or Caledonians began to 
increase in power and cona^i^oce, and becani^ 
formidable nvals to the Picts ^ ws^g war gainst 
them upon the least pn>v)ocation« tlie PictiiJLKifigs 
had not supposed themselves safe enough U^^ their 
resjidence on the Castle-law at Abemeth^, I^Mt had 
removed pnly about five miles farther west upon 

\ K 2 
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the same ridge of hills^ but to a far more secutid 
'{place of residence. The hill on which it h^s bfeeii 
built will be about six hundred feet above the! 
phun on the north, and is inaccessible from thstt 
quarter where they might apprehend the greatest 
danger, bdng only approachable from the. south 
and south-east, with a narrow pass from the west ^ 

near the water of May, which could be easily de* i 

fended by a few men. ! 

Somewhere amongst these hills, a curious aiieC* i 

dote is mentioned, as a striking instance of Provi* 
dence vindicating itself when appealed to« A man j 

having come one evenmg to a farmer's house ask* i 

ing quarters or lodgings, the farmer, it seems^ j 

viewed him rather in a suspicious light, and said, ] 

^* I doubt I would need a cautioner for you.^* 
** Oh,** says the man, " God will be toy Caution- 
<« er/' ** Well," replies the farmer, " I would never 
** Vrish a better one ; f will give you quarters for 
<« your cautioner's sak*.'* Accordingly, a bed was 
made for Um in the bam or some out- house ; but^ 
in the night-time, theamconsdonable wretch aro%, 
and bundled up all' th^ bed-clothes, and took them 
away on hb back. But, after he was a consider- 
able way off, and thought himself sure of fais 
booty, there fell a thick mist on the hills, and he 
wandered all day with his burden on his back, and 
just returned in the evening to the very house he 
set but from in the morning. When the farmer 
saw him again, he said, «* I had little trust to put hi 
** you, though I had some dependence on your can* 
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^ tioner. Accordingly, he has not failed me i 
** though, at the same time, be has discovered you 
*^ to be a villain/' He would not readily trust him 
a second night. 

There are very extensive ruins south from this 
9mong the hills, in full view of it, called Camey- 
venn, which obviously appears to have had connec« 
tlon with this Castle-law, and is supposed to have 
b^eii the place where the treasures or things of 
the greatest value were kept, being very difficult rf 
access from the north, as there is a remarkable 
pass where other two waters meet with the May 
all at one point, after scooping out very deep 
channels, wher^ a few resolute me^ could defend 
it against a whole anny. The tradition in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood is, (hat there wer^, at some 
remote period, $ome goIdeQ keys found in a small 
rivulet or stream that runs past this place, which 
were supposed to have belonged to this Carney^ 
Venn ; and the popular tradition of the country ii) 
general is very layish respecting some treasiire coa» 
pealed 

" Betwixt Captle Law and Caracy vane, 
w As would enrich a' Scotland anc by ane/* 

But it must be adverted to that Scotland was not 
by the tenth part so populous, when this tradition 
took its origin, as now, and consequently would be 
inore easily enriched. 

As for the tradition respecting the golden 
cradle ia the loch near Abern^thy^^ it is pos- 
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«b!e there may have httti <aie belonging to the 
&ng8 of Picthnd ; and, if so, it is highly pro* 
bable it may bare been hid when Kenneth borni 
Abernethy, or rather a little afterwards, when 
Dru^en, the last Kmg of the Rets, fought his last 
battle with Kenneth at Scoon, where be and most 
cf his ttoWes with the rest of the army were drown- 
ed in the Tay, by attemptmg to cross it after the 
lossof the battle. Upon hearing the fatal news. 
It is quite natural to suppose that the cradle would 
be considered the most valuable piece of furniture, 
and as such be attempted to be concealed, till diey 
Saw how matters would torn out ; but, as Kenneth 
IS said to have banished them, or the few Kcts 
that were left alive are said to have fled into £ng« 
knd in an indigent and necesritous condition, it 
may be still lying in its place of concealment* 
This important and invaluable discovery may still 
be in reserve for some future zealous and persevere 
tng antiquary, which will doubly requite him for 
lall his trouble^ as the loch in which it is said to be 
hid, is condescended on in the tradition j but we 
must not be too perspicuous, lest the royal pri^e 
be too easily won. But here I must caution those 
who may Venture to attempt it, that they must lay 
their account with meetii^ most fohnidid^ op* 
1>osition5 as severals, accordmg to account^ have 
^rcady made the attempt, but were always obliged 
to desist, from an extraordinary shower of rain,— f 
or from thunderstorms, &c.by which they were like 
to .be drowned^*— or from a little brown mahnh^ 
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^kb a red head, coming a&d threatening ilieni if 
they did not forbear I As to the first of these ob« 
stacles, I can point out a remedy by recommend* 
mg them to step down the hill about sixty paces 
ncMth^west fnmi the ancient site of the castle, where^ 
they may get a temporary shelter in a small care 
m a rock, called the Thieves Hole. But, if the 
little mannie with the read bead shoidd chance to 
come i^n them, I do not know well what shoold 
be said to htm, if they do not soothe him with fair 
wwds ; for, aco^rding to Sir Walter Scott's account 
of these scHt cf gentry, they are very sulky when 
their ptoperty or prerogative is any way infiinged 
on ; and, though little, yet they are very strong; 
so that thc»^ would be little chance of grappling with 
him, and, by main strength, throwing him imo 
the loch# I am afraid that whoever tried the ex* 
pmment would more likely suffer that fate himself* 
I believe, however, there are none of our modem 
antiquaries but will suppose him dead by this time $ 
so I shall not amidpate much opposition to them 
firom that quarts*, the reign of the Moorish Kmgs 
bong now at an end. 

As to die spot vdiere the Bctish Kings have 
been buried, this has never yet been attempted 
to be shown by any one that ever I heard of« 
Now, there is a round timer, evidently of great 
-antiquity, and universally allowed to be of Pkrtish 
xmffXk ^ but for what design it was bmlt, has puz* 
aled all antiquaries even to make a c(»ijectme« 
Well ) the vulgayr tradition concerning it may he^ 
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118 a little in tins dikmnu. The story goes, tb^- 
tt was boilt by the Pechts (or rather Peghs, as it is: 
vulgariy pronoutic^) in one nigbt{i$ and that, while 
the woric was going oil, they stood in a row all the 
way from the Lomond hill to the building, banding 
the stones from one to another »—4;hat they intend-^ 
ed to have put a 'spire upon it, hut an old wife 
looked out at a window early in the mornkig and 
fHghted them away,— *aihl farther, that the King of 
the Peghts was buried under it. Here the fabulous 
part of the tradition is so gross, that is is not easy 
to extract the truth out of so much rubbish. It 
must be recollected, however, that the pec^le aU 
ways, when they speak of these Peghs, associate that 
idea with a notion that they were a preternatural 
sort of beings, such as fairies and brownies^ who 
never durst shew themselves in day-light ; never 
imagining, or scarcely believing, that they were 
once inhabitants of the same country as themselves. 
I think, then, that it k most probable the traditbn 
had originally been, that the b.uilding was finished 
in a day ; but then, had the people always uM it 
so, this would have defeated, their purposes, and 
been contrary to the notions they had imbibed 
about the Peghs; so, instead of a day*light job, 
ihey converted it into a night one. That it has 
been built of freestone from the Lomond hill is 
xlear to a demonstration, as the grist or nature of 
the stone points out the very spot where it had 
been taken from, namely, a little west, and up froQi 
the fmden^ wood of Drumdriell, about a mile 
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Straight south frOm Merakford. It had been built' 
of vast detached masses which had been brought 
down by the flood* Neither is it impossible that 
it may have been finished in a day^ and also in the 
way tradition says, by the people handing the stones 
to one another, so long before the invention of 
carriages of which we have any knowledge.. The 
rock is about five miles in a direct line from the 
place ; and 5500 able men could finish it in a day, 
after the stones were once hewn and all fitted for 
the building, as they evidently seem to have been 
dcmeat the hill, as the stones of Solomon's Temple 
were. They seem in general to have been all 
much about the same size and form, and rounded 
in the outside, and so well* hewn or polished as to 
lie very close to one another, without mortar or 
any other cement visible, except some mortar plac- 
ed betwixt every row. Though the first stone would 
be some while before it arrived at its place of destina* 
ti^i, yet, after they were cwace begun tQ be handed 
about, they would come thundering in as fast as 
they could be laid on of three or four rows, carry 
ing on all the way up at the same time. The de-^ 
sign, perhaps, might also at first be, if the length 
of the day allowed it, to put a spire on it, as is done 
to a similar one at Brechin } but, night coming on 
before they got their design accomplished, this 
would be the old wife that prevented it, as they 
might perhaps think it not worth their while tp 
call out all their forces another day for that piir^ 
pose, though it would certainly hj^ve been a great 
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impToveoient, and prerented the rain water getting 
down into the interior, and rotting the lofts near 
the top, which I percdved it had e^dently done^ 
when I went up through these k^ to the top of 
it. It has lately been covered with lead, which h 
certsunly a great improvement. The summit af« 
fords a fine view, and something singular, though 
in height only about seventy-four feet above the 
surface of the ground, but founded deep down into 
it. As to the other part oi the tradition, that the 
King of the Pechs is buried under it, as if there had 
been only one King, (and that one a giant, that he 
needed to be kqpt down !) the plain meaning is^ 
that it was originally designed as a mausoleum for 
burymg their Kings in, not under it, but within it, 
as there is full room for two or three coffins to lie 
beside each other within the square of the circle ;^ 
and it is as clear to me as a sun-beam, that the 
Pictish race of Kings Ife all buried within it* I 
am convinced that, if a trial were made, by digging 
down about six or dght feet, their bones wUl be 
found, as a fuU confirmation of this. If the attenqpt 
were made (See Appendix F.) it would need to be 
dug pretty deep, as, through the length of time, it 
is greatly filled up, evoi a good deal since I re^ 
member, by the dust of the feet of the men who 
ring the bell, &c. The consideration, that it was 
the burying place of the Kings, imdoubtedfy smmps 
great antiquity upon it, as it wcmid very i^robabljr 
be built soon after their kingdom began ta be es^^ 
tabiished, and their royal reiadences taken up ia 
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this place, which, so far as we know, was many cea* 
tunes before the Christian era ; but those who have 
access to the Pictish chronicle can the better as- 
certain this. 

I shall only detain the reader with another anti* 
quity belonging to this place, which, though not of 
so early a date, is certamly a great curiodty of its 
kind ; that is, the custom of burning witches, andi 
particularly the manner in which it is universally 
agreed they were found out. I am well aware 
that the seal of our modem and fashionable sceptics 
is flaming hot against this doctrine ^ that they not 
only fly directly in the face of it, flatly denying that 
ever there were such beings in the world, but also 
as stroiuously maintaining that there never were 
any people burnt for witchcraft. As to the first of 
these, I shall only observe that it is evident that 
our forefathers thought differently ; and I shall also 
have that charity for them to suppose that, in put* 
ting the penal laws in execution against them, they 
reckoned themselves justified, both by the laws of die 
land and the divine Mosaic law, commanding that 
•* Thou shall not suffer a witch to live.** As to 
tt^ second, viz. the actual burning of them at this 
place, it is sm incontrovertible fact ; and to those 
who will no^ be satisfied with this assertion, I shall 
pcMut out how they may obtain a little more confir* 
mati<ni of it. If they will take the trouble to go to 
the top of the hill, to the eastward of the Castle-law,, 
opposite to where the ancient castle stood, about 
800 feet above the burn or water that runs in the 
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bMtom of that deep favine, and at a place a little 
down from the top where the witches were burnt, 
they will find twenty- two distinct tumuli all in a 
row, which once had been inclosed within a feal 
or earthen dike, but now much sunk down, and 
entirely fogged. If not fully satisfied with this 
ocular denK>nstration, I have not the least doubt 
but, by digging below these tumuli, they will find . 
twenty-two female skeletons, as it is plain they had 
not been literally burnt to ashes, else their graves 
would not have been so distinctly perceived, even 
to this day. They are still called the witches graves. 
The ashes of the fire where they had been burnt 
are still to be seen, and the road along the west side 
of that steep hill is also called, from this circum- 
stance, the witch ro^d } all which abundantly con- 
firm the truth of their having been burnt at this 
place. 

The uniform account that is given, as to the way 
and manner by which these witches were found out, 
is somewhat curious, and no less strange ; and, if 
ever the poet Bums had been in this part of the coun- 
try, 1 would have said he had taken the leading ideas 
or hints from it, in his humorous and excellent 
poem of Tarn o* Shanter, or AUoway Kirk. Ac- 
cordingly,! shall give the account in the exact man« 
ner 1 had it from my grandfather and grandmother, 
who both lived to a great age, and who, again, had 
it from their grandfather and grandmother, who 
also lived to a great age, and either lived at, or 
very soon after the time this took pl^ce, and were 
likewise well acquainted with the names of many 
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bf those who suffered ; so that the story has not yet 
{>assed through many hands to be much aduher* 
^ted. The account I had also from all the oldest 
and best informed people in the place, Confirms the 
truth of it. In the reigns either of James VL or 
Charles I. (for it was in both these reigns that the 
rage took place for enforcing the penal laws of the 
land against witches), there was a Mr Rbss, laird of 
Invemethy, an ancient place, a little below the town 
of Abemethy, who seems to have been a bold spirit- 
ed and active man, and who, no doubt, would be 
applied to on this occasion, as a justice of the peace, 
for detecting those suspected of witchcraft in his 
quarter* Sibbald, in his history of Fife, mentions 
a Mr Robert Ross of Hillcaimey, and laird of In- 
vemethy, in Perthshire, who was probably the same 
person, or at least the son of that gentleman. Mr 
Ross was told by one of his cottars or subtenants, 
who was one of the corps, that there was a register 
book kept, wherein all the names of those who 
belonged to tbat district were entered ; but where 
kept, or by whom, is not said. He was very 
anxious to get a hold of this book if possible ; and 
seems to have formed a plan for effecting this pur^ 
pose, as it might save a great deal of trouble in 
Ccmvicting thehi. Having also learned from the 
same woman, bis tenant, that there was to be a 
meeting of them a considerable way west, said to be 
at the Steps of ELilbuck or Kinbuck (I understand 
there is a place of that name near the Sheriff^MuifX 
he agreed to go along with her inccg. or in wo- 
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men's dotfaes ; bi^ die main di&uley was, bow to 
escape the vigilance of that old knowing fiog Dia« 
bolus, their master, who, it seems, according to 
Bums in the foresaid poem, generally appears 
among them in the shape of a black towzie tyke, 
and who seems to prefer this form, as being more 
£uniliar to his votaries, than his own natural ugly 
shape. So, whenever he appeared, he b^;an to 
smell out the laird, saying ^' I find the smell of 
^^ men ;'' the wife being very anxious, no doubt, to 
screen her laird, made several excuses ; at length 
she says, ^^ hout, its me wi' bairn, and its a laddie 
^^ bairn'' (boy) ; but that did not satisfy aald Tow* 
zie ; he was of too exquisite a scent to be so easily 
put off i in a word, the poor laird was detected, and 
obliged to confess that he was a man in woman's 
clothes. In order, however, to make the best of it, 
after he saw he was detected, he told that, as be 
had some thoughts of joining thdr corps, be had 
come to see how he would be pleased with their 
merry way of life. Accordingly, some of tl^ 
merriest dances are ssud to have been struck up 
that nighty in order the m(ve to entice the laizd lo 
join them. Whether he was pleased or not, h^ 
affected to be so, and an after meeting was agreed 
<m in consequence, which no doubt the laird would 
have a principal vote in app^ntii^ the more to 
suit his purposes, bodi as to time and j^e. Ac- 
cordingly,, the meeting is said to have takm place 
o^ the Castle law, in one of those hoUows In that 
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hut where the gcidm cradle is ssud to be hid ; soldi 
a more sequestered spot could scarcely hate been 
fixed on, as two of these are completely concealed 
from every other object, though on the top of a 
pretty high hill. The day and hour were also fixed^ 
and the meeting was said to have been held est a 
Sabbath day, in broad day light, in order the bet* 
ter to favour his project, when the red register book 
was to be ready for him to enter his name in, and 
with bit own blood too ! Mr Ross, the liurd, had an 
excellent well tried mare, said to be barren, upon 
which he could depend ; and he is said to have been 
himself such a superior and steady horseman as to 
be able to ride down a hill with a sixpence lying 
loose on hb foot, without allowing it to fdlloS;k 
would not be, however, at this time, that the ex* 
periment was made* Having every thing well pre^ 
concerted for the meeting, the last thing he dkt was 
to warn the miller of Ballo Mill, a little up, and 
west from the town, to be sure to have his mill 
going, not surely to grind com on the Sabbath day, 
but only that it might make a noise, as witches 
were said never to come within the clap of a mill ; 
so it seems he fully expected a hot chase, and 
meant this to be the first relief or breathing place 
from it Accordingly, when he came to the meet* 
ing, agreeably to appointment, be was allowed to 
mt on horseback, by way of deference, and the red 
book given him to subscribe ; but, instead of doing 
this, he immediately secured the bodk, put spurs to 
his marei and galloped down the hill, the easiest 
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vsiy no doid>t, which would be to the south where 
the ground rises high at the back ; and he would 
soon come down upon Drumcaim ground, and 
then along the back of the hill till he readied 
the road. The witches are reported to have swarmed 
about him and clung to him and his mare both by 
the tail and mane, in the same manner as those from 
AUoway Kirk are represented by Bums to have 
clung about Tam o' Shanter's Maggy. The laird 
still kept his seat, and the mare her tail, till be 
reached the mill, which was more than a mile and 
a quarter distant; and there, as he anticipated, 
there was a cessation from hostilities for a little. 
Whether this was from the clap of the mill, the 
crossing of the running stream about two hun- 
dred yards down from the mill, or the passing 
of the end of the town, is uncertain. He is said 
to have got a good way a-head of them ; but 
there seem to have been some supple lang-legged 
Nannies among them ; for, notwithstanding of this, 
they soon overtook him, and were on him again long 
before he reached Invemethy, which was about 
another mile farther. But the Laird of Inver- 
nethy's mare seems to have been of still better 
stuff than Tam o' Shanter's Maggy ; for the one 
only saved her master at the expence of her ^^ ain 
•* grey tail,** after running only about two hun- 
dred yards ; but the other not only saved her mas^ 
ter and also her tail, (fof I never heard of it being 
pulled away) but likewise carried off the prize so 
nobly contended for in a chjise qf two and a-hakf 
miles. As soon as he got into the court, he gave 
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the mare to his man, and got into the house^ lock- 
ing the door behind him. lie then went up stairs, 
and copied o^ their names as fast as he Could pos- 
sibly do ; for he knew he would not get leave to 
keep it loilg from such clamorous and troublesome 
Visitors, as they threatened to come in at the lum- 
head (the chimney top) upon him, if he did not 
give it back. Whether he took d6wn all the 
l^ames contained in it, or only a few, is not men«& 
li<^ed ; but, as soon as he got what he thought suf- 
ficient, he drew up the window and threw it out 
to them, and thus got quit of his noisy visitors. 
It appears that the red'book had extended also to 
the greater part of the South of Perthshilre, as there 
were a considerable xiUmber of witches burnt on 
the Hill of Moredun^ near Perth, about the same 
time with those at Abertiethy. It appears that 
their names were also taken from the &tal red- 
book. The 8ei25ing of the red-book saved the 
trouble of a formal trial, which was indispensible 
with those who were convicted and burnt at this 
time in England. I once chanced to fall in with 
an old book, said to be written by one of the pro^ 
fessors of Cambridge Itniversity, wherein the names 
of those who were tried wei^ mentioned^ with 
those of the witnesses who appeared against them^ 
proving the mischief they had done these wit^ 
nesses or others, by way of revenge, &c. A greiat 
number of these were mentioned as having been 
convicted as much upon their own confessicm aa 
by the proof led against them ; wherein thqf coiv« 
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fessed,<— how they were initiated into the mystery 
of witchcraft, — ^what they did at their meetings, — 
what they said at meeting and parting, &c. in 
which more was confessed by them than was 
proved against them ; consequently, a considerable 
number are mentioned in the book to have been 
fully convicted upon their own confession, and 
burnt, particularly at the towns of Chelmsford and 
Maidstone in Kent. Similar confessions are said, 
by Sir George M^Kenzie in his Criminal Institutes, 
to have been made by many in or a little before 
his time. If these things^ then, had not been true, 
such a learned man as a professor of Cambridge 
College would not have believed them, and far 
less have gone the length of publishing a book re« 
garding them. After the witches about Abep- 
nethy and the country around were collected in 
consequence of their names being found in the red- 
book (for I never heard of any other trial being 
gone into but this and their own confession in con- 
sequence), it is farther mentioned, that they were 
kept altogether for the space of three days and 
three nights, and watched constantly by people 
who relieved each, other by turns, to prevent the 
^culprits from falling asleep; and always when 
about to sleep, they were pricked with sharp point- 
ed instruments, a piece of unnecessary cruelty cer- 
tainly in pur opinion now-a*days. But we are 
only novices in these mysteries ; for, when I ex- 
juressed my surprise at this, and asked the reason, 
it was answered that, if they had been allowed U> 
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fall asleep, then their old master would have got 
power over them again. This is the principal 
foundation, if not the origin, of the stories we 
have often heard abojut prickers going through the 
land to try them in this way, which, if they did 
not feel, they were immediately reputed to be 
witches. Now, after such long watching, nature- 
being quite overcome, they might not be so ready 
to yield to, or obey these sharp twitches. There 
mas also one of their number found far advanced 
in pregnancy ; accordingly, she was very properly 
and humanely resarved from suffering with the 
rest till she was delivered ; but this respite was the 
very means of saving her life, for, after she was 
delivered, it was not thought worth while to make 
preparations a-fresh, or any parade, about burning 
one poor witch by herself; consequently she got off, 
and, on this account, was ever after called " Fair 
" Emily that keepit the Castle^** It is pretty obvi- 
ous that this was the very one the Laird went* 
along with to the first meeting, which would, per-* 
haps, make him more interested in saving her from 
the fate of the rest ; and as she once stood in the 
character of a protectress to him, he, in his turn, 
when she came to need protection, would make 
her his protegee ; and, if so, then the child she 
brought forth did turn out to be a laddie bairn^ 
though it was only a random guess of her's at the 
time when so eager to screen her Laird. Her 
great grandson I knew well when I was at school $ 
though then an elderly, respectable^ and well b«« 
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haved man, so far was this circumstance from be* 
ing reckoned a stigma upon him, that the peopfe 
elected him one of thetr bailies, judiciously and 
properly choosing him rather for his own merits^ 
than rejecting bim for his great grandmother's de« 
merits. 

The last of the male race of the Laird of In- 
vernethy, ^o far as is known, was a Mr John 
Ross, a fine young man, a writer, who dropt down 
suddenly and expired, when in the act of shooting 
at a partridge, a little below Abemethy, about the 
autumn 1774* He killed the partridge to be surej 
but the man who was ak>ng with him told me^ 
that he believed he was as soon dead as the bird. 
He was buried in the old College, whose walls at 
that time stood about twelve or fourteen feet high. 

This event, upon the whole, would, I think^ 
afford an excellent subject for a melo-drama, be* 
ing, in my humble opinion, more rich in character 
^nd scenery than either Macbeth's witches, or the 
ferce now so much celebrated, the Warlock of the 
Glen^ The Laird and his fair protectress would 
appear in different characters ; any large black col« 
ley might represent his Infernal Majesty, only re- 
quiring the aid of a ventriloquist to enable him to 
speak human lore, though he would be very ready 
to betray himself, and express himself in his own 
natural language, immediately when he perceived 
the voice proceed from himself, being too much 
elated with his imaginary accomplishments. There 
would likewise require to be something resembling 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



iiCCOUNT OF ROMAN AKTIQUITIES. 165 

the clap of a mill on the stage, to relieve the Laird^ 
and give him a little breathing from the hot pur- 
suit of the witches ; but, as the last scene was no 
farcf , but a most serious tragedy, care would need 
Co be taken, when the burning of the witches came 
to be acted, lest the farce, as it would be called, 
though founded on facts, be also converted into a 
tragedy. 

Abemethy was an early seat of the Culdees ; 
and, for many centuries afterwards, continued to 
be famous for learned men, having a College, and 
different professors or masters attached to it. There 
was a fragment of the College standing till within 
these hundred years back, in which the school 
was kq)t in which my grandfather, as he told m^, 
and his father, were both taught ; and they both 
died proprietors of the houses, gardens, and lands 
which are said to have belonged to the professors 
of the College. Their ancestors, also, both by 
father and mother's side, had property, both in 
the town lands and also in the vicinity of the town, 
time immemorial, so that it is very probable their 
ancestors might be among the original settlers after 
the expulsion of the Picts ; consequently their tra* 
ditions, as handed down from one generation to att« 
other, may be reckoned more genuine, and more to 
be depended upon for authority. Though not bom 
there, yet I spent many youthful days in or about 
Abemethy, when at school, as it has been generally 
all along famed for good schools. There were two 
large schools in it at that time* Manfy came far 
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and near to them at that time, as English, Arithme- 
tic, Latin, and Greek, were taught in great perfec- 
tion, and upon very easy terms. A young man 
who was a class fellow of mine (whom I left there, 
being a little sooner entered than he), attended 
the first Greek class of the late Professor Dalzell, 
in the College of Edinburgh. The Professor was 
so astonished to see Greek taught at a country 
school in such perfection, that he asked him the 
name of his schoolmaster, and where he was taught. 
When told the name, he desired him to give his 
compliments to the master, and tell him that he 
had acted his part very well This same young 
^an turned out to be an ornament to the College 
of Edinburgh, both in Latin and Greek, and after- 
wards died in possession of a Professorship him* 
^If, though in a distant land. 

About a hundred years ago, Latin was taught so 
generally, and in such perfection, about Abemethy 
and Auchtermuchty, that, besides the better sort, 
many of the mechanics and common tradesmen are 
said to have been taught it till they were consider- 
^le proficients in it. I know an old ^lan, a me- 
chanic, alive till about two months ago, who was 
taught considerably later than the time referred to, 
smd who is said to have been a very good Latin 
scholar in his youth. About that period, there 
were excellent schoolmasters in both these places ; 
apd a spirit of emulation and rivalship was kept up 
l)etween those of the scholars, who were farthest 
advanced in either place^ going and challenging 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ACCOUKT OF ROMAN ANTIQUITIKS* 167 

those of the others alternately to dispute, by giving 
out aad answering theses, both in Latin and Eng- 
lish ; though the distance was about four and a half 
miles, and over a hill too, yet this did not cool their 
ardour. I remember well the account that vnzs 
given of the last dispute of this nature, and the last 
thesis that was given out, in which the Abemethians 
obtained the victory. A large body of the Auch- 
termuchty scholars was said to have come over and 
challenged those of Abfemethy^ they in their turn 
accepted it, and went in a body to the east end of 
the town, where both parties continued the dispute 
for a considerable time sui dioj giving out Latin sen- 
tences to be translated into English, and English 
into Latin. At length one of the Abemethy scholars 
gave ** Tbe bottom of a Mack dice** to be Latinized; 
this the Aucbtermuchty schc^ars, it seems, could 
not do, and immediately they turned their backs 
and fled as vanquished. This caused the Abeme- 
thians to give a shout of triumph as victors. But, 
lempora et mores muiantur'—l dare say this would 
have also puzzled many of our modem Latintsts, 
without consulting their dictionaries, and made them 
mn too as vanquished. 

The old College stood in the north side of the 
church-yard, and part of its walls, to the height of 
twelve or fourteen feet, were still remaining about 
forty-five years ago j but not a vestige of it now is to 
be seen. This was a little behind the old venerable 
church, now, alas ! also no more. What a pity to 
have demolished such an ancient and venerable 
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buitdiiig, which bad stood for many centuries as 
the metropoUtaa of the I^ctish episcopal see, till it 
was trambited by Kenneth IL to St Aiidrewa, about 
' the middle of the ninth century. It was undoubt- 
edly one of the oldest churches in Christendom, 
;uid seems evidently to have been built soon after 
the introduction of Christianity into our island. 
Now, Donald L is said to be the first King of 
Scotland who embraced the Christian religion, 
and is said by Buchanan to have begun his reign 
in the year of our Lord 201, and to have died in 
the 18th year of his reig9« He is described to 
have been a gpod and religious king. 

Christianity would no doubt be much about this 
time embraced by the King of the Picts, who would 
$oon set about building a church in his cajHtal, 
which was done upon a large scale c^ginally, as the 
extorsive foundation lately discovered beyond the 
building lately erected abundantly testify. Though 
I happened KQ contribute my quota towards build- 
ing the new one to a considerable amoont» aad 
though I have not the honour to be a member of 
any antiquarian society, yet I am so much of zp. 
antiquary as that I would rather have cheerfully 
contributed my additional proportion of h.fiOO 
sterling, only allowed for it in the estimate, to have 
permitted it to remain in the place it had occupied 
for 140Q ye^rs at least j 

Were a Gaelic scholaMr now to look for the Nethyi^ 
(the little winding. stream, a9 its name imports, and 
from vhid^ the town t93ffi$ it> MttMT^ be ^wii 
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scan:ely find it, at kast not in the original channel 
it had occupied when the town derived its nam^ 
from it. Taking its rise among the hills to tht 
south from some small lochs and springs, it had 
f^ginally run down through a deep hollow, pa^ 
dng thrmigh the east end of the present town^ and 
through the mkldle of the old town, and, after 
many wimples and windings in its course through 
the jdain, had hWeik Into the Earn at Innemethy } 
but at a very early period, indeed, it had been 
diverted out of ^s coutse in the hill at the head of 
the hollow, and brought across near the foot of 
the hiU^ b^g left to scoop out a new passage for 
itself, whkh it has done in a fine beautiful roman* 
tic style, before it found its leveU This had been 
done evidently primarily with a view to supply the 
town with ^ portion of its water, whkh is now car« 
ri^d down to it through a covered way towards th6 
muddle of the town, and ultimately to as^st another 
^eim vritfa the surplus of its waters in turmng a mill 
at the west end of the town. After eflFecdng this, 
it then runs in conjunction with the other stream, 
and falls into the £am^ a mile to the westward of 
where it had originally done so. Little tnore than 
the surplus of that small portion, after serving the 
town with water, runs now into th6 Earn at In- 
nemethy, its original mbuth. 

1 Dr Jataieson, in his {iistcny of the Ctddees, takes 
notiice of thb a« one of their seata, and has an 
PLtiact firom the Pictish Chroiiicle, in which a 

very curious j^rant is given of the town atd most 
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of the lands about Aberaethy, to God and St 
Bridget till doom's day, by one of the Pictish 
Kings, I think either one of the Nectan's, or Brude, 
about the latter end of the 6th or beginning of the 
7th century (I quote only from memory). The 
boundaries of the grant be^n from a large dark 
blue stone that lay deep in the earth till very lately, 
upon which I suppose the end of the new bridge 
is now built, on the right bank of the stream, at 
the west end of the town called in that Chronicle 
the Trent or Abertrent, (Aber, the mouth or out- 
let of its confinement). It runs thus, ^* a Saxo in 
** Abertrent usque ad Atan^ deinde ad altuntj* i. e# 
to the depth of the Earn* Though not mention- 
ed there, this must be the west side of the square ; 
the south side commences frmn the foresaid stone, 
including all the town, •^ usque ad Carfool^* (now 
Carpow, near to which the town extended) j the 
east side extended from Csupool, running down 
by a OTiall stream, ** usque ad Jnnemethy^* where 
the Nethy fells into the Earn, " ad deKtram ripam 
*• Amniy^ (i. e. the right bank of the river Earn,) 
the Earn being the northern boundary of the square 
or parallellogram, being about a mile and a half long 
by a mile broad. The Doctor it seems was at a loss 
where to find the Atan there mentioned. He told 
me that he wrote to several gentlemen thereabouts, 
to see if they could give him any information, but 
without success* But, had they known his design, 
they could scarcely have failed to fiind its name, 
with only very little variatioo from the ordinal, in 
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the little farm town of Hatun, near the Earn, and 
upon which the Trent directly flows ; but, before 
reaching it, taking a sudden bend to the eastward, 
it enters the Earn through a very deep gully or 
ravine called Hatun-pow, but in the old language 
called a Tulloch ; hence the names of towns, 
TuUoch/ Kintulloch, Kirkintulloch, Tullochgoram, 
&c. 

This St Bridget was a virgin most eminent for 
jHCty, who, with other young virgins, came from 
Glehesk, far east in Angus, to this eminent seat 
of the Culdees, and is said to have been buried 
with the other nine virgins behind the church, under 
a large oak, near about where the College stood ; 
but the oak is gone, no doubt, many hundred years 
ago. There is a farm.steadmg near the west end 
of the town, called Drumhead ; and Abemethy is 
said then to have extended east about a mile and a 
half to another farm of the name of Drumferden, 
which, I suppose, must be Drumfoot, or, as Drum 
signifies a ridge, it may be the ridge at the head 
and the ridge at the foot of the town, because the 
west end was the court end, being nearest the 
king's palace or castle. 

I lately received a letter from an acquaintance, 
informing me that the workmen at the roads, in 
levelling an eminence in the road near about where 
Abemethy is said to have originally extended to* 
wards the east, discovered five or six urns full of 
the ashes and fragments of burnt bones, with their 
bottox^s uppermost. Unfortunately, however, they 
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vrert all broken in taking them out, except one, on 
account of thdr being within five or six inches of 
die surface. This is of a pretty large size, as all 
Ae rest are $aid to have been. It is made of very 
coarse burnt clay, with some rude sculpture about 
the mouth, narrow at bottom, and bulging out wide 
towards the middle and mouth, with a narrow 
neck. It is now in possession of James Paterson, 
Esquire, of Carpow. These urns obviously appear 
to be Roman, and to have been inhumed by the 
Roman garrison when stationed at Carpow^ a little 
to the north-east of this, as they usually buried theur 
dead not always at one place, but all around, where* 
ever a fit place offered, as fancy suggested* 

About half a. mile to the north-west of this, a 
short time ago, a ploughman turned up with his 
plough) on the farm of Balgonie, a small jar full of 
gold and silver coins. There were a great nund)er 
of the silver ones, amounting in all to about 200, 
consisting of two different kinds, a larger iutid 
smaller, in very good preservation, though not of 
very fine silver } the larger ones above the size of 
our old shillings, though much thinner, and die 
lesser ones above the size of our old sixpences. The 
gold ones were about twelve or fourteen in number^ 
about the same sizes and proporticms, but of very 
fine pmre yellow virgin gold. They are all Scots 
coins, belonging to one of the Roberts ; and though 
not mentioned, they are supposed to be Robert Q. 
as there were no g(>ld coins said to be coined b^- 
fore his time* On the obverse side is very dtstmct- 
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ly engraved " Robertus Scottorom rex Dei Grat :'* 
and ** Edinburgh villc/* and on some *' Perth 
" ville ;'' on others, in an interior circle, nearer the 
centre of the coin, showing that they had been 
coined at these different places. On the reverse is 
a St Andrew's cross with that tutelar saint of 
Scotland suspended on it, and some superstitious 
legend about the Virgin, which 1 had not full 
time to decypher from the short view I got of 
them, as some of the letters were of the old 
English or Saxon capitals. It is supposed that, 
had they been all sold, they would have amount-* 
ed to near about L.50 in value ; but 1 under* 
stand that Sir David Moncrieff, the proprietor of 
the lands, has now got them. It seems the man 
who turned them over supposed them to be only a 
parcel of useless trinkets, or ^^ bairns play^faln^* as 
he called them j and when the jar which contained 
them was broken by the plough, and they fell out 
of it, he took little or no notice of them. They 
lay a whole day without any notice being taken of 
them ; but next day, when returning home from 
the plough, be brought them with him ; but, his 
horse being a little unruly, he lost some of them by 
the way* He threw them down on the dresser, 
saying, that there were the bairn's play-iairs. Mrs 
Barclay, the landlady, however, began to take no* 
ttce of them, and to wash some of them free of the 
day that adhered to them, and then, to her utter 
astonishment, saw that they were ancient coins, and 
soon perceived some of them to be valuable (Hies. 
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too. A gentleman, who happened to be acci'« 
dentally piesent, afterwards went along with the 
man* to the place where they were turned up, and, 
by following the horses tract, they found several 
of those that he had lost. They found a piece of 
another urn or jar and some large stones about the 
place, but no more coins. 



, * This man's conduct seems to be an exception to tbe 
generaTity of those who happen to find any thing that ap- 
pears to be uncommon, either under the earth or even upon 
the surface, which they cannot account ^or, as ihej generally 
conceive it to be money or some hidden treasure. lUustra* 
tive of this, a workman, in this immediate neighbourhoodf 
some years ago happened to find a hedge-hog lying coiled 
up in its usual manner, which animal, it appears, he had 
never seen before, but, from its uncommon appearance as 
Y^\ as its weight, he immediately judged it to be a purse 
fuH of money. Accordingly, he carried it home with great 
care, and told bis wife to shut the; door, *' For/' says he, 
** I have now found a purse that will keep us all easy." 
He then alluded to tlie family by whom he was employed 
at the time in a very disrespectful manner ; but, adds he, 
<« we shall never need to work to them any more." But, 
^en, how to get the purse that contained the supposed 
treasure opened was a matter of difficulty,. for it was so 
well defended at all points, that muck violence could not 
be used with impunity ; so he sets to work with all his 
might ; but the more force he used, the more closely con- 
tracted it kept itself, so that, after a long and fruitless at- 
tempt, he was obliged to desist, and lay it down to take a 
rest. But, alas ! how suddenly were all his flattering pros- 
pects and most sanguine hopes blasted, when, to his great 
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CHAP. VII. 



An Auount of the site of several Roman ForU re^ 
cenily discovered in Fife and Strathearn^ with 
their names ^ ^c. to the eastward of the line of the 
great North Road to the Capital. 

* A Roman Fort and Bath at Caerpool^ 

A few years ago, the present proprietor of Carpoir 
found, on an eminence a little behind the present 
i^w house, a Roman bath, with a sudatory or 
sweating room, and other subterranean apartments^ 
with a wall that ran a considerable way below 
ground ; this he attempted to take down, but, for* 
tunately for the antiquary, its firm and compact 
nature resisted all his efforts, so that be was obliged 
to desist, and build up the entry again. The bath 
was quite entire, and was made so as to allow the 
person to Ue and stretch out himself at full length, 
with a pavement which, so far as I could under-^ 



mortificationy he perceived what appeared to him to be the 
purse containing the supposed treasure open of its own ac- 
cord> to stretch itself out» and then walk off deliberately M 
sdl fours in below the bed. 
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Stand by the description given, was a tessilated oner 
There were also some beautiful urns with handles 
found, which contained burnt bones, but, unfor- 
tunately, when exposed to the atmospheric air, they 
crumbled down. There were also two Roman 
coins found by a man when scouring a ditch, one 
of them a beautiful coin of the Empress Faustina. 
These were given to a gentleman to be presented 
to the Antiquarian Society of Edinburgh ; but it is 
supposed they have never as yet found their way 
thither. 

All these circumstances taken together obviously 
prove that this had been an eminent Roman station 
as well as a fort, as its name imports, Caerpool, 
the fort of the deep, or the fort that guards the paK- 
sage of the deep. As there has been from time 
immemorial a passage across the river Earn by boats 
c^qposite to this, the fort had been built not only 
to guard this passage, but also the pass through 
the hills to the south-east by Macduff's Cross. 
It would likewise command the cme up the south 
side of the Tay by Newburgh, so that this behoved 
to be a very important station. It is evident, how*" 
ever, that it was only the Earn that ran near this at 
this early period, as there is the most indubitable 
evidence that the Tay at that time, and for many 
hundred years afterwards,^ran in by the foot of the 
Carse hills for a far way east, and joined the Earn 
at Invergoury, making what is now called the Carse 
of Gowrie form a peninsula. The old bed of tin; 
Tay is yet visible in many places, and its course or 
1 
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tract can easily be traced by the names of many 
farms lying a little above the bw bid of the river ; 
which farms formed small islands, or inches as they 
were then called, ^rid stiH retrfh the name, such as 
IfttliagFa, Meginch,Ihchture, two Inchmichaels, ani 
Inthcunins ; this last had abounded in conies or 
i-abbSts, as cunins is the old Scots word for these 
animais. At a place called Flack Craig, rings arfe 
yet to be seen in the r6ck, to which the people haid 
moored or fastened the vessels. We are not solely 
beholden to tradition concerning this ; for I have 
seei) in an old printed record that the parish of the 
Rhynd formerly extended as far east through the 
Carse as the siliall parish of St Madoes now does^ 
but that, after the Tay cut its way through the neck 
oP the narrow isithmus, and joined the Earn, those 
people who belonged to the Rhynd parish, on the 
t3L$t of the Tay, still continued to attend their par* 
ish church by crossing the Tay in boats, till one 
Sabbath afternoon, a boat, heavy laden with people, 
returning home, sunk, and they all perished. It 
ivas thi^ affecting accident that made those in the 
C^^e, to the eastward of the Tay, think seriously 
abo^t building another church, which they did, and 
called it St Wtadoes. The parish kirk of the Rhynd 
is now left in the angle betwixt the junction of the 
rivers, with only, the farm town of Easter Rhynd 
to the eastward. 

Agricola, after the great battle of Meralsford, or 
the Lomond Hill, is said, by his prudence and va- 
lour^ to have reduced aH that part ol the. island, 

M 
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south of the friths, ./. e. of the Clyde, Forth, an^ 
tTay, into a Roman province. As for the northern 
parts, they were not worth the conquering or keep* 
ing ; only strong garrisons were placed in the for- 
tresses built on this side the friths. The plan- 
ning of these forts had occupied his time all the 
summer, after the great battle was fought in the 
spring ; because it is said that it was about the end 
of summer, or when the summer was almost spent# 
before he led back his army into the country of 
the Horestians. This also plainly points out that he 
had been a little farther north than Fife. It is quite 
obvious tp me that he had been as far north as the 
banks of the Earn ; but it is equally plain that he car« 
ried his operations no ferther north. It is said, in*' 
deed, that he saw the Tay j but this he could easily 
do from the foot of the glen of Abemethy, pt the 
banks of the Earn, though it was unquestionably a 
little farther distant at that period than now. Fc^ts 
had been built at the passages of the Earn, and also 
at all the passes through the hills to the south, to 
guard the south and north entrances into these } 
and, forti^ately, we'can yet trace the greater part 
of them, dther by their names, or by vestiges of 
them still remaining^— or at least by both. 

The first of these we shall take notice of^ after 
that at Caerpool, is one that had been built at Gary, 
about two miles west from Carpow, and in full sight 
of it, close by the lEam. There also had been from 
time immemorial a passage across the Earn at this 
place by a boat \ and a fort had been buik h»^9 
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looking up the glen of Abemethy, to guard it, as 
its name imports* It had just been styled origi- 
nally Caer, the fort ; but, on account of its being a 
lesser one than that at Caerpool, they had added 
through time the y to it, Gary, the little fort, as a 
diminutive of Caer, which name it still retains* 
As there was comparatively no road to the north 
by Kinross till of late> the main road from Kinghom 
to the north continued till long after Oliver Crom- 
weirs time, or even a hundred years later than this. 
It ran by the west end of a small loch called Bog 
Lochtie, but which is now drained, and by the east 
end of Loch Leven, by the Gullet Bridge, till it 
branched off hito two roads at the village of Burn- 
side } the one to Perth going up the hollow above 
it towards Damhead, and the other north-east in 
an oblique manner to the glen of Abemethy. 

We find two of these forts in the pass above Burn-' 
side. One of them is on the east side, on the farm 
of Carmore, built on a beautiftil round hill, raised 
into a top, commanding a full view of the road all 
the way from the Gullet Bridge^ and a great part 
of the hollow of Fife to the eastward. It had been 
upon a pretty large scale^ as its name imports, 
Caermiore, the Great TFort ; but unfortunately the 
plough has also found its way up to ft, and all the 
, place where the main fort had been is now demo- 
lished, and entirely levelled j only a strong rampart 
of earth is still remaining, where the plough has 
not touched, on the south side of the hill. The 
men, when removing the large stones, found some 

M 2 
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burnt bones, and about Wr6 dozen of pretty cteaf 
blackish beads, tolerably large^ some of them re- 
ambling those found in the cairn at Pftlochy^ 
tvhich shew that the koman soldiers had U8e4 
these very mtch as ornaments. The other Ibrt is 
down in the hollow to the westward^ on tl^e htm 
of Drunzie, Drunky, or Drongy, aft it is usually 
called. This had been obvbusly the oHg^ n^ixie 
given by the inhabitants td the fort, as it is ck)Sd 
by the £um-house, upon a steep base to the east* 
trard, aikl overlooking the narrow pass on the road 
that had at that J>eriod gone i^ betwi:fet the fert 
ajadthe fittle rivulet called Caftnore Burn. IJn* 
fortunately^ hoWeter, it has shai^ed the &te of most 
of all these eminent Roman antiquities in theneigh-r 
hourhood, being leveled on the top ; and the samo 
relics of antiquity were found here as in t^ one at 
Carmore, vi2. bones and, bca4s, wh^h plainjly shews 
that they had consecrated their forts to the inanesr 
of some of their depa^^ed heroes, by burying some 
of thdr .bones and relies under the found|atioh3, as^ 
these have bfen found m aU the forts ihdt I have 
heard of being tried. As a help for &Qid^g out 
the meanmg of the name given to this fort, I map 
remark that there are two lakes or lochs in Ae 
Trosaehs, near Loch Ketterin ; the one ^cttj large 
and beautiful, called Loch Va^achar, or the Bless« 
ed Lake ; the other a great deal Smaller and more 
diminutive, called Drunky, which is d)viou^y a 
term of diminutive import, aAd is evidently tht; 
tame pame originally with this fort^ which wa». oIp-^ 
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vkmsly buHt upon a iesscr scale, and also lower 
down in ihe hoHow than the one at Carmore. 
The inhabitants had given it titt a^tme name as the 
little dwsiify ; for the old Scots mmt for a dwarf 
and dwarfy, which are still much in use in the 
coiu^ry, are Droch and Drochy or Droughy ; dins 
Ihe only difference betwixt these 9iid th^ name here, 
given is the want of die »• 

The north entrance of this great pass from 
Stratheam, by which the r<»ad frc^n Perth to 
Qu^eni^&rry came, till of l^te the new road dowo 
ttve Water of Farg was made, was also well guard- 
ed by two forts, which had stood at the south end 
or head of that steq>, long, and narrow pass, called 
the Wects or Wicks of Baigley. The one on the 
east idde obviously points itself out to have been 
on the top of that bieautiful corneal hill called Fit-» 
day l^aw, (perhaps from Phildius,) which is evideiiN 
lyartiiids4; at least all the irregularities or esc* 
cresc^ces have been removed. It had a broad 
flauish top, but it is now subject to the operations 
of the plough* The other on the rising grounds on 
the cgpposite or west ^e h^s not retained such a 
very pretty n;|me, bei^g styled Lousy Law j but, as 
a compensadcm for its ugly name, it retains the pri* 
vil^e pf having an annual fair for bestial in the 
mondi of May, though d^ place con^sts of ooiy 
two or three small house^. 9u( this vulgar name 
Is evidently a very gross cco^ruption of its original 
cme^ as it is usually spelled JUiaty Law* Bert we 
h»ve most deipidedly : thq vesti^ of the name of 
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Agricola's successor, Sallastius LucuUus, in that o£ 
this fort, \vhich retains the two middle syllables, or 
the most probiinent part of the name, leavmg out 
the first and last syllables. As Agricola was re* 
called soon after the battle of Meralsford, — at least 
as soon as we may suppose the news of the victory 
had reached Rome, and a messenger had been sent 
back to recal him, — we cannot suppose him to have 
had time to build any of these forts. If he had 
leisure in the interval even to plan or point out the 
site of these, it was as much as we can well sup« 
pose him to have had time to do. The last men« 
tioned fort appears to be the westermost of all in 
the great line or chain of forts, which runs along 
the higher grounds at all the passes on the south 
borders of Stratheam and the north of Fife, and 
then stretthes over, in an oblique manner, all the 
way to the East Neuck of Fife, as it is still called. 
As there is no pass over the hills to the westward 
for many miles, we may naturally suppose this fort 
to be the very first one that would be erected 5 and, 
as it guarded the principal pass from the north to the 
south through Fife to the capital, it is very. natural 
to suppose that the general and commander-in* 
chief would impose his owp name upon it, calling 
it Fort Sallustius ; but, through ignorance and inat« 
tendon, this illustrious name has now degenerated 
into one of the utmost opprobrium. 1 am not only 
borne out in this conjecture by the resemblance of 
the one name to the other, but also by the pnvl« 
lege of the fair annexed to th^ fort^ This, alsoj, 
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at the same time, stamps great antiquity upon the 
institution of this £air, obviously deriving its ori* 
gin from that early period, from the inhabitants 
being encouraged to bring their cattle to that place 
to be bought for the service of the Roman gaiw 
rison. 

Although there appears to have been no fort at 
Balcanquhal, yet either the Roman army had halt- 
cd there in their return to the north, or there be- 
hoved to have been a Roman settlement somewhere 
about it. Perhaps both conjectures may be correct, 
as the finding the foresaid vessels, as well as a Ro« 
man urn, full of burnt bones, in the vicinity, would 
seem to-demoastrate. There seem also to have been 
a few Roman houses or dwellings on the height, a 
little to the eastward, above Upper Pitlochie, very 
much resembling those small square buildings of 
which the Urbs Orea, directly opposite. Consists. It 
Js somewhat remarkable that, in autumn last, there 
was one of i^een Elizabeth's shillings picked up, 
only a very few yards from where the Roman bronze 
vessels were discovered. Thi^ I have had for some 
time in my possession } it is^f fine silver, and in 
very good preservation, having on the obverse side 
her head, with the ordinary inscription, Elizab. Dei 
Grat. Angl. Fa. & Hib. Reoin. } and pn the 
reverse, Adjutorem Deum Meum Posui, — viz» 
I have placed God as my helper ; which inscrip- 
tion, though it was upon many coins of her prede- 
cessors, yet was most rejn^^rkably verified about 
the time of the iAY^sipa by the Spanish Arm^d^ 
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Jn 1^88* It appears that she didnotjilace this trust 
in vain ; fof ^ if ever tl^e hand of God was visible in 
defending a nation^ and in taking signal vengeance 
on its, enemies, it was eminaitly so on that occa- 
sion. For though this great and expensive arma- 
ment made-its appearance in a most formidable. mam 
ner, and was pompously and impiously styled 
the Invincible Armada, yet how soon did the vani« 
ty and falsehood of this proud title appear, when it 
was dashed to pieces by the winds and waves» with* 
out scar<;ely any other enemy appearing^ ez<^t the 
^English hanging on its ir^ar,; and picking, up zo4 
carrying many of the vessels into port„ without al- 
most any opposition! So effectual, indeed^ ^as 
their destructicHtu that not an individual ship of that 
vast and expensive armament ever returq^d to its 
native port j and but few of the forlorn crew sur- 
vived the wrecks who appeared gather as pidfu\ 
supplicants than prisoners, and who were most ge^ 
nerously maintaii^, and s^nt home by that very 
nation virhich they came to exterminate as heretics ! 
little mpre th^n.a mile east from Balcs^quhai, 
yrc find another of th»e. forts on the top of a beau- 
tiful conical hill, called Bdn's Law* It rises from 
a wide base about 150 feet above the level of the 
Qther grounds around, and gmdyally terminatfl^ iH 
a beautiful conical tbp ; and though lately its sides 
have been planted by J-ord Mansfield, yet its sum- 
mit and the ^ite of the fort hav^ yery judidously beea 
left free. Consid««Wie pains had been ta^ ta 
whopth all ih? »de8 of it, ^d cast up a rampart of 
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jearth rouiid Its base, to render it mote inaccessible 
to an eilemy^ Very fortunately^ the obliterating 
plough has never found iu way up to this fort ; m 
that both the vestiges and dimensions of it are yet 
disdnctiy visible. It is quite circular^ having hi4 
a stnmg wall running around it^ about 133 feet i^ 
ciixumfi^pence. Some of the foundation stones 
yet appear ; and it seems to have been divided into 
£Dur divisions, by two walls crosdng the caitre. It 
appears to have been upon a pretty large scale, as 
it would be of great importance, serving, by its 
situation, for guarding two important passes, being 
placed nearly in the angle where they met. It has 
a most commanding view of the east road from 
jCinghom, all the way from Falkland and Strath^ 
miglo, aQ4 when it enters the pass near Pitlour^ 
alji the way ^p to the gl^n of Abemethy. It stands 
on the west side, and near the head of this grand 
pass. It also had served to guard tl^e road branch* 
ing off at Bumgrange from the west, as formerly 
noticed, leading to the glen, as that road skirts its 
northern base. The import and origin of th^ name 
.of this fort or fortress may be gathered fromtan an^ 
cient word, which is yet frequently in use. A per- 
son is said to be bejn, or to live very bein, when he 
is snug and comfortable, having all his wants sup^ 
plied. The soldiers of this fort or gs^trison, it would 
appear, had been m this situation, or were suppose^ 
to be so by the couxilry people, because they had both 
a snug dwelling, and all.thf^ir wants supplied; so that 
it is very probable they would call it thg i^dniPbrt, 
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or Law^ or ^^ the snog iand comfortable dwelling.^ 
It also gives name to the farm immediately behind 
It to the norths called Meikle Bern, and also an« 
other one now joined with this, called Little Bdn } 
this would insinuate as if there had been a les- 
ser fort somewhere about it, but which I have 
not yetdiscovered. It must be down at a place 
called Bein's Neuck, where there b a Jbrd^^ and a 
jroad passing the water of Farg* 

The late farmer on this farm, when draining a 

bog, found a leaden pan abouc three feet below the 

surface, something resembling a large stew pan, 

which would contain about nine or ten Scotch pints, 

but wanting a handle or bow, full of the ashes of 

burnt bones, and some yellow stuff. This I now 

have in my possession ; but unfortunately it was 

considerably damaged in taking it out, as the man 

who found it was rather too hasty and eager to get 

it out, fondly supposing that it contained hidden 

treasure. In another part of the farm, when open* 

tog two smalt cairns, he found two stone coffins set 

cm edge and covered, containing also the ashes of 

burnt bones. In the midst of one of them, he found 

a small cup of burnt clay, the same as most of the 

Roman urns are made of, about the size of a break* 

fast cup, but neatly bulged out, and contracted m 

the mouth, with two rows of rude sculpture around 

it, straight lines reversed, and made in the form of 

triangles, which ai^>ear pretty neat This also he 

obligingly left me as a legacy, lately, wh«n h« set; 

off for Van Dieman's Land^t 
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This Bdns Fort,, or Beins Lawi is in a most 
commanding situatbn, and has a full view of Fil« 
day Law and Fort Sallustius, alias Lusty Law, alias 
Lousy Law, as well as severals on the north-east 
faillsy and two on the other side of the pass oppo« 
site. Thtl being a very important pass, and next 
to the one on the west through the Weets of Baig« 
Icy for importance, required to be well guarded,-^ 
and it seems to have been so* On the east of this, 
and directly looking down upon the entry of the 
pass or hollow, there is a beautiful conical hill, 
rising into a somewhat narrow fiattish top. This 
hill stands a little above and to the north-w^est of 
Pitlour House; and nature seems to have done 
every thing here on a grand scale, leaving little for 
art to effect, forming a sort of barricado or rampart 
of rocks around the extremities of the jBat top ; and, 
where these had not been thought complete, ram« 
parts of earth have been thrown up. The popular 
tradition of the country makes it a Roman camp, 
at least it generally goes by this name ; but it is by 
no means ^ correct as if they had called it a 
Roman fort, which it obviously seems to have 
been. 

On the south-west side of the hill, which has 
been originally very steep, and is pretty much so 
yet, though it has been obliged to yield up a good 
deal iof this to the all conquering plough, there 
f^as, till about twenty years ago, a considerable 
number of curious terraces, evidently artificially 
made along the side of the hill> which appeared to 
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liave been once occupied as ^encamptnentSf At some 
period or ddier there had been a slaughter of troops 
nskr it, as there ^ere found a great quantity of btnrm 
bones and ashes lying below stones thrown upon 
them, when these shelves or terraces were taken 
in by the plough. These had either been the ash^ 
c^ the Romans who had fallen in the assault, or 
of those who had fallen when attacking the fort. 
A few years ago, there was picked up at this place 
a turious antique ring of very fine silver, and in 
very good preservation, with a small round knob 
upon it, resembling a diamond, with a cross be-^ 
side it, and an inscription around it. The inscrip? 
tion plainly shews that it had been nmde and worn . 
on the finger after the introduction of Christianity* 
The most beautiful and. perfect specimen of en^ 
campments in this terrace way, is to be found con* 
tiguous to the village of Markinch on the north, 
whereon four or five of these, rising gradually above 
one another, are cut with the greatest beauty and 
symmetry arouiid a steep and verdant bank, in the 
form of a grand amphitheatre. Though the amphi« 
theatre is not quite complete on the north side, it 
is truly ^ grand and most striking object. — A little 
to the east of this is a farm town cidled Dalginch,^ 
where is a beautiful and conical hill or eminence,^ 
tolled Dalginch Law, of great antiquity, obvious- 
ly the site of a Roman fort, as all these Laws ge< 
nerally were. Sir John Dalrymple, vrho wrote a 
book the century before last, mentions that justice 
was wgnt to be a4aUimtered firom thi$ Law, w4 
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that patties came from all quarters atound^ and 
feven at a great distance, far this purpose,— that 
parties wefe allowed fifteen days to hriiig in their 
proof, or to bring in the bestial stolen, in ordei* 
to be proved. Ht mentions that persons were! 
even a<icustomed to conie all the way from Aber- 
deen, or frcM the south of Scoeland, to this place# 

In the middle of the great pass above Pitlour, 
leading to the glen of Abernethy, there had been an- 
bther Roman fort tip near the farm-town of Dun^ 
barrow, and from which. It is quite evident, %hfi 
town had derived its naine^ signifying the Hill of 
the Cairn, or Little Mount. This Mount on which 
it had been btiilt is evidently that small round 
WU or eminence, a little south of the farm, which 
is now planted with firs. The vestiges o£ the fort 
or buUdlng still appear ; ^d it seems adtnit^y 
^apted for the purpose^ being not only near the 
mididle of that great pass or opening betwixt the 
&rt at Beins Law and that at Pitlour, but also itt 
the c<»9tre betwixt the two roads to which it had 
at that time led up on the east by Dunbaitow 
bank-^wluch for a lopg time it did^— or up the 
hpUow on Uie west, keeping near the water track 
that runs down,— as is most probable,— and which 
is now the plan again adopted in making the roads^ 
by keeplog thf level of the water runs* 

Anothec fort had stood a little above this ont thiat 
high rocky eminence at the head of the Glen of 
Abernethy, called the Craig of Pittenbroigh. Thi« 
would be a very commanding station, as it is at 
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the head of these two great south and north pasw 
ses, and also where four roads meet ; and a fifth 
passes at a little distance. As a confirmation of 
this having been a fort, there were several small 
cairns or tumuli opiened, where the Romans had 
buried their dead a little to the west, when that 
piece of waste ground in the angle betwixt the new 
and old roads was lately taken in and ploughed^ 

The mouth or entrance of the glen, — that great 
pass or thoroughfare froiti the north,— had been ve- 
ry particularly guarded, apparently by no less than 
three forts, one upon the Castle- Law, on ail emi* 
nence about the middle of the hill, and a little 
below the Pictish Kings' very palace or castle j an- 
other in the very middle of the gorge or pass \jpon 
that high eminence called the Quarrel-know. This 
would guard both the road that had gone up on the 
west side where the present one goes, and also the 
one on the east, which at that time had ted down to 
the town of Abemethy, along the head of the steep 
bank, above the deep aiid narrow ravine which the 
water has made. The vestiges of the old road ap- 
pear here amongst the furze; and where it passes 
the fort and joins the present one is yet distinctly 
visible in the east side of this fort, presenting a 
bold and steep side to the east, and looking direct- 
ly down upon it. This seems to be more con- 
firmed from the other one that stood a little more 
down, and to the eastward upon the point of the 
high rock, where the water takes a bend, and, turn- 
ing to the east, cuts a passage through a stupen- 
3 
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dous I'ock. The vestiges of this one were dis- 
tinctly visible when I was at school ; and we manjf 
times wondered what could be the meaning of thid 
ancient building on the top of the rock, when 
amusing ourselves amongst this pleasant and ro-> 
mandc scenery* But unfortunately every vestige 
of this is now erased by the all-levelling piongh^ 
which has come quite close upon the top of tha 
tock and the banks, by its intrusions. 

The road passing betwixt these forts to the town 
of Abemethy, — and enteriilg k still more ancioK 
road, narrow and hollow, with steep banks of three 
and six feet high on both sides, which has served 
for a road to it ever since it was a town^ — fimidf 
points out, not only that Abernethy had been c^ 
considerable eminence at that early period, b\3t 
also that it had been peopled many hundred years 
before that time. 

The name of the Quarrelknow, an eminence on 
which the middle fort was built, may be easily ga* 
thered from its close contiguity to the AbernethianSji 
through which roads they would often have to 
pass, and which even interpose between their king 
and his very capital ; so there would naturally be 
frequent quarrelling and discord betwixt them and 
the Roman garrison* Whatever way they looked 
around them, they saw themselves closely environed 
by these imposing badges of their subjugation, and 
hateful memorials of their slavery, having no less 
than seven of these forts within half a mile of one 
part or other of their town. 
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1.688 than a mile to the south of the Quairelknow^ 
there has been another small fort, at the head oiF 
that narrow pass called Drumcaim Glen, to guard 
that pass, and from which the farm obviously takes; 
Its name, signifying the ridge of the cairn, as it is 
bctilt upon a high ridge of rising ground, the fort 
being at the south end of k, or where it begins io 
rise into a ridge. 

Near adjoining to this, on the South east, is a 
farm town called Catohill, finely situate for guard- 
ing or inspecting a hoUow pass crossing over from 
the water of Farg towards the head of the Clen of 
Abetnethy, as well as another leading by this to^ 
the tniddle, and also one coming from the south 
by the west side of this towards Drumcaim 
Gleii, which leads to the foot of the said Glen of 
Abernethy. it obviously appears, from the name 
of this farm, that thete had been a fort here for 
guarding these passes, oh the hill a little east from 
the house now planted ; and, as this name was little 
^susceptible of adulteration ot corruption, it still re« 
tains its original one, which had been given to it from 
spme Roman of the name of Cato, that had been 
governor or superintendant of that fort. Even in 
commc^ pronunciation it is yet but little corrupted, 
only the emphasis is put on the &, sounding it longer 
than it ought to be. Or perhaps this name may 
have been given it in honour of Cato, the great Ro- 
man senator and philosopher, who lived but a short 
time before this j who, though illustrious in his life, 
yet betrayed great human weakness and cowardice 
at his death, having, after reading Plato on the 
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immortality of the soul, deliberately committed die 
atrocious crime of suicidey constitutbg what is 
termed in our law a filo de se. 

The beaudful and romantic pass through which 
the Farg or Argie runs down, about little more 
than a mile to the westward, had been also guarded 
by two of these forts, one on each side. The one 
on the west had been placed on that eminence 
above Pottiemill, called Kirkpottie, from a Catholic 
chapel having been once there, the site of which 
is yet easily perceived, with the burying ground close 
beside it. There is a remarkable fine well near it ; 
and the fort had just been on the eminence above it, 
the vestiges of which are still to be seen. Now, 
the Latin word for a well is fuieus^ and consew 
qi^ntly the word for wells, in the plural number, 
is futei^ so that these forts would be styled by 
the Romans, Forts Futei, the forts beside the wells.. 
Here, then, we have obviously the name of the 
House of Pottie, which stands up6n part of the 
grounds connected with the last mentioned fort, 
and in its immediate vicinity ; and also the name 
of Kirkpottie, from the fort on the west side, with 
the chapel attached to it. The cement used by 
glaziers for putting in glass into windows is called 
putty, a word very like putei ; and this is usually 
called potty, the very name of this house. About 
three miles up this pass, — ^so beautiful and romantic, 
that Prince Leopold, when in his tour to the north 
country, while the horses were feeding at the inn, 
tdd the landlord that he had not seen so beautiful a 
glen vx all his travels, even Germany not ^i^ceptedj-r*- 
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1 pefrcdve there had beea a Romaa tort a Iktb to 
the fioiitb eaal: of the ipii^. at Bdasmuk. This I did 
not discoTcr till lately, aa^ thei^e was iu> road up the 
glen till widiin these fisw yeara. It had alood on 
that eminence, behind the chimp of treea, wheie 
the fimn c^ Little Bein once stood,^ which name had 
obriocsly been denved hoot . the fc^, whose ruin^ 
are still visible. Thsre was bm one road that 
crossed the. Farg^ at a fofd a Hctle bebw, in an 
oblique dhxction, that led from Perth to the castle 
and barony of Balvaird ; and so eSecttiaUy. was 
every pass and every cross road guarded, that this 
fort had been erected to guard even this solitary 
roady which also shows that it had been used as 
a road even at this early period. 

The ancient rocking stone of ^alvaird, mentioiied 
by old authors, — though now never taken notice of 
for nearly two hundred years, since the ttme Oliver 
Cromwell's soldiers went past, who are said to have 
destroyed its vibratory powers, — can sdil be discern** 
ed by a little inspection, as it lies upon the side of 
the new road, upon the right bank of the Farg, aboi^ 
half a mile up from the inn. It might still be res* 
tored to its ancient state of vibration, or rocking^ 
by removing the stones and rubbish now lying un« 
der it. Oliver Cromwell himself slept two nights 
in the ancient house of Fordel, about half a mile 
south-west from this. 

Upon a more particular inspection, I find there 
had been also another fort called M^die Bein^ 
which had stood upon a roundish or oval hill pret* 
ty elevated, before the farm-steading of MdUe 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ACdQUKT Ot itdAtAK ANTIQUITlM* 1^ 

!$ein, and from which it had been alto named* It 
had been originally aUnost {ierpendiciilar in its 
^des, with a strong rampait of earth thrown up 
on the east side, where the entry had been, in or- 
der to guard it ; and the fort now lies in mini 
near the centre of it, though the stcuies seem all 
to have been removed. There is also a beautiful 
and once strong camp close by it on the nordb* 
west, upon a pretty large scale. It is not fiilljr 
square^ but a little rounded in tlie comers, adapted 
to the nature of the ground* But I am iafraid thii> 
will soon be demolished, as the present £armer bzt 
all tbe furfiie and broom cut up, and the deinoKsh^^ 
ing plough just ready to enter and level it» 

Upon further and more particular examination^ 
I find there had been other four forts that I have 
passed oven One had stood on that CEiinence, 
at the little vilbge of Newbigging, before Bal- 
jcanquhall, to guard an old road still remaining^ 
and also the passage up the hollow^ through 
iwhich the water comes down, a little to the east* 
ward* This accounts for the five bronze vessels 
being found so near this. Another had stood on 
an eminence, on the east side of the little water^ 
$till more near it, dF considerable elevation, and 
flattish on the top. This is the place where the 
small square houses seem to have been^ as formerly 
jQientioned. These had been dwelling-houses be^ 
side the fort, as there had been plenty of room oil 
the top, though now all defaced by the plough^r 
A very little fiirther east, there are still the ves^ 
tiges cS the other two small forts on the top of twn 
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small conical hills/\^here the old road, which is 
still used as such, had gone through betwixt them, 
the basis of each coming down to the sides of 
the road. The one on the east side was lately 
planted, being considerably higher than the other, 
and rising beautifully into a conical form, but is 
now become an almost impenetrable thicket, by 
the furze, which is as high as a man, and the 
bruiches of the firs so interwoven together, that it 
was with considerable diiBculty I could penetrate 
to the top, where I found the little fort lying in 
ruins, on a fiattish round top, with a strong ram* 
part of stones and turf, partly natural and partly 
artificial. The one on the west side is not near 
so high. It is quite bare ; and, as the plough has 
never yet touched the top of it, the vestiges of the 
fort are quite visible, though not so much so as 
the other ; and the entry to it from the west is a 
long narrow ridge. It is in such places as these, 
particularly the one on the east, that the sites of 
these ancient forts appear to best advantage, where 
the unhallowed plough cannot well touch them. 
. The ridges of ground here, and for a far way 
east through Fife, rise into beautiful little eminences 
among the arable lands, sometimes into round, 
sometimes into oval little hills, and also into conical 
shapefl ones. The Romans had improved these on 
the sides of the passes for erecting their forts upon i 
but here two present themselves naturally close 
contiguous to one another, and the road passing 
directly, through betwixt them, which has been 
embraced by them alsa for guarding this road from 
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the south. The range of hills on the opposite side 
of the vale of Eden to the south has also been 
guarded at any little pass that presented itself, 
though it was not requisite to be so strict, as the 
northern passes were most exposed to the inrpads 
of the Caledonians. 

There is a wild and romantic glen about a mile 
west from Orea, that divides the West Lomond 
hill irom the Bishophill, cklled Glenveal, through 
which a little rivulet runs to the north over free* 
^one rock, forming several beautiful cascades. A^; 
there has been, and still is, a road leading up the 
east side of that glen, even this pass has not been 
forgotten to be guarded, as one of their littlq 
round forts lies yet in ruins in the mouth of the 
pass, above one of the windings of that Uttle water, 
and close by the road-side ; the stones lying around 
a heathy eminence, appearing white among the 
dark heath, though a great many of them seem 
to have been taken away* 

Those who may visit Orea will find it also worth 
their trouble to go west and see the ruins of this 
little fort, as it is seen to better purpose, and a morq 
distinct idea of the nature and extent of these forts 
may be formed from it, than by viewing the ruins 
on the tops bf little hills or laws, as they appear to 
be in general all demolished in these places, some- . 
times the foundations only being visible, and some- 
times not even these. 

The effects of a subterraneous eruption of water 
£rom the hill above may also be seen ^ear this« U 
burst forth from near the top of the hill, about 
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two or threie years ago^ bnngli^ down an immense 
quantity of considerably la^e stones and rubbisb^ 
f^vermg th6 whole side of the verdant hill> aU 
most down to the }ittle water at the bottom, calkd 
the Glen bum. Another of these watery eruptic^s 
or explosions, above twenty-five years ago, burst 
forth frota the middle hill betwixt the two Lo- 
pionds, on a Sabbath day, with a tremendous noise, 
;as loud as the report of a cannon; and though 
there was by no means so much rubbrtsh brought 
down as by the one on the west side, yet such a 
quantity of water burst out, that, if the people had 
not run and opened the sluice of their threshing- 
mill dam. It threatened tp have inundated the futa^ 
Steading 6f Kilgoun 

About ttiid'-way, and near to where this pheno- 
menon took ptace, beftwixt thew^tand east Lo^ 
inond hills, there Is a smaH pass or strait foot path 
ct-ossing from north to south, calkd the Arrities 5 
^d even this has not been neglected to be guarded, 
^ there has been tme ^of these small forts standing 
^t the head of it, how fom^g a beatttlul verdant 
corneal little Ml!, eVkfentfly artifkiaJ, and finely 
^een froih thfc nottfa of ^6 yiAt of EdeUi, and also at 
$t dinstderaWe idfetalnce, now catted the Maid^ Cas- 
tle. This is dirccdy up, afnd south from the farm 
Ixcrn^e of RilgouTj where the parish ehureh of Fklk* 
land oace siooAy ilflio^gh afeom two milira *est froim 
|t, and where the minister's glebe still ky wkuM is teo w 
let to ^e feirflrtr in Kilgdur. Tbtre fe a itftt $lone 
^o^ that hst& lain many years l)eside the hitrf^ 
W^p6md^ m wliich it is geiierall^ s^id th« "b^dy 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ACCOXmT Of ICOMAN AIITI^inTIB8« 18^ 

dE David, Ddce <£ Rotlisay, son of Rbbart tte 
Second, was tmiied, who was starved to death ia 
one of the vaults of Falkland Palace by his uii^ 
natural umde. If it be so, dther he had not been 
very tali in stature, or else his body had been anu 
traded by the cruel and Ungerii^ death he unddr^ 
went. On the north side of tbe vale at Ancfater- 
tnuchty, there is a kind of two passes or roads to 
the north, both of which appear also to have been 
guarded. On the old road to Newborgh, there is 
a high rocky emin^ure, widi a broad llattish top, 
iiaturally strong, called Craig-ouris, or ra^er 
Craig-our^house, that appears to have been weM 
fortified with nmiparts of earth thrown up in aM 
the places any way accessiUe. As it rises gradually 
^m the south, there has been a strong rampart of 
«arth thrown up betwixt and the araUe land ; and 
near to tins rampart, a man in Auchtermuchty, a 
^Ood many years ago, when casting <livotB, (L e* cut^ 
ting thin broad turf for putting on the ridge or top of 
the houses), feimd a Roman dart or javelin ; and, 
though I never saw it, yet, from the description, it 
must have been toonsse. It vas said io have beeft 
a blackish metal, thoi^ not iron. — The other road 
'Or pass was up the course of the water from tfat 
iK>rth i and this :a4^>ears to have beenguardoi both 
by that high rocky eminence a Uttle to the nonlii- 
«ast, naturally £^tified on aU sides, and also by 
one caUed die Herle Law ; this isalso a very coou 
manding situati<m, and has an extensive view» 
Hiere is sdso Uie greatest ppebabili^ that there 
had been one of theae forts on the top of that 
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beautiful knoll) or eminence^ stancSng at the mU(- 
dam in that romantic situation, and in the very 
mouth or gorge of the pass by which the road to 
Newburgh now goes* About two miles to the 
north- west, and a little east from the head of the 
^len of Abemethy, where five or six roads meet, 
there seems to have been another one built on a 
round little hill or eminence, on the extremities of 
the lands of Wester Colsie, called the Round 
Know, though now also demolished with the 
|)lough. The roads meet near a stone called the 
Thirle Stone, from a round hole drilled in it re* 
sembling the print of a camel's foot, evidently arti- 
ficial, though the stone Is a hard whin stone. The 
standard for regulating the weights of a large 
fair, (^ce belonging to Abernethy,MS said to have 
been^ inserted into this hole, when the fair stood 
here,-^-or, as others say, the weights for weighing 
the wool stood fixed in this hole. 

About half a mile farther east, upon the farm of 
,Wester Colsie, where two cross roads meet, an- 
other Roman fort lies in ruins, of con^derable ex- 
tent, though less now than formerly. ^ The hills or 
xising grotmds a little west of this begin to divide 
and to assume the appearance of an amphitheatre ; 
and particularly the hill to the south, just opposite 
to this, has the appearance of terraces or seats, 
running round the arena of an amphitheatre. The 
grand amj^theatre erected by Vespasian at Rome 
was built only a few y^rs previous to this, called 
the Coliseum. It is very natural then to suppose, 
that, :whfnever an opportunity occurred, or when 
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there was a fort built in any place sitnilar in ap- 
pearance, which might recal to niind this grand and 
stupendous work, the Romans would very readi^ 
ly confer the name upon that fort to keep up its 
remembrance. Accordingly, it obviously appears 
that the name of tlje Coliseum had been originally 
given to this fort, which we have evidently yet re* 
tained in the name of the farm«town contiguous, 
called Wester Colsie. I well recollect that, when 
at school, the son of the person who at that time 
occupied the form in this place, who was then also 
at school, told me that one of his father's servants 
found a small silver coin amongst the stones in the 
ruins of this place resembling a sixpence; and, 
though I never saw it, it must obviously have been 
one of the small silver coins of Titus or Domitian, 
which were very current at the period of its early 
erection. These ruins lie midway betwixt a new 
house lately built, and a beautiful bank of larix« 
firs to the south-east. I am the more confirmed 
in my conjecture as to the original name of this 
fort, from another farm-^town, above a mile east, 
called Easter Colsie, or Collisie, where there ap^ 
pear the ruins of another Roman fort that stood 
a little behind the old farm-house, around which 
the little green eminence assumes the appearance 
of a natural amphitheatre ; and, though two forms 
intervene betwixt it and the other Colsie, called 
Fitmedden and Raemoir, yet so full had they been 
of the gi^nd Coliseum, that, whenever the least ap« 
pearance of an amphitheatre presented itself near 
any of these forts, they had not been slack in con* 
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ferring this name upen k^ as this evidauly upm 
pears to have been called Easter Coliseum. , The 
niins of this i^e still visible, for any thing I kaow 
to the contrary. They were so in my yoi^ger 
years^— »this being well known groundt«-'-^is my plea- 
sant paternal inheritance lay contiguous to tlus oti 
the west ; and, though not the place of my nativity^ 
(which was ia the heart of the stiU moi^ pleasant 
and fertile Stratheam), I passed uiany a happy and 
youthful day herci under the guardiansfa^ of one 
fof thi^ best of fathers^ nay, I may add, one of the 
most excellent of the huuEian race* But little did 
I then know that my kn was cast on such famed 
and classic ground, or dbat I was stationed be- 
twixt two €uch famed and illustrious names of 
andquity, as the Ea^st^a and Western CoUswm 
of Roman or^tn, else I would have paid more 
Irequeat visits to tban for thek names sake. BiK 
alas! what a vast contrast betwixt the niios <^ 
these and those of tfaeir prototype, which is one 
cf the most celebnted {^raj^theatres of antiquity, 
aboig with that at Verona^ to be found in all Italy^ 
pr any where else. This little fort at Easter Colisie^ 
or Colsie, had been placed to guand tbe pass to the 
north, the nearest way to Newburgh, and another 
little road meets near it. It also had a mo$t ex? 
tensive and conunanding view^ directly looking 
down upon the forts at Auchtermucbty, and.com* 
municating with them. There are also two towns 
.of the name of Eastern and Western Colaiuflif 
about thirteen or fourteen miles south west from 
Edinburgh, which names are still more near the; 
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driginai name of Coliseum, wtnch si^ms obtloUslf 
to have been imf^osed upon them from the same 
cau^ ; as I understand^ from good authority^ that 
there is also the appearance of a grand natural am*« 
phitheatre near them^ amongst the hilts } and hd 
doubt they would also hkve Roman forts near them, 
from wheitce they obviously had derived their names^ 

It has beenmy destiny hhherto to be generally 
siationed amidst Roman ferts^ these venerabkmms 
of antiqidty. I was bom in the vicinky of one eit^^ 
to guard the passage of die Earn ; and in the sight 
of other six or seven, along with the view of the 
Pictudi kings* two palaces or castles, whhout change 
ing position. I was bronght up for a tifiae betwitt 
two of far {amed and illttstrioiis names, and ia view 
of other four or five, and now reside in the veff 
tfiidst of the camp occupied by Agricola, after fight- 
ing the interesting aod &r femed batde of Menil»* 
ford, or Hie Lomond hiH, so kng and inxbosly 
yotighl after ; ako in the immediate view of a R6i> 
maa town^ and surroonded with thirteen or ibuf- 
tem Ronmn forts, eitSier in sight or within less than 
tbree miles <ii8tancew it mmt tmrelj haw been hi 
virtne c^ this last place of residdice, that I bad been 
inspired with the ^sire, aixd been aided in attempt^ 
$ng to p^t iitiatters to ri^t& in this point of vkw,in 
fi ntsmief never hiibetio a(teinpted» 

Altfaough the ^omafts seem in genaral to have 
m^ gnai<ded ^U ilie wads or passes to the sooth, 
yet it&c is one to the wKitii-east of Abemethy, 
that i^peMinever to have been guarded, not ap« 
fi^stfing so mucli 3t first sight to i»ed iu By this 
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road I have travelled many hundred times, bat 
nerer could perceive any vestige or ruins of a Ro- 
man fort, this being our road to the paiish kirk 
and school, and possessing one of the most delight* 
ful views to be found in all Great Britain. 

The Caledonians are said to have made an ir« 
ruption into the Roman province about the year 
117, being the first of Adrian's reign ; and their first 
exploit was to demolish a number of the Ronian 
fortresses built between the two friths. << Adrian^ 
*^ hearing of these commotions, appoints Julius 
*' Severus governor of Britain ; but, before he had 
** time to do any thing, he is suddenly recalled, 
^^ and sent elsewhere ; but, the Caledonians conti- 
^^ nuing their ravages, this brings Adrian himself 
^y down in person. As soon as they hear of his ar« 
** rival, they relinquish tlie country they were pos- 
** sessed of, and retire to the north. Adrian, how- 
** ever, advances as far as York, where he meets 
•* some of Agricola's old soldiers that had been 
^* with him in the northern parts, who, by holding 
*« out the difficulties he would have to surmmmtj 
^^ and the small advantaged that would compara* 
*^ tively accrue to the empire, even should his uiv- 
•' dertakings be crowned with, success, divert him 
** from pursuing his expedition. Wherefore, 1^ 
^^ resolves to leave to the Caledonians all die cbun* 
*• try between the two friths and the Tyne, in hopes, 
^< by thus enlarging their boundaries, to keep them 
^< quiet. But, at the same time^ in order to secure 
^^ the Roman province from their incursions, he 
f * causes a rampart of earth to be thrown up, cover* 
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•* ed with turf, from the mouth of the Tyne to the 
•* Soltvay Frith, in length about eighty miles/' 
This was converted into a wall built of free-stone, 
about ninety years afterwards, by the Emperor Sc* 
verus, generally upon the rampart formerly raised 
by Adrian, and must not be confounded with the 
wall raised by Lollius Urbicus, only about twenty* 
three years after, or about the year 140, under An- 
toninus Pius, along the narrow isthmus where Agri- 
cola had formerly erected his fortresses. It striked 
me that the Caledonians, in this eruption, had got 
through this last mentioned pass, perhaps unob- 
served, as it seemed the least guarded ; and there 
is a farm town immediately below, or contiguous 
to it, called Gatawa, or Gataway. The Abeme- 
thians, therefore, speaking of this expedition, would 
say, that they (the body of Caledonians), " gat a* 
** awa'," or " all got off," perhaps unobserved, or 
unmolested, through this pass ; and after having 
once got through it, and keeping in the hollows, 
after surprising one or two solitary forts, and killing 
those in the garrisons, they might penetrate a far way 
through the Roman province, to the south of these 
two lines of forts, and commit havoc enough. 

There is also a sort of pass by the west side of. 
the hill of Gataway ; but this appears to have been 
guarded with a small fort, whose ruins once stood, 
and I suppose yet stand (unless demolished since 
the commonty was lately divided;, on the west side 
of the little water of Nethy, above what is called the 
linns,-or water falls, and on the ^de of the road ta 
Wester Colsie. Something more than a mile t# 
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^thfi eastv^rdf ^^ nearly opposite to where t)ie 
town of Abernftthy oi^e e^rteoded, there i$ ano« 
tber pretty wide pas$ betwbct two coosiderably high 
hills ) aad» thoqgh one of them is ^rabte oft the tcfp» 
aiid the other has beef^ so at a very early peiiodt 
yc^ they pr^ent bold rounded fronts to the north. 
.^9 a road goea up by the side of each> they appear 
(o h^ve been guarded by a fort in the centre betwixt 
Ihem, ofithe height above Greenside^ mA another 
OB the west side of the little water. These had 
%een styled F^^fts Greeosides^ or VIriJi LaHp from 
%hm being cont^uous to these hHls» presenting 
tkm beautifully verd^mt or greeu sidea» and from 
W^h the. two farm9 adjacent obviomly take their 
^aii^e$ of Easter aud Westter Greensidea. These 
two uufrefiuented roads meet together a Httle above 
where they are joined by the on^ on the west of the 
WU, where, meeti^ with three other roads from the 
three fa?m$ oa the south side, mi one very ancient 
^^ leading across the hill, all at one point, they are 
c^ltgd, from tbjat singular dr<:umstance» tbc Seven 
Catef or rpadjs, 

^ very little to t|ie westward of Ak^ and o^ the 
north side^ of the^ cros^ road> another £3rt had 
iitood* called Furies Know, or KxipU^ perhaps from 
§m Spnrim who had the: command of k, and which 
icat a namefrequ^mt amongist the Romans* This 
pnejii^Klbeen erected, not only to guard tfi&assemt^ 
blage of all these roads, but also to observe the 
passage of the £^rn, and to communicate witb the 
jfort at Carpow, and the forts Greeusidgs, upon alt 
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trMch it dkepAf lodtsidomi ; so that, yghm evdr A 
body of the enemy was observed passing thece, the 
MkKers statiooed diere might give thealann ta the 
chain of forts along the high grounds to the east 
and ixrest^ as also to die three at Auchtenmichty t^ 
the south-east. Tlie situation of this fort » woiv 
thy of obsenration^ bemg upon a small plain» though 
pretty elevated, with the grounds rising a. little 
around it to the east^ north, and west j so that, standi 
ing at its base, you neither see the Seven Gales^nor 
the passage of the Earn, but, by stepping fiomnrd 
a few paces either way, yon see both distinctly ; so 
that it had beea built as high as to have a view of 
both at the same time. It is still further remarks 
able, that the site of it has no view of any q£ the 
forts either to the east or west ; but coming past 
it very lately from viewing some of these forts to 
the eastward, I observed, a very little east from this^ 
a pretty elevated spot near the road^ in a five open 
dtuation, having a few stones on the top of it in the 
form of a square, and some turf or earth above it, 
drawn to a point evidently artiiiciaL Though this 
attracted my notice, yet 1 could not fully . compre^ 
hend the meaning of it, till I came west to the fort, 
and observed that, though it was in full view of the 
passage of the Earn, yet it was out of sight of 
any of the forts of Beins Law and Round Kiiow, 
&c* to the west, and the Black Cairn and Nonnani 
Law, &c. to the east. It then struck me at once, 
that this had been the place for erecting the ^gaai 
or alarm posts to these other forts, of which it had 
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a full view* Unfortunately, however, wc have to 
iament, that this one seems to be about to share the 
fate of most of the rest# I observed with regret, 
that some person, while building a small toft of 
houses a little to the north of it, since the division 
of commonty belonging to Abernethy, has foimd 
out this, and has grubbed up all the stones from the 
very foundation, which are all lying loose, in a large 
mass, ready to be carried away. Though 1 did not 
measure it, yet the area of its foundation seemed to 
be about ninety feet in circumference. There are 
some small flat cairns where the inhabitants had 
buried their dead, a little to the north, in one of 
which, I recollect, when a boy at school, I wrought 
about two hours to get to the bottom i but, having 
no assistance, or any other instrument but my hands 
£o]c throwing out the stones, I made but little pro« 
gress, and was obliged to desist before coming to 
the bottom* I believe it still remains as I left it 
about forty years ago ; but, had I then supposed it 
to be a Roman cairn, I certainly would have perse- 
vered to the last to see what was in it, or in what 
maoner they had buried their dead.. 

On the east side of that high hill called the hill 
of Greenside, there is another very narrow and 
steqp pass, or ravine, directly above Carpow, called 
Dovan's Den; and, though this and the other 
passes to the west and south are in the commonty 
belonging to Pitmedden, yet I do not recollect 
wheUier this has been guarded at the mouth or north 
^«ntry, or npt j b\it there hiis obviously been one on, 
1 
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the top of the hilt on the west side, which would 
both serve for this purpose, and also on account of 
its height (being seen at a great distance by its 
beautiful sloping sides) be fit for communicating 
with the high fort to the eastward, above New- 
burgh, called the Black Cairn, and also with Nor- 
man's Law, nearer to Dundee, still higher. There 
are the vestiges of a few small houses on the base of 
this, in which the garrison soldiers no doubt would 
lodge, not being on so exposed a situation. 

A little to the south or head of this narrow pass, 
where It crosses the foresaid road across the hill, 
called the Seven Gate Road, there had been another 
small fort erected at the head of a den called the 
Green Den ; also a little south of this another small 
flat cairn points out where they had buried their 
dead j and on the north of this, in a hollow, wettish, 
swampy bog, a long raw of pretty large atones has 
been laid obviously by the hands of the Romans, 
by way of stepping stones, for communicating with 
the forts to the north, a$ it is not probable that any 
other pepple would lay these in such a wild seques- 
tered place. On the road below tliis pass on the 
north, the two ancient sites of the PIctish kings 
palaces, both called the Castle Laws^ the one near 
Aberncthy, and the other about five miles further 
off, on the hills to the westward, are finely seen all 
the way from Newburgh to the end of Abernethy 
town. By the edge of jgi hill intervening, the view 
of the one above Eccle^a M^Qriddcir hill is lost 
sight of} so that the Pictish ki^igs, when residing 
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there, would only have a view of the eastern half of 
their capital. These palaces are very similar now 
in their appearance, forming beautiful verdant coni* 
cal tops, and evidently quite different buildings from 
the Roman forts, — ^being both a vast deal larger,, 
and having more substantial walls. 

About half a mile east of Carpow, on the north 
side of the old road, in a situation a little elevated, 
amongst a clump of trees, there also appear the 
foundations of another round fort for guarding the 
low road by Mugdrum and Newburgh. Nearly a 
mile south of this, very near M^Duff's cross, other 
two forts had stood to guard that important pass, 
which was then the principal road to Cupar in Fife# 
One df these stood on a little round hill or emi* 
nence on the north side of the road, not above fifty 
yards east from the pedestal of M'Duff's cross, and 
admirably adapted for guarding the road which 
passes directly betwixt this and another little emi* 
nence a little westward, on which the other had been 
erected to guard the road from Auchtermuchty } 
but now both are unfortunately demolished by the 
plough. It is but only very lately too that this has 
been effected, being only a few years since thecom« 
xnonty was divided } and the account I had of the 
largest one on the north side of the road was, that, 
though the eminence is obviously natural, yet there 
evidently had been some building upon it, as the 
foundation seemed quite enxire. As the ground is of 
a loose cbannely nature, it had been paved all around 
the top of the round hill ; but, alas I all are now re» 
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moved, and levelled by the plough. I perceive,^ 
however, that the pedestal, on which tha cross of 
M^DuflF was inserted, is still left standing in its an- 
cient site, though the ground is now laboured all 
around it* This cross is now universally known to 
have been erected by King Malcom Canmore, aU 
most eigbt hundred years ago, commemorative of 
M^Duff, the Thane of Fife, having slain Macbeth, 
the usurper and tyrant ; and, on this cross, the na* 
tureorezplanatioilofoneof the four grants said to 
be given to him is said to have been inserted. One 
of these grants is generally allowed to have been the 
honour of carving at the King's table ; another, the 
honour of placing the crown on the King's head at 
his coronation ; a third, to lead the King's armies to 
battle ; and the fourth and last, that if any of his ktn» 
even to the ninth degree back, should be guilty of the 
unpremeditated slaughter of any gentleman, by pay^ 
ing twenty-four merks as afine^^^and if a plebeian^ 
twelve merks of silver,— and flying to this cross as 
an asylum, and washing his hands, he was to get 
free, upon paying also nine kine and a colpindach^ 
by which I suppose is meant what is called a quey, 
or a young cow that never had a calf. Th^se, as 
tradition, and the oldest people thereabouts say, 
(but which has never been mentioned by any 
author that I have seen hitherto,) had to be brought 
to the stone and tied to it ; and then the person had 
also to go down about a mile to the tall upright 
stone that yet stands a little west from the house of 
Mugdrum^and blow a horn ; and, if he got this done 
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before the kine and colpmdach were loosed^ he got 
quite fr^ ; but, if the kine and colpindach werie 
loosed before he got this done^ then his right to 
this privilege was to be disputed or called in ques* 
tion. This tradition appears to reeeitre some coun- 
tenance from the nature of the stone or pedestal 
yet standing, (a square block of freestone), which 
obviously appears to have bad ten holes drilled in- 
to it artificially, for inserting iron rings fixed in by 
bats of lead. Some of these are yet so deep that, 
though you thrust in your middle finger, it scarcely 
reaches the end of the perforation ; and also the marks 
t>f the chissel are clearly seen !n the edge of some 
of them in trying to get out the rings and lead. The 
tradition of the place, among the best informed, still 
further bears that, when any persons came there who 
had been supposed guilty of a more atroctoos crime 
than accidental manslaughter, and who claimed this 
privilege» the country people, amongst whom cer« 
tainly would be the relatives of the deceased, usually 
collected upon a little round hill only about 200 
yiirds east from the stone, well provided with stones, 
with which they peked the person coming to the 
lisylum, who was obliged to pass that way, as this 
was the direct road from Fife. It is added that some 
Were so severely handled that they died before they 
reached the stone, which may perhaps account 
for several small tumuli or graves, being former- 
ly seen near the cross. The nanie given to this 
eminence is the Croucher Know, or Knoll, front 
the per^ns that awaited the coming of those flymg 
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to the afcylum, crouchiag down or stoopingt in otdet 
the more to conceal themselves. But, hi ordar the 
more to favour their escape from those lymg in 
wait with stones, and to give them every chance 
for their life, the road, about four feet broad, was 
paved all the way from this to the cross, vdth 
round rough stones, which are partly still re* 
maining, but where the plough has been they are 
all turned up. It is generally agreed that it 
was the Reformers who took this stone cross down 
as a relic of superstition, on their way from Perth 
to Cupar and St Andrews i and some suppose 
(hat high stone near Mugdruin to be the very one 
that was the stone cross inserted in this pedestal. 
If it be soy their zeal had been more moderate than 
is generally represented, in being satisfied with on* 
}y breaking off the cross from the top; but which, if 
it had been violently thrown down, would have un- 
doubtedly brds^n to pieoss^ ;|8 it is a thin flat stone 
;tbout two feet broad and one foot thick. It is square 
in the edges, ai^, though seemingly mutilated in the 
top, stands about thirteoi or fourteen feet high, with 
some hieroglyphics of men and horses, something 
like the obelisk at Aberlemno in Angus. The old 
road went past this stone about thirty or forty years 
ago, but it now stands a little west from the new 
house of Mi^gdrum, in a thicket of trees ; and is 
certainly worth a visit from the curiou^ as it is ob« 
viously of gre^ antiquity, coeval at least with Mac- 
guff's cross, and I suppose must be connected with 
it* Some even say that this was the stone on which 
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the inscription formerly alluded to was written, the 
substance of which has been given ; and, as some 
of my readers may never have seen it, I shall here 
also insert it, as it is certainly a curiosity, though 
a barbarous jargon, being neither Latin (only a 
few words excepted), nor Saxon, Scots, nor £ng« 
lish. 

Maldraradmm dra^os maleria largia largoi 

Spolando spados sire nig fig» gnippite gnaros, 

Lauria lauri&cosy lauringen lauria luscos. 

£t columburtos, et sic tibi curcta curtos 

Eiitus et baradrum, sive lim> sive lam* sive tabruitti 

Propter Magidrum, et hoc oblatum 

Ampi smileridum^ s6per limpide, lampide labrum. 

About half a mile west from Macduff^s cross is 
a cairn of stones lying on the side of the road, caU 
led Sir Robert's Cairn, from the circumstance of 
Sir Robert Balfour of Denmiln being killed there 
in a duel with Sir James Macgill of Lindores. They 
were very intiihate companions, though Sir Robert 
was a stout young man in his prime, and Sir James 
considerably niore advanced in years* They had 
been both at Perth in a summer day along with 
their servants. Sir Robert, it seems, had been a 
little in his cups, and had quarrelled and fought 
with a Highland chieftain in the Sou^h Street. Sir 
James coming up at the time, though he was 
somewhat little in stature, yet, being an expert 
swordsman, made them desist. Observing to Sir 
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Kobeity iQ a jocular manner, that the Highland 
chief would have done for him in a few minutes if 
he had not separated them. Sir Robert's blood 
fired, and he offered to fight Sir James himself* 
They returned home in the afternoon ; and, when 
at Carpow, they made their servants take the low 
road, and they went the muir road ; and at the 
place where the cairn is raised, they fought. Sir 
James by this time had cooled, and, perhaps, con- 
scious of his superiority to Sir Robert, wished to 
avoid it at first, and to have no hand in hurting 
him* Sir Robert fought like a madman. A shep« 
herd sitting a little above them was not only so 
near as to witness, but even to hear what passed ; 
he heard Sir James call out to Sir Robert twice, 
" O my dear Sir Robert, do not force me to kill 
•^ thep } rU be obliged to kill you in my own de- 
^* fence if you do not stop/' This, it seems, only 
enraged Sir Robert the more* Sir James then 
made a thrust pr lounge, in order to wound his 
sword arm at the shoulder, that he might dis« 
able him ; but Sir Robert, in parrying the thrust, 
or rather while dealing about him so furiously, 
struck the sword, and drove it into his own throat, 
by which his windpipe was so effectually cut that 
he fell down and expired almost instantaneously. 
Sir James then threw his cloak over the body, and 
rode off. Their servants, it seems, had been sus« 
pecting some mischief, for they were all on the 
alert ; and a man of the name of Robert White, 
who ^as pulling thistles on Carpow Bank^ observ 
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ed the servants rtanding in their stirrups^ look- 
ing up most eagerly, but who could Bot well sec 
them, being in a 8ort of hollow. When they per. 
celved Sir James ride off alone, they immediately 
knew ther* was something wrong, and then, as fast 
Sis they could, they rode up the nearest way through 
the growing com. This man followed them, and 
there they found Sir Robert quite dead. It is 
through the shepherd and this Robert White that 
these particulars are so minutely handed down, 
though it is a long time since the transaction, be* 
ing, as nearly as can be ascertained, m the year 
1679, — a memorable year, being that in which Arch- 
bishop Sharpe was kHled in Magus Muir, and also 
that in which the battle of Bothwell Bridge was 
fought. Sir James immediately went up to Lon« 
don in order to procure his pardon, which, it seems, 
the king (Charles II.) offered to grant him, upon 
condition of his fighting an Italian gladiator or 
bravo,— or, as he was then called, a bully, — which, 
it is said, none could be found to do. Sir James 
undertook to do it, though perhaps he might think 
the conditions of obtaining his pardon hard enough^ 
Accordingly, a large stage was erected for the eX' 
hibition before the King and Court, and, no doubt, 
;also before an immense collection of spectators. 
Sir James, it is said, stood on the defensive till the 
bully had spent himself a little, bemg a taller man. 
than Sir James. In his mighty gasconading and 
bi-avadoing, he actually leaped over the knight as 
if he would swallow him alive j but, in attempting 
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to do this a second time, Sir James ran his sword 
up through him, and th^n called out, ** I have 
" spitted him, let them roast him who VilL" This 
not only procured his pardon, but he was also 
knighted on the spot. I have given him his title 
before he earned it, but it was that he might be on 
a par with his former antagonist. Sir James*s son 
was also a noted swordsman, and from him tbe 
present heiress of Nether Rankeillor in Fife is 
lineally descended. 

A high peaked hill a little to the eastward, the 
base of which nearly extends to the Cross M^Duff, 
as it is usually called, has had another Roman fort 
upon the top of it. This is called the Black Cairn, 
and has been a strong post, having had a strong 
rampart of stones running round a little below the 
top for nearly a mile, which stones are mostly ly- 
ing as the Romans left them, only loosened and 
spread out a little, and now turned grey, or rather 
white, with age and moss ; this seems to have beeii 
the strength and security of the fortress, if not the 
extent of it. The fort is also lying in ruins on the 
top, and evidently has been a building, though not 
of such extent as I expecced* Though the hill is 
almost 1000 feet above the level of the Tay on thq 
north side, rising pretty steep up from the town of 
Newburgh, stretching along its base for near a 
mile, yet it rises more gradually from the south, 
and has been ploughed near the top and within the 
rampart, as the marks of the ridges are quite visi- 
ble. This, again, has had ^ ccmmumcation with 
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ahother Still Stronger fortress called Clatshard Cmg, 
considerably .k>wer, and nearly a mile east. The 
Romans bad been at uncommon pains in fortifying 
this, as its situation would be of great importance 
for guarding that important jkiss from Newburgh 
to Cupar-Fife, and also two roads leading south 
through Fife by the Loch Lindores, one at each 
end of it. It rises pretty high from the south, and 
also abruptly from the west, though not so high on 
that side, and terminates in a high perpendicular 
rock, I suppose fully 120 feet high, fronting the 
east, and directly looking down upon the road that 
passed, till only atel , very near k. The top, con* 
taining a considerable space of ground, and also a 
well in the rock, has been uncommonly well forti- 
fied by four very strcmg ramparts of earth and 
stone, drawn round, with proportionally deep fosses,, 
on the south and west, till they reach the perpendi« 
cular rock on the north and south«ea«t sides } so that 
in these days it might be reckoned almost irnpr^- 
liable. A rampart of earth is also distinctly seen, 
extending down from the stone rampart on the 
Black Caini, and running east on the top of the 
hill facing the north all the way till it joins the 
ramparts on the north edge of Clatsteurd, nearly a 
mile distant, which is now a good deal levtlled* 
The etymology of the name of this rock may be 
derived from the circumstance of the Romans pos* 
sessing it. The word clat is yet used, though ob« 
viously a very ancient word, when a horse is in the 
babit of pawing or striking a person down vrith hi» 
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fore feet, as all the dragoon horses are usually 
taught to do ; he is said to clat one down, namely, , 
when the stroke comes from above upon the head* 
Now, as the road went so near the rock that a 
stone detached from the top could easily knock 
one down or kill him, the Romans might some- 
times, and very readily would do this upon the 
enemy, or on any persons they wished to stop in 
passing. This might make the natives remark 
^^ that these Romans with their stones from their 
*' rock claubard^^ thus giving a name to it which 
it still retains. There is a large square mass like 
a huge pillar, which, though not basaltic, rises 
perpendicular in front of the rock, and detached 
from it, presenting rather a threatening appearance. 
This stone, it is said, Thomas the Rhymer pro- 
phesied was to fall upon a man riding past on a 
white horse, and kill him. Although the new road 
to Cupar is now a little removed from the foot of 
the rock, so that Sir Thomas has now more the 
chance of turning out a false prophet, yet, as the 
old road continues still open, and many yet take it, 
the threatening aspect of the rock has often had, 
and still continues to have, a powerful impulse in 
causing many to quicken their pace in going past 
it, whatever the colour of the horse may be, lest 
Sir Thomas should have perchance mistaken the 
colour of the horse that is doomed to be the ill- 
fated one. About sixty years ago, and in the me-* 
mory of many people yet alive, a boy of the name 
of Robert Kid^ when herding cattle upon the back 
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cf this rock, happening one morning to be sitting 
on the top of it tupping his porridge out of a 
round woodeii plate, the plate chanced to slip out 
of his hand and roll down a gentle declivity, just 
^bove the immediate brink of the rock ; the boy 
not willing to lose his porridge so easily, made ^ 
hasty descent down the declivity to r^over it be- 
fore it got over the verge j bot being too eager 
to recover it, or perhaps not imagining that he was 
so near the brink, over he and the plate went to- 
gether down the tremendous precipice ; but very 
fortunately his cloak happened to be so well iixe4 
about his neck and breast, that the 5^ind getting un« 
der it made it pread out like«a pair of wings, by 
which he wzs somewhat buoyed up, and the rapi- 
dity of his aerial flight a little retarded. Still mpre 
* providentially, when near the foot of the rock, ir| 
his descent, the corner of his cloak took hold of s^ 
bush growing out of the crevices of the rock, by 
which his fall was so effectually broken, that he es- 
caped quite unhurt, getting off only with a goo^ 
fright. 

There is also another beautiful rock down in th^ 
hollow, but in the other side of this pass, of a 
beautiful conical form, cjuite msulated or detached 
from any other, something of a pyramidical form, 
having a round flat top, with a narroW ridge for an 
entrance to it. This rock, called the Mair or More 
Craig, though obviously natural, yet has something 
of an artificial appearance, and has not been ne^ 
glepted to b^ embraced sis a most important ope fojf 
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building a fort upon, the foundation and dimeft- 
dons of which are very distinctly seen from the top 
of Ciatshard, being considerably elevated above it^ 
with the little water, issuing from the Loch of Lm- 
dores, running betwixt them down past the extensive 
ruins of the abbey of the same name, to join the 
Tay. Something less than a mile east from this, 
on the extremity of the farm of ParkhiH, about 
nine years ago, there was a considerable quantity 
of ancient silver coins, with some gold chains and 
bracelets, turned up, contained in a hollow red, 
freestone vessel coarsely hewn out, somethirtg larg* 
er than a breakfast cup, with a coVef on the mouth 
of it, adapted to it. The coitis were mostly adhef* 
ing together by corrosion j but a considerable num^ 
ber were also very clear, and in excellent preserva« 
tkm ; and though not Roman but English coins, 
yet obviously of great antiquity. 1 saw six of these 
lately, two of which were beautifully clear and fine 
silver coins of Canute,— or, as he was stiled, Canute 
the Great, — ^the second Danish king that reigned in 
England ; and, as he began to reign in the year 
1017, it is now 805 years since. One of these I 
have in my possession, in excellent preservation, 
apparently very little worn ; and the cutting round 
the edges seems to be as fresh and new as if it had 
been only done a year ago* On the obverse, it 
has the king's head pretty neatly engraven, with a 
sceptre held up before his face ; and on his head a 
tiara, not like *a crown, but rather in the form of a 
triangle, like the Pope's turban j and on his breast ^ 
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<oat of mail, with his name, a contraction for Ck^ 
iiutc> CNVT. REX. ANGL. not very legible : On 
the reverse there is a cross with a pellet in each 
angle, and one in the centre, as in most of the an^ 
cient English coins ; but the letters around are so 
indistinctly engraven, that I cannot well decypher 
them. The other four coins, though not so good 
silver, yet appear still more ancient i but no person 
that has ever yet seen them can decypher the let* 
ters around them* The gold chains were rather of 
a slender make ; but a sight of these I could not 
procure, as the person that once possessed them 
lent them out for inspection, and they could never 
be recovered again, being too long forgot to be 
looked after. These coins were found at a place 
called Wallace's Den, where tradition yet marks 
the very rill that runs down through that hollow, 
or over the very spot (being a spring well, but now 
covered with the plough), where it is said Wal- 
lace drank after the bloody engagement he had with 
Sir John Psewart, the English general} and de- 
clared that the wine of France, from whence he 
had lately returned, was never half so good, — adding^ 

At many a Uoody bout I've been ; 

But such a bloody boat as this I've never seen. 

About sixty years ago, a man, when casting di* 
vots close by the place, also turned up a sword ; — 
all which prove incontestibly that this is the 
place where the battle was fought. This battle 
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wsts called the Battle of Blackironside, c5r ii« 
thef Eamsidej and this farther proves that the 
Earn only ran past this way at that period ; for if 
the Tay had then joined the Earn where it now 
does, as it is by far the most noble river of the twdy 
it would rather have been denominated the battle 
of Taystde. Sir John Psewart had been lying 
with his men, amounting to about two thou- 
sand, on the top of Clatshard, in these strong en* 
trenchments previously formed by the Romans ; and 
when Wallace came past, with only fifty men at- 
tending him, evidently not aware that the English 
were so near him, the English soon perceived him 
passing, and came so suddenly down upon him, 
that he had scarce time to fly into the wood called 
the Wood of Blackeamside, and fortify himself the 
best way he could with a few trees erected by way 
of a barricadoe, or harass, as it is called in his his- 
tory, and there await the attack of the English ; 
where the few heroes that were with him behaved 
so well that they killed a good number of their as- 
sailants, fifty being left dead at one point dP attack 
only. It was here, also, that Sir I'homas de 
Longuieville, or the Red Reaver as he was previ- 
ously called, won his spurs, having fought so gal« 
lantly that he not only procured the esteem and 
favour of Wallace, but was taken into his confi- 
dence, and was ever afterwards of gre^^ service to 
him in all his after exploits. Wallace, for a con<> 
siderable dme, was obliged, from his great disparity 
of numbers, to ai^t on the defensive; but, during 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



Sf8* ACCOUNT OF ROWAN ASllQVlTlJUh 

the action, ^ t'eitiforcement of SOO men joined hint 
from the north, by crossing the Earn* All these 
facts still further confirm that it had been after 
this period that the junction of the$e rivers took 
place, where they presently do. After this season- 
able reinfor<^ement, though there was still a great 
disparity in their numbers, Wallace came out of 
fbe wood, and gave the English general battle, and 
he and all his men were cut in pieces ; not one, it 
is said, escaped the carnage. Now, it is highly 
{)robabIe, nay it almost amounts to a certainty, that 
it was part of the spoils taken from the English 
that fell in that bloody engagement that was so 
lately discovered ; and it is equally probable that 
these had belonged to the general himself ; for it is 
not probable that the common men would have 
gold chains or bracelets about them. If so, it goes 
well nigh also to establish that this Sir Jdm had 
been a great antiquarian, else he would not have 
had such a collection of ancient coins about him ; as 
there appears to have been no scarcity of the tbiai 
reigning King*s coins current for paying the troops 
with, as will partly appear from what was lately, 
discovered dF them, which will be afterwards men* 
fioned« 

These passes at the east and west end of Loch* 
indores also appear to have been guarded, one on 
that eminence placed in the centre of the entry to 
the south, on the west side at Berry hole, and another 
on the hill on the west side of the pass where the 
two roads meet on the south side j another also, 
8 
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k not two, is situated at the entry to the east one 
by pairney Hall, as its name imports, — Cairn oi' 
Caimey always having a reference to some one ot 
other of these artificial buildings, either when stand- 
ing or in ruins* On the south entry to this nar-^ 
row pass, and through which now the new road is 
made from the south coast to Newburgh, another 
one had stood on that pointed eminence on the 
farm of Braeside, near which a large upright stone 
yet stands* Down again a little to the souths 
cast of this, contiguous to the village of Collessict 
the riiins of another one yet stsmd. It appears 
to be a little encroached upon, having been or|« 
ginally much about the size of the one af Westeif 
Colsie, aoo feet in circumference. It stands a 
iittle southeast of the parish church of CoUessie^ 
on the farm of the Newton of Collessie, in the 
form of a beautiful artificial Law, in the angle wher^ 
three roads meet. The old road from Cupar to 
Kinross, till of late, went this way, and another 
one. up to, or past this village, on the east. Here^ 
again, circumstances concur in fully" establishing 
this fort to hafe been named in honour of thecelcr 
brated Coliseum, and from which the name of th0 
village and parish is obviously derived, as it was asi 
often spelled with two Ps as with one; smd, in* 
deed, the modem name comes as near the ancient 
one as could possibly be expected, one letter x as a 
redundancy being the only difference* The place 
from which it had derived its original name, or 
.which had suggested it, is a most stupendous WQi'I^ 
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a Uttle to the south, in the form of a vast ampl^ 
tiieatre ; but whether it be natural or artificial fe 
difficult to determhie. h goes round, for klmos^ 
the space of a mile, in the form of a spacious am* 
phitheatre, by ^ stupendous bulwark of earth and 
small round stones, which are very abundant itt; 
riie plaee^ raised, as it were, above another naturafi 
eminence of considerable heights It is generally 
supposed to be artificial; and there was a fort,-*^ 
Aough r suppose not a Roman one,— that had stood 
in the centre of the amphidieatre on a gentle emi^ 
nence, in the midst of a morass, which is now all* 
turned into arable land. Tradition- says that thi» 
fort long stood out against some enemy, though k 
h hot said who it was ; and that this bulwark was 
raised to stem or keep back a little rivulet dxat had^ 
ran down by die west side of the fort,, until it wa^ 
so much nused as to inundate the fort, and make 
the garrison surrender, or otherwise to drown them^ 
but diat, after it had accumulated to a gr^it height,, 
die pressure of such a body of water upon the rami* 
part made it ^ve way with a tremendous aind oveiv 
whelming influence, where the neck or outlet of 
die water is at present, and where, it^ is^ said, it 
^ gaed down' or went down, where die little 
£urm-sieadmg of the Oaddon is now built, taking. 
hs name from the woi-ds g^id down. The enemy, 
against whom this fort made such a n6ble defence, 
obvbusly appears to have been Edward h asis^ 
apparent from a great number of his small silvcfr 
€X)ms found lately in the viciaky of this, with $000:^ 
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%ho of the kings that preceded him, one or two af 
which I have procured } but, as they are so com* 
tnon, I shall not trouble the reader with any dei« 
^rip^cm of them heire, only that some of thein had 
been coined iii Berwick, and some in London* U 
the bulwark. In form of an amphitheatre, be artifi- 
cial, which I have never yet examined, though t 
have passed it often, it must have been raised by 
the Romans themselves, in my humble opinion ; and 
yet for what ostensible purpose, is difficult to con^ 
Jteture $ for it is scarcely probable that Edward 
would have b^n at the trouble of raising such an 
immensely large work only for the purpose of re* 
ducing a small and inconsiderable fort ; and, after 
all his trouble, the sttccess of it would be uncer« 
tain, as, according to the tradition, it actually turn«i 
ed out to be* The English might no doubt builct 
it up at the neck or ont*let, for the purpose men^ 
tioned { but that they built the whole of it, sup« 
poshig it to be artificial, I can by no means agree 
to. 

About a mite west from the fort at Collessiei on 
the south side also of the same road, and neaf 
where another crosses it from the village of Kioi* 
loch from the south^ the site of Mother Romail 
fort is found, apparently from the appearance of itt 
foundation of a square form. Hus vety fortunateljt 
h preserved and planted, from its bring umvensdly 
allowed to have been a fort of great antiquity^ 
bduing the name of the Maiden Castle# Thsf^it 

now the third I have met with of this n^e ; and % 

f2 
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litde to the westward of it there were lately dug tUft 
several Roman urns, half of one of which I have in 
my possession* It is of very coarse burnt clay^ or 
rather pounded whinstone covered with a thin coat- 
ing of clay, with some rude sculpture round the 
mouth of it, and of a considerably large size. 

On the north side again, and nearly » mile 
south-east from the east end of Loch^ndores, there 
has been another Roman fort on the height at 
where the old road to Cupar went east ; and aao- 
ther pass or hollow went down to Monimail a^d 
Melville House, called DUliecary Know^ which has 
some resemblance to Castkqary, one of the fort^^ 
in the wall built by Lpllius Urbicus betwixt the 
friths of Forth and Clyde. A little touth-east from 
Wallace's Den, and on the top of the height north 
from Highham,-— or south from the old Castle of 
Ballenbriech^ lying in ruins,-r-there has been another 
JR.oman fort, both to gu^rd the road that came 
across the hill, and the one in the holbw to the 
south, by Denbog. I^ rises most beautifully above 
the rest.^of the hill in the form of a small round 
verdant cojiicatl^ill, evid^fly artificial ; and is seen 
at a great di;sitance from Beings Law, and those 
on the south- w^t hills^ As I have hith^erto given 
any anecdotes I collected in my researches; wort^ 
in^rtion, I shall here, mention an an^^cdote I had 
from an eld man at the last mentioned old castle, 
now lying in noble ruins on.the banks qf the Ta]?^ 
which toqk place at that castle, and seems tob^ 
well a^henticated. It was a curious stratageq| 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



.ACCOUNT OF ROMAK AMTKIOITIES*; 92f 

urell planned by one of the h\r sex, and had tha 
desired effect* Above two hundred years ago, 
a gentleman, called by the name of Earl Andrew, 
then Inred in that castle, who is said to be a very 
wicked man; and the whole barcHvy of Ballenbriech,^ 
which is pretty extensive, then belonged to him, 
though he now occupies (mly a very small space 
of ground in the church«yard of Flisk, though ori^ 
ginally buried in the old kirk of Flisk- While he 
resided there, he claimed it as his right, as the 
Baronial Lord, to have the first night of every bride 
that was married in his barony. There was a 
young woman who lived up on the hill above, in, 
a farm, I believe, called Cauldcotes, whose turn 
came to be married, but who was not willing to 
surrender ^ that right to him, which she con* 
sidered as not belonging to him dther by the 
divme or human laws. Accordingly, the night 
previous to her marriage, she went down to see 
{larl Andrew, taking with her a yQung calf and ai 
pound of butter, by way of a present. The Earl was 
very complaisant, letting her see all the curiosities of 
the place, and among other things an instrument 
he had for fixing those that were obstreperous or 
non-ct^pUant, to remind her of what she might 
expect. She got him persuaded to go into Jt hinu 
self, to see how it would answer, and immediately 
fixed him in it* She rubbed him well with the but<» 
cer, and then, fisistening the young calf upon him, 
left him in that predicament. This, according to 
ihe account, bad the desicsd effect. She^t only^ 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



HSd AeCOUKT 09 ROMA)! AKTiat7ITISi» 

escaped, but it is said it ilso hislf piit an end t9 
the practice for thfe fumre j but, for the afitont put 
upon him, the htm of Cauldcotes had to pxj a 
wedder shee^ to the castle annually, fdr a tong 
time after, as a line, which I suppose is now c6in« 
muted into money. 

A little to the south-east of thb, there is smother 
one on the top of a round detached hill called Lo- 
gie Law, that had over-looked the Earn, and Serv- 
ed to guard A holloa pass by the t^est side x>f it. 
A little farther south-east, there are also other 
two Roman forts^ to guard a pass to Cupar in Fife, 
n^med Mount Tabor, and lindamus. This last 
appears evidently by itis name to be of Ronian 
origin, which it app^iars .to have retained pretty 
faithfully. A good Way farther eitst on thb north 
(odb of the hill, upon the farm 6f Flidanillzii^ a 
Doiost bedutifiil one stood, till itriery iateljr, to guard 
At niaurrow pass through die hill to Lutfarie* This 
bnfe Btood pretty high, ndsed upon a natiA^ base^ 
and drawn into a beautiAil flat top, where the fort 
)iad been built, having a sore df a winding road 
up to the top, something like a turnpike st^, frtm 
which it receivied from the country people the nime 
of the Whirley-c£^^ or Whitdaw-capes. I imdar* 
tBtand,howeveir, that this one was unfortuiiately late- 
ly demolished, under the ^perintendance of ttvb 
fidghboutit^ clergymen uku^ining that isome great 
gnd^uities would be found m it$ thc^h notii^Rg 
bntsomelafge human bones,|Mutfy bcQUt and piaith^ 
cakis^ w^ fouQidt Th^ did hot suppose thu^^ 
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tf> be Roman, ^Ibc I hdkyc they would net have 
touched it. At least, I am sure as to one of then^ 
liad he ever suj^osed this to be a Roman fort, he 
"would have held it inviolably sacred. Near this, 
l^orman's Law rises, superior in hdght to all this 
9'idge on the north of Fife, or even to any other 
In it, except the two Lomond Hills. A very strong 
fortress has been on the top of it, fortified round 
jts summit by strong ramparts and entrenchments* 
The ramparts around the top are principally of 
^tone, and have been originally veiy strong, form* 
iag a parallelog^m, a 4ittle Tounded at the comers, 
of about M paces, or 182 feet long, by about 80 
feet broad, at an aven^ge. 

There has also been a weU on the south-east 
<omer^ and though previously considerably filled 
•i|ip, yet it was still of such considerable depth as 
4o drown a cow lately in it ; from which drcum^ 
stance, and to prevent the like accidents for the 
future, it is now complete^ filled up with stones* 
In this early period, this fortsess ^ould be utterly 
impregnaUbe, as it was also strongly fqrtifi^ i« 
^very place where it was iiccessible on the asides of 
^ hill. In f dl ^ght of this, ^i a hollow to the east* 
w^, and a little south from t)ie m?ixisc of Griecb^ 
there were, ^h six ye^rs ago, two veiy ande^ 
«mall curdes of sipnes, the one within the othec^ 
<m: t^o concentric drdes conni^ted, discovered and 
4escribed by the SLe|irerend Alexander Lawson^ 
imnister, Criech. 
. A OMre particular account of these will be {qwol^ 
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in the Edinburgh Magazine for December 1 8 llf, p* 
423. However, as some of my readers may never 
have had an opportunity of seeing the account refer* 
red to, I shall take a cursory view of it in passing, 
especially as I told the reverend gentleman, thatj 
if I did insert the account of it in this \n^ork, I 
might also at same time take the liberty, in giving 
my opinion about it, to differ a little from the one 
there given. The larger circle consists of S2 stones j 
all free stone, at an average about a foot long, and 
not a foot elevated above the ground, all close 
beside each other^ so that they are touching one 
another, having four larger stones, about a foot 
and a half high, exactly toward the four cardinal 
points, east, south, west, and north. 

The iimer or lesser" circle consists of 16 stones, 
placed the same way as the outer one, and much 
&bout the same dimensions ; having a round stone 
elevated about a foot exactly in the centre, and a 
pretty broad flag also of free stone, directly on the 
-south side of this, and so contiguous that it is 
touching it, having a number of hieroglyphics cut 
out on the surface, and a number of human bones 
found under it. All these were found about three 
feet below the surface of the earth, in a dry ground, 
where the stones could not be supposed to sink 
much down. Now, the Druids* temples were gene- 
rally, if not always, composed of 7, 9, or io large 
^one^ standing upright, and a little distant from 
pne another. 

T)n§ then Is accurately and ingeniously d^cril^ 
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€d there as a Druid^s temple ; but to this I cannot 
give my assent } but rather, in my humble opinion^ 
it has been the cemetery or place where the High 
Priest or Afch-Druid has been buried, as the bonet 
found under the flag stone seem to evince. The 
hieroglyphics cut on the surface, though a little 
rude, yet seeming in general to be pretty well exe- 
cuted, are fir^t a pair of seemingly wooden shoes 
dose together, obviously intended as emblematical 
of the shoes fae^faad worn, or might be supposed, in 
these rude times, to need in the other world. There 
is also a dish cut put pretty naturally, in which he^ 
^hen alive, had used either to drinic iir, or to eat 
his victuals out of,^much resembling what is called 
in the country ** a twa lugged cap ;^* and was 
often found in country and farm-houses, till about 
thirty years ago, having broad triangular comers 
merging from the sides, and opposite tooheaa* 
other, for holding it by. I have seen one of these 
above a hundred years old. There is also a square 
flask or vessel for carryiig either liquids or victuals 
ki, with a loop cut out on the top for suspending 
it by a string thrust through the hole. 

The rest of the hieroglyphics are all circular ; the 
ring of Odin is distinguished by a cross passing 
through its centre j the other ones appear to be re* 
piresentations of the Sun, Moon, and Planets,-— that 
for the Stin seems to be a pretty large circle com- 
plete, — that for the Moon somewhat less, and not 
complete ; but it appears to me to be a represen- 
|ati(m of the state tluu the Moon had been in whea 
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the Arch-Droid had died, or had been Inmedt 
i^andng about a 4th of bang full Moon. Mt 
Lawson, howevfor* ideaerves greait credk for having 
{^reserved these circles ao aocurateiy, not onlf 
irhole and entire, but also m the very identicai 
|K)6ition that eadi atone in these originally oc* 
cupied ; having numbered at! the stones b^ore re* 
moving them, and pladng them in their order ia 
fi clump of planting behind the manse» where they 
now stand, and zxc weU worth a visit from the 
xurious. Having acddentally seen Ur^'a Histoiy 
of Rutherglen and Kilbride, amongst other aitfiqui* 
ties there described, I observed a stoee that he takes 
tiodce of, called the Ck>chodrig«8tone, from Clpcho 
fz Druagh, (signifyk^ the Dnnd^a Stone)^ Now, 
this is exactly the na^ie ^ea to a &rm-towii 
aitus^ midway betwixt the two rocking-atoaes of 
Balvaird and Dron, being nigh equidistant, not a 
tmlefrom either, and, I believe, from its high situaf* 
tion, m sight of both* . The name of the &rm is 
Clochoridg-stone, or mocsi^ttlgarly the C^ochorit* 
stone, which name it has obviously derived from 
these stones ; which plainly points out thgt tbes« 
had been sacred to the Druids, and had been, if 
not placed in the positimis they now occupy, yft 
used by th^e Druids to impose upon the ignorant 
people, and make them believe in their supematwai 
powers. The one Cfa Dron Hill, i believe, though 
not so large as the other,- yet still vibrates a little ^ 
and the mher, though about 10 or 112 ton w^i^r^- 
and much Jn shape of a huge frog» sitting on IM 
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Mnderpdm,and aboiitttf make a leiapy-^with a Ktttt 
trouble 0wo hours work of a man), would cohtincte 
to vibrate dr rock again* It is also further woithy 
6f remark, that the littfe Hght blue bird called the 
Stoiie^chatterer, from its deligfatiBg to be amongst^ 
aiid buildifig its nest und6r stones,-— or the Whiter 
ear, from the sides of its head or round its eyes being 
white— ^has also the name of the Clochdridgei 
et metre vulgarly tht Clocfaorit, obviously from 
Clocho>a Druagh, dr the Drmd^^ Stone, from hM 
having actually binh its nest under these very 
Druids' Stones; ; being well adapted for the put** 
|>dse^ being open all around esccept at the point of 
iCdntact wkh the ^oae bdow^ on which they rest* 
There wduld have been no propriety in givihg it 
f Us n;une, if it had not been from this very cir# 
cumstance. 

A little north from the Manse of Criech^^n die 
top of a conical hill, called from it$ verdant sidet 
the^Greenhill, there has also been a stroi^ Roi* 
man fortress, strongly fortified with stone ramparts 
round the t(^ and sides^ and also the appearam^e 
of a welL About 200 yards farther norths amcnig 
the arable land, and nigh the side of tl^ old road 
leiiding west from the ferry at Dundee, th^ vestiges 
of another one are yet piamly visible^ measurihg 
alK»k 1^6 fe^t rounds idiis is also ditoctly locking 
too thi& faoUdw pass bmirixt two conical hills. 

Aborut other 200 yards fiurther norths and on 
the other side of the old road from Dundee, an« 
Other one appears ^ this is called the iiundred 
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Headed Know^ from the tradition that a hundred, 
decapitated headjs lie buried in it. The Reverend 
and learned Doctor, in the south-east comer of 
v^hose parish it stands, has suggested the idea, that 
the origin of this name may have been mistaken 
for the Hundredth Knoll or Eminence, having 
its top crowned or headed with one of these Ro« 
man forts j as very probably these had been all 
numbered, and this was the hundredth in number. 
However, he is fully resolved to make the trial, to 
see and find any of these evidences of its origin ; or,. 
if not found, we may warrantably conclude the 
other cause assigned to be the real origin of its 
name. About a gun-shot west from this, there 
has lately been a large flat calm or cemetery parti/ 
opened, and several Roman urns found in it, two 
of which I saw ; and, though considerably less than 
those in general found, yet they are undoubtedly 
Roman ; and, though of coarse manufacture and 
sculpture, being only done with the nail of the 
thumb, yet they are of the same materials with the 
other Roman urns. When the other half of the 
cairn is opened, it is hoped more of these will be 
found, as this seems to have been, the cemetery for 
the fort on Greenhill, and the other two on the 
old road, near this, directly looking down upon 
fhe Earn, and the wood of Flisk and Bu-khill, or 
Corbie, the only remains now of the ahcient wood 
of Black Eamside, extending formerly about nine 
miles in length, from ^Newburgh to Balmerino^ 
ind having an andentabbey at each end, lindorea 
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«i the west, and Balmurenach, or as^t was ancient- 
ly called in the Popish Chronicles^ Habitaeulum ad 
Mare^ on the east. About this hst mentioned 
place^ there was lately found a smaH silver coin of 
Tiberius Nero, in very good preservation, which also 
I had a sight o£ A little west from the Hundredth 

. Headed Know, there are alsa very full and conn 
spicuous vestiges of another Roman fort or fortress 
on the top of Drunmod Hill, for guarding the road ^ 
on the south to Dundee Ferry from Edinburgh^ 
and also a road going dowa on the north side 
towards the west* 

Norman's Law, by its height, was well catcu^ 
lated for holding conmumicatton by signals with 
those h%h ones on the west, the Black Cairn 
and Greenside Hill, and also Bein's Law and 
Craig of Pittenbroigh to the south-west, and they 
again with those on the tower ridge, and in 
the hollow passes. There is also another beau^ 
tiful fort, that rises high, with a fine conical top, t^ 

' the south of this, near wheve the pass divides into 
three, the one going west by Ccdlamey, another 
by Parbroath, and also another north by Luthrie» 
This one I understand is near Carphin ; and from 
which the name of that house near it takes its 
name (Caer-phin). This is finely seen from the 
BlackCaim ; and is also adapted, from ita elevated 
situation, for communicatmg with those to the south* 
east and to the north of Cupar, viz« the Caimeysi, 
having roads passing betwixt each two of these, and 
xonical topped hills near each of them, upon which 
these forts had been built, (viz. Hill Caimey, Myre't 
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Caimey, Lord's Caimty, and Murdo Cumef^') all 
mbkk flhar/as their aames in^porty that fbdre ^ad 
Iweii forts or irtifidal buildings noar^diem* There 
was lately fouiid a Rxmian iirh^ on thstt oiie ahdw 
lyfyret Caiisiejr* There had obTioiisly been a £art 
AQ the top of that high topped hill above Foodie^ and 
^uiother^ the i^ges of which are quite visible on 
Graigibodie Hill^ looldng east to the Guard iBrid^ 
and St Andrem^. To ^ ekst of Nonqan's Xaiv, 
jiktre had also been two Cocts at that elevated Bdge 
ialled theiGahrey. The twphe^e wore v£Ky anoeiiC 
ones. They stood till lately, when they were taken 
down and levelled, when some bdnes and some 
itncieiit UfMcxoSna were rfouod pear them. Thl# 
Ji»s xaioulated for guardlag^ ihat tmpdmnt pa» 
jtolhemirtVby^aughtonandiBirhhiU, and^dthr 
jo isight of Dundee >Fercy« 

This is i^Qw as far east as rhave traced these fi^rts 
. on thisjiortb ridge ; and, indeed, there would not be 
4sp much nefid £»r these any i^rth^^st } as HmT^ 
moMf eveniit fhat pecMHly have joined the Earn ft 
-good way to the weistwardof this, and spreading 
JAtoabr^atiestuary^ an enemy cou|dnot.so ;weK 
crocs k* 

We now come to Gupar in Fife^ a beautifulaad 
jUftcieAt ;i|Qwn in the vate of Eden, and $tan4ing on 
ihekft) bank, of a beautiful rtvern^the saiiienanl^ 
!7his<^ems obyiously tp have been an eaiunent Rop 
mm iUdon^ias tibe large Moat, a little to the ncaih' 
jvrest of tihe town, called the Moat Hill, or cos^ 
iSBn^y caljied ibe i Mute Hill^ and van^i^is andqu^ 
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6c6 that have been fbtmd in die vicinity, abtmdan^ 
]y demonstrate. Tim Moat WXt is unquestion^ 
ably a most stupendous work of Roman antiquity^^ 
though unfortunately a little tnfraiged upon;^ but 
enough still remains to point out its original design^ 
and also to give some idea of the greatness of the 
woiisL It had been (Miginaily erected for guards 
mg die two prindpal roads to the north and nordM 
west of die town^ having had a fort buik upon di^ 
east end of it, on that hq;h eminence looUng dowxi 
on the Lady BiHrn or St Mary's Water, tagoard that 
road leading north and up theade of saidwater,r^ 
and then carried west for sAove two hundred yarcifar; 
m something the form of a crescent, as a gpikdt 
amd stupendous promenade for the garrison sd!:^ 
diers, — till it ended in another fort diat had been 
erected for guardmg the road that had stf that 
period led up by Balgarvie, branchii^ into two a 
Btde above diia ; but it was removed to the west* 
ward about twelve years ago. From this road; 
pas^ng through the middle of it, it had been C2at» 
ried west about other 20a yards, I suppose to be 
m sight of, and also to serve for guarding thatroadl 
from the west, through the hollow o( Fife. About 
400 yards of it still remain, of ccmsiderable eleva« 
don, and iqpon the top of which two people eail 
walk together wkh great ea$e ; and, l»d it all beea 
allowed to remwi endre, it would have served fot^ 
gimg a pretty ccnrect idea or model of the Romaft 
wall betwixt Forth and Clyde, having forts built 
upon it at certain intervals* But unfortunately, not 
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jiupposing it to be Roman, the height on the eaft 
end is a good deal levelled on the top, though 
still standing pretty high ; and the one, if not two, 
m the middle, are entirely levelled, which stood a- 
bout twenty feet high, of a beautiful conical form ;. 
and a good part also of the wall or promenade ii^ 
also levelled. The site of the castle, mgh the east 
end of the town, on a round elevated hill, in the 
angle where two roads entered the town irom the 
east, points itself out as the site of the Roman 
fort for guarding the entrance from that quar^ 
ter ; all which prove that it had been a town of 
considerable eminence even at that early period. 
Cupar boasts of beiqg a town of great antiquity, as 
well it may ; for it seems to have been of greater 
antiquity than we are well aware of, and even to 
have been a town long before the Romans had any 
footing here. Whatever had been its original name, 
it seems plainly to have had its present one confer* 
red upon it by the Romans, consisting of the samq^ 
numbcr,-Hiay, of the identical letters— of which it$ 
present name is made up, only a little transposed, 
Cupra instead of Cupar,— ^ot Cuprum, which sig- 
nifies copper ; and there are no copper mines near 
it, nor any thing of that nature from whence it 
^ould derive this name. Cupra then appears 
plainly to me to have been the name given it by 
the Romans, from a town of that name in Picenum, 
no doubt from the great resemblance they had 
viewed the one as bearing to the od^er, — both 
Jt)eing on the left bank of a beautiful river, witb 
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a lesser atretm running iitt« it, nearly at ri^bt 
anglei, with the principail part of the town built 
m that angle. It ts also something remarkable 
tihat Cupar-in- Angus answers exactly to thiB ,de« 
scripticm, ibeing on the left bank of a beautiful river 
Vfith ?i lesser stream running into it, and the principal 
part of the town built in thajt angle betwixt themi 
t>nly the Isla runs west, and the Eden rums eatf. 
Though Am do not allow the Romans to have had 
any permanent settlement or footing be-^north the 
Tdy, (as nekher ^oes their own historian Tacitus)^ 
yet it IS quite obvious that they have been at 
Cupar in Angus ; as pliunly appears from that re* 
markably large camp yet partly to be seen, thcMjgh 
a good deal de^ed, on tht south-east of that 
lawn, and upcoi the site x>f which a considerable 
fsart of the town has been built % which plainly 
shews that it had been only the middle and north 
jpaat of the town that existed, whoi the Roman$ 
wese in that quarter* The camp is upon a very 
laige scak) co^n^ehendiog no less than eleven 
acnes of ground} and evidently points itself out as 
having been one made by Severus, about the be- 
giniung of the third century, adj^ted for aocomoi 
elating the large army lie took witjh him in hi^ 
Borthem expedition, m which he is said to have 
lost no less than 50,000 men ; askd his expedition 
vi^ of no lasting advantage to him afterward^ 
Though we cannot suppose that the R<Mnans lay so 
long there as to build that town, yet it is pretty ol> 
yious that they had lain so long as to havs ^vea 
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that name to it, either from its supposed . resemi- 
blance to Cupar in Fife, * or to' the town of Cupra 
in Picenum, a province in Italy ; hence the Cupren- 
ses are said to be the men or inhabitants of Cupra. 
It is plain to me, therefore, that both these towns 
liad existed perhaps long before that period, and 
also that the greater part, if not all our towns of 
ancient Gaelic names then existed. Eren Tacitus 
bimself tells us that, after the attack at L6ch-ore» 
or immediately before the great battle of Merate- 
ford, — ^which he intends for the Lomond Hill, 
though he calls it Mons Grampius,-— ^^ the natives 
^^ conveyed their women and children into the 
** towns/* is places of greater safety. Now, this 
plainly shews that there certainly had been towns ; 
neither are we to suppose that these had been ^ 
very few in number as that they \tr0uld need to 
carry their families 12 or 20 miles, but raither tbat 
they were in the immediate neighbourhood. Now^ 
it is quite plain to me that the towns, such as Kin* 
TOSS, Strathitiiglo, Auchtermuchty, Abemethy, 
and Falkland, all existed at that period; and tt 
was no doubt to those towns that the natives car« 
lied their wives and children, to be odt of the line 
of march of the Roman army.^ We will also see 
in the sequel that the Caledonians and northern 
Picts burnt, or sacrificed, an ancient ir/Vy, rather thaa 
allow the Romans to take possession of, and fortify 
it, immediately before the next battle^ or the battle 
of the Stormont ; just as the Rus^ans sacrificed 
their ancient capital Moscow, rather than alloi^ 
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Buonaparte to have 'shelter, or to winter in it. 
Thus, I am clearly of opinion that we have too 
easily surrendered the antiquity of our nation to 
various English authors, our antagonists, or those 
that have made a point of denuding us of that, 
honour as a nation, merely from vague conjecture,, 
or unfounded opinions of their own brain. Neither 
do I assent to the generally received, but not well 
supported opinion^ that our ancestors were such 
rude and barbarous, and even naked savages, as 
Cassar pretends that they were, when he first land- 
ol in Britain. If they were so, it is quite obvious 
that they had made very great proficiency in im- 
provement and civilization, in little more than 100 
years from the time he landed^ to the time this 
battle was fought with Agricola ; when these pre* 
tended savages, or rude barbarians, were able to 
bring into the field such warlike armed chariots, 
(the very sight of which even daunted the Ro« 
mans themselves, by their own confession), and 
from such quarters as the Romans had never pre- 
viously penetrated, nor do I believe ever did after- 
wards. If the Caledonians possessed cities and 
towns, and the country apparently so well, at least 
so generally cultivated, and so much traversed at 
that early period, as appears by the roads, some 
of which, where the Romans built their forts, are 
even at this day very seldom trodden by the foot of 
roan } we can by ho means suppose them to be, or 
to acquiesce in the opinion that they were, such 
barbarous naked savages as they are given. out to 
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be. If ever they were so, it had been at a £aur 
more early period than that we allude to. It is not 
kn|;m>bable that Caesar may have given them the 
epithet of naked savages, on account of the kilts 
they wore, which exposed their knees. But this 
is no proof of their barbarity ; for the epithet may 
etill be af^cable to our modern Highlanders, in 
to far as the kilt is concerned. It is, however, 
worth d>serving, diat the ancient farm, contiguous 
to where the great battle of Merakford commenced, 
called the Bonnety or Bannety, obviously takes its 
name from a beautiful round hill, just immediate- 
ly above it, having very much the appearance, 
cspectally on the east side, of a bonnet that was 
dll lately generally worn on the head, and k even 
yet used in the country amongst some dderly 
peopk ; and a very decent, becoming, and warm 
covoing it is. Now, it is pretty clear that this 
fitrm had received its name, at a very early period, 
firom this circumstance } and it may be inferred from 
Ak, that these bonnets had been used in these 
early times, and feithfiiUy retained their name, even 
to thk late period, without the least alteraticm. So^ 
It seems, our ancestors, long before the entrance of 
the Romans, had at least their heads covered, 
which is usually the last part of the body that 
would be covered by a savage, or those little re* 
moved from a state of nature. The kilt," which 
comes from the word Celt, and the plaid also, boast 
g>{ as great antiquity as the Roman Toga. 

There k alio a round hiH just above the town of 
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Dundee, called the Bonnet Hill, from its resell* 
blance to this covering of the head j which name it 
has retained from time immemoriaL It is very re* 
markable diat, on the farm of Bonnety, there is a 
field contiguous to where the battle commenced, and 
where the cairn stood, that still retains the name 
of the Romantie, and also a well called the Ro* 
mantie well; so that it is quite obvious that this 
name had been given to the field by the possessor 
or proprietor of the farm at that early period, from 
the circumstance of the Romans being in that place, 
or fighting that battle; and, what is s(^tnething 
still more astonishing than the name of a £airm, is 
that it has been so faithfully kept up to this day^ 
It also serves to prove that the usual name the 
natives had then given to the Romans had been 
that of the Romantics. This circumstance I only 
learned very lately, and it struck me considerably. 
That their intercourse with the Romans would 
no doubt have a tendency to civilize or improve 
our ancestors, is readily admitted, but by no means 
to such a degree as is often conceded ; or that they 
kui been previously in such a very rude state, as is 
generally supposed. We must make an allowance 
for that overweening conceit which the Romans 
had of themselves as a nation j and we must also 
remember that they spoke contemptuously of all 
other nations who were not under their protection, 
or connected with them, calling them barbariansn 
in whatever state of improvement or cultivation 
tiiey were, Qur anc^tors, even at that early period 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



246 ACCOUNT OF ROllAK ANTIQUITIEi* 

of improvement, were certainly poorly accommo'- 
dated indeed, if they were not able to compete with 
the Romany in constructifig such humble dwellings^ 
as the latter seem to have been satisfied with both 
at Orea and Lindum ; and more particularly m the 
small forts that the soldiers would be stationed in, 
apparently aflFording but very poor and uncomforta- 
ble accommodation, and rendered still more so, 
by their being placed in general on the tops of hills 
or eminences ; and also by the nature of these build- 
ings, and the materials of which they were com- 
posed, beiog by no means impervious to the high 
blasts of wind and cold that would assail them from 
every quarter, in these exposed situations, especially 
in the winter seasons. These forts appear, in ge- 
neral, to have been only built of turf and stone, or 
even with stones entirely, without any lime or other 
cement, except dry moss ; and even though lined 
with canvass or matting within, and also covered 
with the same kind of covering or painted cloth| 
could only aflFord at best very cold and uncom-* 
fortable habitations. This tends to set forth, in the 
most striking light, the madness, of their ambition 
for conquest; wheti they were cofatent to relinquish 
their beautiful and fertile shores, and their warm 
and genial climate, and submit to all these priva- 
tions in our comparatively cold and inhospii&ble 
country, not to speak of the- immense trouble and 
expence incurred in securing these conquests. 

We now return, after this digression, to still fur* 
ther researches after these Roman forts. -^ Passing 
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over from Cupar to the other dde of the vale of 
Eden, that beautiful high peaked hill on the south* 
west, above Wemyss Hall House, near Scots 
Tarbet, on which there is the vestige of a fort, 
seems obviously to have been used by the Ro- 
mans for keeping up the line of co^lmunication 
with the forts to the northward of Cupar ; and those 
towards the south and east, such as that at Cars- 
kerdo, to the south of Ceres, as its name imports 
(Caer-skerdo). There has evidently been one, if 
not two, a good way east at Chesters, near Cam- 
bee, as its name also imports ; this being near, or in 
sight of the East Neuk of Fife, would be the last or 
^astmost in the whole chain of forts. 

This Scots Tarbet has been a watch-tower from 
time immemorial, and is still standing. It is a 
large square tower in pretty good repair, with a 
small house on the top ; and probably may have 
been a fortress in the time of the Romans, though 
evidently modernized, as the great road from Cupar 
to Edinburgh was wont to go betwixt and the fore- 
mentioned hill above Wemyss Hall. The foun- 
dations of another fort are distinctly visible on the 
top of Scots Tarbet hill, amongst a clump of trees. 
A little down, and east from this, there were lately 
found thirty Roman urns placed in a circle, with 
one in the centre, having a broad flagstone cover- 
ing it. But whether these contained the burnt 
bones and ashes of those that had fallen in a battle 
that had been fought in the neighbourhood, or o£ 
those that had presided in the fgrt^, i^difl^cuk to de^ 
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teraWDc, but most probably the formcn About 
three miks east, oh the top of a pretty high emin* 
cnce, nigh two miles east from Ceres, called DnHft* 
carro Craig,— or raiber Drundcamo, sigmfyiag the 
ridge of the Catirn,— thete had bem also ai fort dtere, 
as its name imports} and the fbusfbtions of it 
are distinctly TisibFe* In the vicinity of this^ die 
Roman eagle was lately fbond, thoogfa 3 little xmi« 
tilated, yef having the appearance as if it bad 
been once fixed on the top of a spear. This m- 
telligence I lately received {rom a gentleman of 
great respectability in the ndghboarhood (Colonel 
Wemyss). Near this, a thin silver breast'plate, or 
an ornament for the breast, was likewise found ^ 
also some stone coffins and urns were discovered 
near to this, and in different places round about 
Ceres. 

This village appears to be very ancient, and to 
have .also derived its present name from the Ro- 
mans, from the form in which it had been original- 
ly built, having much the appearance of a Cornu- 
copiae, on the right bank of a considerable stream, 
being naitow at the north end, but widening gra- 
dually toward the south, keeping the bend of the 
water, and when nigh the south end, approaching 
nearer the stream, and enlarging i& breadth all at 
once like a comucopiae or horn of plenty j and from 
this circumstance,' the name of Ceres, the goddess 
of corn or plenty, had been given it ; which name it 
has faithfully retained without any alteratbn. A little 
to the westward of Scots Tarbet, on the side of the 
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Walton hill, and in the parish of Cults, a great 
battle was fought, supposed by some to have been 
a Roman battle ; and it is pretty obvious that it 
was so, from the vestiges of a Roman camp still 
visible, and the great entrenchments cast up, which 
have never yet been nearly filled up. It is obvi- 
ous, it must have been at a very early period, be- 
fore the parish of Cults had received its name, which 
IS evidently derived from this battle ; as Cults, in the 
ancient Gaelic, signifies battle, and the kirk stands 
nearly a mile to the westward* It is^aid that it was 
from the circumstance of finding some of the large 
bones of those who had fallen in this battle, when 
.enclosing a clump of planting, that first suggested 
the idea, to the old Earl of Crawford, of building 
his tomb there, ** that he might see what sort of 
*' fellows these had been, in the morning of the re- 
** surrection.** But, ah ! he will find matters of 
infinitely greater importance to engross his whole 
attention, m that awfully important and eventftU 
morning, than to attend to such trivial afiairs. 

About a mile west of this, and south from Bum- 
turk, a very conspicuous fort, standing on an emi- 
nence, is seen at a great distance* To the north west 
of this, and on the opposite side of the vale of ^den» 
there behoved to have been two forts at least, to 
guard that important pass at Ludofern or Lindiflfe- 
ran ; and north from the old house of Femey, where 
another great battle had been fought, I think be- 
tween the Anglo Saxons and the king of the Picts. 
1 have only to observe, further, as to Fife, that there 
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was one of thi great Roman roads that run cafC 
across the south part of it, branching oflF from the 
great road from the south, past another- town called 
Pitlochie, which, I conjecture, must have some con- 
nexion with the Roman roads, as to its origin ; as there 
are two towns of that name in the midst of the grea,t 
scene of their operaticms in the vale of E/len. The 
vestiges of this road are stiU %o be seen in differei^t 
plaqes, leading ea3t in (he direction pf I4ndum^ 



CHAP. VIII. 



j(n Account of the she of several Roman Forts r^ 
cently discovered in fife and Strathearn^ wHb 
their names, ^c. to the westward of the line of the 
great North Road to the CafitaU 

I SHALL now proceed to take a short view of the 
western chain or line of forts. It is pretty obvious 
that, towards the west of Stirling, the large mosses 
jying on the north banks of the Forth, and extend- 
ing a far way west, had all been once overflown 
with water, and, perhaps, even at this very time, as 
appears from anchors and small boats that are some- 
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times found beneath the deep bed of moss^— which 
is eight feet deep in general — ^amoog the cla)^ after 
being cleared away, which is fast accomplishing by 
the spirited proprietor of filair Drummond, and 
rapidly filling with families settling there from the 
north. This line, for a great way, would need very 
Kttle guarding from the Romans, — nature doing thia 
for them. However, there seems to have been a 
fort a considerable way up, near the head of the 
Forth, at Cardross, as its name imports (Caerdross,) 
or, I suppose, Caer*ro8s, the fort of the promon-^ 
tory. Another famous one, as is generally agreed^ 
had been at Keir, to guard the pass by Stirling, de- 
viating only a little from its original name Caer*. 
There would, no doubt, be another one on the op« 
posite dde of the pass ; especially as the town of 
Alauna was in the vicinity, and would need to be 
well protected. The Ochill hills rising very lofty 
towards the south, and there being but few passes 
through them, would require but very few forts. 
Only Gleneagles would need to be fortified, and ' 
another one east, near Dunning, leading south to- 
wards Glen Devon, which also would need to be for- 
tified, on both the south and north passes. These 
heights, running east in a line with the camps at; 
Ardoch and Strageth, on the north* banks of the 
Earn, seemed all to have been fortified or guarded ;: 
pne at InnerpeflFery ; one near the Bridge of Kin* 
kell i another east at Law Hill, as its name seems 
to import, to guard a ford of the Earn a little to the 
south. About two miles farther eastward, there 
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seem to have been two to guard the passage at the 

Bridgrof Dalreoch, one at the Woodhead of Keir 

or Caer (only a different way of pronouncing 

it)« A little further east, and along the heights, 

ihere seem to have been severak at the three farms 

of the Caimeys, as their names would signify, 

particularly at the ea^em hrm of Catmey, to 

guard the pass to the bridge, or the ford th^ at 

Forteviot, This famous fort, whose site or §o\m* 

dation is yet distinctly visible, though a good part 

of it is ruti aM'ay by the water of May, stands a 

little south from the present bridge 6f that name ^ 

but I suppose there was only a ford and a boat for 

conveying over passengers at that period, no less 

than three public roads meeting at it ; so that it 

would be a most important fort. About little more 

than a mile east from this, or half a mile east of 

Duplin, there behoved undoubtedly to have been 

' two forts to guard that pass up from a ford, and . 

the Boat of Forgan, leading up by the kirk of 

Aberdalgie. Little more than a mile further east, 

that eminence situated to the east, and up from the 

Kirkton of Mailor, which is now planted, points 

itself out as being the site of another one, both ta 

guard a ford in the Earn south from this, and ako. 

the road or pass from the west by the old castle of 

Mailor to Perth. It would also have a view of the 

great road leading from the Bridge of Earn j but 

another fort would require to be still nearer, either 

about where Upper Hilton House now is, or upon 

those heights above Craigend, as well as axK)tber 
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tm the east side of the great pass about the etid of 
Moncrieff hill. Another one would require to be 
north at St Magdalene*, in full view of Perth, tcy 
gu^rd a pass through those high grounds. Twa 
more would also be requisite near to where the 
Frtartown toll now is, or rather the height at Up* 
per Friartown,— one upon the heights to the west,, 
and another down below the road nearer the Tay,— » 
for the protection of the town of Victoria. Another 
one would need to have been a little east from 
the town, opposite the west end of the hill of Kin- 
iioul, at Orchardnuick, or Grange, to guard the 
passage of the Tay,— for the defence or protection 
of Victoria on the east ; these two last being the 
only ones touching the river Tay, none would need, 
to be any farther east, as the Carse or Sidlaw hill^, 
lind the river Tay running past the south base of 
these, would be protection enough, especially as 
the Earn and the hills to the south were so welt 
guarded. This last station seems evidently to have 
been the farthest north line of forts, and clearly 
shews that the Romans never had any establish- 
ment north of this line. A Roman fort has also 
been on the top of Moncrieff or Moredun hill, with 
ramparts, enclosing a considerable space of ground, 
and also a small lake, now a morass. Another one 
would unquestionably be requisite about the east 
end of the Hill of MoncrieflF, somewhere about the 
rising ground south west from the Castle of Elcho, 
in order to keep up the line of communication with 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



^4r ilCeOUKT or ROMAIT ANTIQUITl£d» 

the fort at Carpow, and those on the hills to the 
south and east. 

« In crossing over, however^ we meet with two 
towns of the name of Cairney, Upper and Lower, 
now on the left bank of the Tay, and in the Carse 
of Gowrie ; but at that early period they had ob« 
yiously been on the very narrowest place of the 
neck or isthmus; and forts had been erected at 
them, as then* names evidently import, for guarding 
the entrance into the peninsula* This is again an- 
other strong proof that the Tay has changed its 
original channel. Two large upright stones^ stand- 
ing a little to the north of these, on the then very 
neck of the isthmus, not above two miles in breadth, 
toear the house of Pitfour, obviously point then^ 
selves out as of Roman antiquity ; and had been 
erected to point out that this had beeti the very 
northernmost place to which their boundaries ex- 
tended ; the Tay then running a little to the north 
of this, behind the kirk of St Madoes, and those 
erected on the right bank, and then crossing over 
ihe narrow neck of the isthmus, not above two miles 
jn breadth, and the line passing over the Earn to 
the fort at Carpow, plainly shewed, that they had 
disclaimed any right to the peninsula, now the 
Carse of Gowrie, There are also two upright stones 
standing on the side of the road, about thirty miles 
beyond Ayr, betwixt Girvan and Ballantrae, about 
eight miles beyond the former, and four from the 
latter place. These stones obviously appear to have 
been erected by Agricola, as the ne plus ultra of 
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his conquests in that quarter, during his fifth cam-* 
paign ; and those at Pitfour, as the utmost extent 
of his conquests, or even of the Roman boundaries^ 
to the north, as the fruit of his victory at Merals«^ 
ford. 

This fort to the east of the Hill of Moncrieff 
^vould complete the whole line of communication^ 
or chain of forts, all the way from the Grampiaa 
Mountains, near the head of the Forth> and along 
through the north of Stratheam^ and crossing it 
obliquely at the east end of Lower Strathearn, — then 
tunning along the hills on the north of Fife,— then 
crossing it in an oblique manner, and carried all 
the* way to the east neuck of Fife, to the mouth of 
the Frith of Forth, 

The bridge across the Eatn, iabout five miles 
south from Perth, has the marks of great antiquity. 
It is a fine building, and seems to have been built 
about this period, or perhaps before ; as the Pictst 
Were good architects, — witness the Round Tower at 
Abemethy, &c.— K)r perhaps it was built soon after* 
wards by the Romans. The most early date that 
can be found respecting it, is that it was repaired 
sometime in the eleventh century. Now^ it is quite 
natural to suppose that it would have lasted a long 
lime, after building, before it needed any repairs; 
and it as also quite obvious, upon the slightest in^- 
spection, that the river had run a considerable way 
farther south, and nearer the kirk and manse, a 
little to the westward, as ,the arches have been built 
to receive it, which had come directly by the foot of 
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the steep bank to the westward of it. But now its 
course is so far altered to the north, that an addi* 
tiona) arch had to be added to the north end of 
the bridge in 17S2 ; and now it enters in a ver^ 
oblique manner. I am glad^ however, to hear that 
it 18 still to be allowed to stand, even after the new 
one is finished to supply its place, which there is 
every appearance will soon be. 

About , two miles south east from Forteviot or 
Fortevioth, there would no doubt be another fort 
on the heights near Forgandenny, to guard the road 
to and from the passage*boat and ford. There 
would be another a little farther east on that cout 
spicuous height called Dunbulg ; which name seemp 
to imply that there had been some building on 
that hiU. This hei^t divides Upper from Lower 
Stratheam, and commands a view of them both. 
Th^e is also the foundation of a very conspicuous 
one yet standing on the top of the hill of Dron, a 
little south from the Church of Dron, having a full 
command of the road from Perth, all the way 
through Stratheam. There would also be another 
fort a little north, and down on the Quarrelbeads 
of Dron, to guard a hill-road or pass to the south- 
• ward, which brings us agsun to the great road or 
t)ass up the Weets of Baigly, oif which I took 
notice before; and this connects the chain of forts 
pn the south of Stratheam : Only I then omitted to 
observe that, besides the two large forfs built at 
the south or head of that pass called Filday Law 
and Lusty Law, there appears to have been a lesser 
3 
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OM abdtif thi ttnddlt of that strait pasf^, called 
Lif tte FiM&y, Aear the fsrm-steading of that name, 
afid from Tt^heHc^ it h&d obviously derived its name $ 
the othef farm nefar the larger Law being called 
Mi^ikle Filday, oft aecount of the law, as well as 
Ih6 fort built on it,— both being of a far lai'ger tize. 
N^ar this farm of little Filday^ the rocking -stone 
of Df on is situated, a little West from the old road. 
Thef e is only one psiss farther west that requhres to 
be noticed ; and that is the one up the Water of 
Miy, South from Forteviot ; this would undoubted-^ 
hf be giiafded by two forts, either at, or a little 
above, the house of Invermay* 

A little above the mouth of this pass, on the 
light bank of the May, and near the sbm-ce of the 
Farg, or rather Argie, near the village of Ardargie, 
(signifying the height or eminence of the Argic), 
there is yet a beautiful Roman Camp in excellent 
fire^rvation, though I have never yet got this vislt-^ 
«d, ^ as to be able to give any particular description 
of it, which I intend soon ta do, if health permit. 
As to the large building amongst the hills south of 
this?, formerly noticed, I am now rather incKncd ta 
thiiik these very extensive ruins to have been a very 
^tong and extensive Roman fortress, as it stands on 
the west side of the prindpal, if not the only toad 
leading south from the pass, tip the Water of May, in- 
to the heart of the country of the Vennicontes. Thist 
^eems to have been up<^ a very extraordinary and 
extensive state, and appears to have been the re« 
•fdedce of some of the principal Romans. It if 
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highly probable, that then: treasures for paying thtf 
troops, and other valuables, had been kept here^ 
bdng more safe, by being in so inaccessible a 
place, and likewise well guarded on the north, both 
by the forts at the Caimeys, on the opposite banks 
of the Earn, and also by Fort-tavacht (as it wa9 
wont to be anciently spelled), on this side^ This^ 
then, may account for the tradition formerly men* 
tioned. The camp below, at Ardargie, appears 
obviously to have been Castra Stativa^ a standing' 
camp, not only for supplying the garrisons with 
soldiers, &c. but also situate in the mouth of the 
gorge or pass leading up to this, for further pro<« 
tection or security to it. I am told that several 
miles of dry stone dykes or fences have been 
already built out of Ae ruins, and the stone* 
are not near exhausted. It is also very remark-^ 
able that, as these ruins, are still called by the 
name of Caimey Venn or Vane, it behoved to have 
had some connexion with, or to have been named 
from, the country to the south of it. There is also 
another farm town, near the south-east comer of 
Loch Leven, still called the Vson or Vane, with vary 
little alteration, indeed, from its original name, 
Venn ; and there is also a town with two upright 
stones yet standing near it, on the north*east comer 
of said loch, near the heart of the country, still called 
by the name of Connitie ; formerly there were two 
houses, but now only one of that name, whkh had 
been styled the Connities, or Contes, wifh very little 
alteration from the original. These names ^n speak 
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ftir themselves, and tend to set fia'di, in die most 
striking point of view, the antiquity isven of our 
£urm towns, besi^ the lai^e^ towns aiid villages, in 
spite of all dppositkm, or whatever may be said to 
the contrary. 

These two upHght stcines^^are (^vioosly bf very 

great antsfoity, and plainly indicate thfU there had 

been some Very public and solemn oransactiDn enter* 

ed into^'-^very prot^bly betwixt the Romans under 

Agrkola*8 sutccssor, and the King 6f the Plots, id 

their return north, and after the recal of Agricola,^-* 

intimating that they were solemnly to observe the 

various ahides of agreement previously entered into 

at the peace, after the battle } and of which peace, the 

two Dunipaces had been erected on the Baraway af 

a lasting memorial, as fdrm^rljr noticed. So I ami 

fully convinced that these stones had been erected 

by Sallustius Luctdlus and tl^ King of the Pictd^ 

and called the Contes,— contracted pro ConUsUt^ 

joint witnestses j from the verb eonteitdry to invoke 

or callto wimess,-^namely, he would dll the Godsf 

to witness, in erecting them, that he would religcw 

busly observe every article of the treaty of peace 

or agreement formerly entered into ^th his pre<^ 

decessOF. These stones, then, not Only give xistaA 

t6 the little farm beside them called the Conitie^ 

which formerly consisted of two^, called the Coni^ 

ties or Contes, but also to the whole province of 

idikre called the county of the Vennicontes. Very 

fortunately, these two stones are still standing, (and^ 

(hope they will now be allowed to stand «is long a# 

R 2 
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lime lasts) on a fi^ttj cmi^icttoas sitimdfl^ a little 
north from die road from Kinross, aloi^; the north 
aUe of dielocfa, and nearlf . opposde to the east 
end of it I suf^xne Loch Leren abo takes ic» 
original name from some part of this word^ beings 
cadled the Loch in the county of the Yeaa^s ; thia 
tfyvioudy, agnn, from the old ibitisb woiA Feno^ 
s^iifyiog marshes or mosasses, m there are a 
great many mosste and moraases m this county* 
Hence the Conitfe Myre on the north east of the 
loch, now drained* is frimolis for bearing com^ 
The moss of Port Moak, on the east end of the bdi^ 
iimous for pe^j Brackly moss, on the south 
west side of k, the aame, &c« beskie a large space 
of grooad below iks out-let of the bch, and & 
liole ea^ from the bxm.i^ the Venn» of exoslkait 
groundy but so mirdiy* by the Leven often oyer- 
flomng i^ that it may literally be called the Fena» 
and from which diat (arm obvkMisly seeiM to haire 
derived its name} bu^ it ooukl be easily dnun« 
edy if the out-let c^ the loch were deepened a 
little, 

A little BKNre than a mile to the south west o£ 
the town of Kinross, there ws^ lately a Roman urm 
dug up (but it was unfortunately brok^ in takifl^ 
it oat) upon the farm of Cassie-gour ; but the fort 
seems to have been on that of Cowcaimie, as ita 
name imports. This pkonly points out that thera 
bad also beoi a Roimn fort or stati<m about that- 
place, to guard two passes to the south, one direcdy 
south towards Dunformline^ through the Qlkdk, 
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Hflk; the oilier to tfae louth east by the end of the 
bill behind Hair- Adam. A fragment of Ms am I 
lately saw ; and it appears to be of the rery sane 
materials with thme hi my possessioo. Tliese» ap« 
on a more minute in^cdon, do not appear to be 
of chy, as is generally supposed, Inii rather of 
whin stone, or green stone, pouikkd or grinded 
down very small, with only a thin coatmg oS somo 
eement, the colour of clay, on the outside* The 
middle of. these, when fractured, appears of a blue 
metallic lustre, not yielding to the knife; and I 
easily perceive some small nodules of felspar a^ 
mongst it; besides, it is always of a hard grkty 
substance, none of which qualities are peculiar to 
clay. As the present road from Kinross to the 
C^eensferry was only made some time last century, 
as formerly noticed, so this great thoroughfiure 
would not need to be guarded ; especially as, accor« 
ding to tradition, as we)l as by observation confirm-* 
ing it, the outlet of Loch Leven was at an early 
period to the west, as yet appears by the various 
hollow windings the water had taken among the 
moss ; and the Gaslic nsunes near the outlet, known 
to the best Gaelic scholars, all seem to confirm 
this, and that it had gone down by the west end of 
Binnartie Hill, running through Loch Ore, which 
is now also dramed, and the water of Leven now 
issuing from the east end at die Gullet Bridge, a« 
cross which the old road passed. It was certainly 
the most level, straightest, and nearest line of 
road ; and must ultimately be yet resorted to, €$pe* 
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eially as the fierry is iKHJtr established l^etwbtt NeWf 
hawn and Burntisland , and several miles of the 
road are already made north from BQrntisland, and 
also a good many miles made up the Farg^ and 
to the south of the old Castle of Balvaird, on 
the north end of this projected road, apd direct- 
ly in the same line of the old road, or nether 
considerably nearer. If^ then, the proprietors of 
the groimds about Auchtertool, Auchterderran, 
and Lochgellie, and those coal countries, would 
shew any spirit in making part of the roads next 
to themselves, which would ultimately doubly re-r 
pay them, — and also give some encouragement tq 
the public to assist them* in bringing the line of 
road that way^^—it would be of great advantage } as 
this is by hr the worst place in all Fife for roads, 
as well as the least improved, as necessarily it must 
be, — good ix>ads being amcmg the first ^d bes^ 
improvements in any country. 
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CHAP. IX. 



The furthtr March tf the Rtmans to the North ; 
also an Account of their various Camps^ and of 
the Battle of the Stormont or Buzzard Dykes. 

It is now full dme for me to attend to the march 
of the Romans a little further. They would pass 
close by the base of the hill, on which the aerial 
mansion of the Pictish king was built, from which 
there would be a fiiU view of their army in marching 
past, and also all theur way through Stradieam, till 
they were near Perth. They seem to have march* 
ed straight down towards the farm of Carey, stand-- 
ing near a curve of the Earn, then turning a little 
to the left, towards the water of Farg,* where they 
seemed to have crossed it a litde west of Culfargie 
House, near or about where the oil mill now stands 



* Or rather the Argie» the aoif j contentioua stream, 89 
its name importsi as appears from all the names of placet 
connected with it ; Ard«Argte» the height or highest emi* 
nence of the Argie, a village near which the Argie takes its 
rise among the hills : Aber«Ar^ie» the mouth or outlet, 
from its confinement^ a village, where the Argie opens inta 
tite plain : Cidfargie, or rather Cnlargie, the loot or bottom 
of the Argie, an ancient house, near which it empties itself 
into the Earn s all whi^ 8|h9nd;intlf shiew it to have been 
darned originally the Argict 
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for crushing lintseed. A few hundred yards to the 
westward of this, we still have remaining one of the 
roads that they had m^de at ttji^ very time j though it 
cannot properly be called a paved one, as most of 
their old roads are, because there were no stones to 
be got j^ny way n^r at h^nd tP hj U with, ^>e»g Ml 
thrQug|i a wet jclay 5oiU They bad rwe4 U al?Qve 
the ?wfef:e fpnsid^rablyf about fourteen or 9hmn 
feet broad, and carried it about two miles in a 
straight linjB wpst, throu^ whjt i^ ig^Igd Mvir^ 
mpjtitb, till it caipe near tp the village pf Kii»ml- 
Ipqh } *WJ if 18 still rem wii^, for th? m<M part, ai? 
they Ipft itt There it coro^s iii coijtapt with the 
rpad frpw Perth to the woth^ vWh» w dout>t^ 
Vpuld be the Im of rgad stt that time jJso. There 
thfey s?f m ip have twrq^d fo thip ri^ti at right agi- 
gtesp-tp have cro^d the Earp wb^e the prp- 
oai): bridge «{w45f which fni^ght evea be a bridg? 

at that time,ir-marehi»g directly uppn Perthat asit 
1$ prob^b^e that it thw bad esi^tep?e ajs a town, 
thpHgh a, Utt^ aMe ^ p«*esejPit p^e. It is stiU 

handed down by tradition, that, when they came to 
the higher grounds, nearly two miles to the squth, 
whsre they first got a sight of thf majestic Tay, and 
At two beautiful green plains on its right banks, 
called the North and South Inches, the soldiers 
were in raptures, and cried put as in ;m extacy, 
HfCftibmn! (b?h^ the Tyt>er); f:c(0 Can^m 
MMiius / (behold the plain of ^Mars ^ a beaud&ii 
plain on the banks of the T%^ for vai ieois eser- 
cises, and for tte eleciion of magistrates); aU 
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though our Tay U nearly three time* au large -a» 
their Tiber. Whether they staid any time in i^ 
^bout Berthai as it wa^ at first calle^t canm>t xh)v 
well be Imown, as they have left xio lasting vw- 
tiges, that ever J heard of, thereaboutSt except the 
tpwn of Victoria in its vicinity. 

Tp the westward, however, in a direct line to- 
wards their £^med camps at Ardocb, we have ana> 
ther of their roads or paved ways. It hcrgins be- 
twisj^t ^rae aQ4 four miles west, and nm$ nearly 
in a 9trMght Un^ for nearly the same distance 
tlvrough Ae iwooded pwtis of Gaik. This road i« 
Qiade with more pains, because it wa^ iqtended to 
be oftener yaedf and was all laid with pretty large 
broa4isb w^w*8to»es,r-4here being no free-stoiwi 
that I could observe, — ^and well sunk in the ground^ 
which is, for the most part, wet and mardiy> 
tnd yet the road is qonsideraWy elevated above; 
its ew^ce* This wa» carried in a straight line 
towards and within a little of the ancient small 
priory of Inehidny or Inverpeffry, on the left bank 
of the £arm whose abbot had the honour to attend 
qn Kipg Robert Bruce, and assist him in his devo« 
tions, on the night before the battle of Bannock- 
bnnii. A little west of this, the Romans bad cross- 
e4 the l^yrn, and formed a camp on the right bank 
qf the Earn, a litrie wrth of Strageth, and not fer 
from MttfWlU TWii they had not con^dered as 
^e most ccmroanding situation, and had gone a 

few »aj» to the ftovA-wesf, a94 there formed a 
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set of most complete or double camps at Ardoch, 
on the left bank of the Water of Allan. Here 
they seem to have taken up their residence for a 
considerable time, as being the most ccmimanding 
fiituatton, and most convenient for receiving sup« 
plies. It would have a complete comm^id of the 
grand pass of the Forth by Stirlmg towards the 
north, and likewise of that down through Upper 
Stratheam. From this they had made frequent 
excursions towards the north, as they have ano« 
ther camp at Dalgain Ross, a little west from 
Comrie, and even one as far north as the kirk of 
Fortingall, on the left bank of the river Lyon, a 
little north of Loch Tay, with a vkw of heading 
the Tay, and getting down its left bank, to bring 
Galgacus to an engagement. 

They would hsve sufficient time for all these ex- 
cursions, as it was more than three years after this 
before they could bring the brave king of the Ca« 
ledonians to a decisive engagement. This was not 
done till long after the brave and prudent general 
Agricola was recalled by the cruel and treacherous 
tyrant Domitian, not so much for the honour of his 
victories, as was pretended, but from a prihciple of 
jealousy, and in order to effect his destruction and 
death. So long as the Romans kept on the west 
side of the Tay — that mighty barrier-— the king of 
the Caledonians, the brave Corbred, seemed to be 
indifferent about coming to a general engagement 
with them a second time. Though, no doubt, ha 
would be still gradually preparing for the last and 
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grrat struggle with them, yet it vras not till ihef 
passed tbe Tay that he seems to have stirred hmw 
self to purpose. They appear to have effected 
their passage across it at, or a little above, whore 
the ancient to\!|m of Fferth stood, then called Ber^ 
tha, at the confluence of the Almond and the Tay, 
about two miles above where it now stands. The 
liame of the two little houses yet standing there 
is Bartha, which name is not far from the original 
9ne, Several antiquities that the Almond is said 
to have disclosed by undermining them, and mak^ 
ing them either to appear or fall down, abundantly 
countenance, if not fully confirm this. / ' 

The cause of the town changing its positicm is 
$aid to be a great inundation of the Tay, where- 
in the greater part of the original town was either 
swept away, or suffered material damage } multi- 
tudes of (he inhabitants also perished in the geneml 
calamity, which is even said to have extended to 
the king's palace, wherein his own son, an infant, 
vith the nurse and fourteen others belonging to 
his household, are all said to have been swept 
away, the rest escaping with difficulty. This is 
said to have happened in the reign of William^ 
sumamed the Lion, in the latter end of the twelfth 
or begmning of the thirteenth century, who also 
founded the New Town of Perth, in the rituation 
that it now occupies, being more beautiful and con- 
vatiient than its former one ; the name of Perth 
being given it from <Mie Perth, a nobleman, who 
kr'said to have granted the ground on which it ww 
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bmlt. But there obviously appears to luve beenai 
town existing jn^vious to this cm the spot Where 
the present one now stands ; ^ is evident from the 
old cathedral still standing, and b«nlrl<Hig before 
this period^ dedicated to St John, from which 
the town was styled St John*s Town. Though 
I have not seen the Reverend Mr Scot's statistical 
account of Perth, yet I suppose it to have been 
built about the end of the fourth or beginning of 
the fifth century, perhaps coeval with the one at 
Abemethy. 

The Romans, after crossing the Tay, seem to 
have established another camp on its left bank, at 
a place now called Grassy Wells. The Tay, a 
liltle above this, ukes a more southern dkectk>n, 
after it has run for a good many milts due west 
and south-west from the great bend that it takes 
at the Qld castle of Kioclaven ; where, a&er march- 
mg along its southern bank, they had crossed dbd 
i^iver Isla, at its confluence with the Tay, oppeske 
to d>e above mentioned castle ; and there another 
camp had been formed in the comer below the 
house of Meikleour. This would no doubt be the 
signal for tbe Caledotuans preparing for battle, at 
the Romans were now within less than eight miles 
of their otpkal, and bad no oth^ mer ik>w to 
cross, nor any other impediment in tfadr «ay« 
The first preliminary step they ae^n to have taluai 
was to bum the large town at that time calied die 
City of CuUen, standing about two mtks distant 
en a4!urve of the Tay, at a place rv^w called Imbpi 
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tfu^ or Inchtiithily where some ruini are still to 
be seen betwixt the house of Delvin and &e bbat 
of Caputht to keep the Romans from taking pos^ 
setsidn <^ it. In an <dd map i^ Scotland, winch is 
in my possession, there is a town marked on it^ 
sttd CD have been ^^ the anddit dty of Guiien^ and 
«* burnt by the Ptcts to keep the Romans ft^m fbrtSi 
^< fying it ;'^ but it could A<A have been the Southern 
Picts^or those south of the Tay, as they had by thb 
time nadt peace with the Rcmiai^ ' It must have 
been the northern Picts or Caledonians, as CuUeik 
was a sort of key to their capital ; and, if once die 
Romalis had got possesion of, and Ibrtified it, they 
would iK>t have been so easily dispossessed; This 
the bl:ave and prudent Cc^red woi^ easily per- 
ceive, and that he could not, without makmg this 
sacrifice^ prevent it frcmi falling into thdir handsj^^ 
unless he haoarded a battle in the angle where ihe 
Romans were encamped, sdter their passage across 
the Isbu They, bowevef , had drawn a strong line 
of circumvallation around, and at a considerable 
discemc^e from their camp, as is yet to be seen, par« 
ticttlarly to the east and north east. The ground 
chosen by the Caledonian King, as the field of bat^ 
tie, and where he awaited the approach of the Ro-i 
man army, is about five and a half miles to tht 
north or rising grounds, a little to the north-wesc 
of the Kirk of Kinloch, called the Buzzard Dykea 
and Cleaven Dykes ; their flanks being defended by 
the ramparts of earth of these names, having a 
gentle slope to the south, with the loch or lake of 
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Mirlee on thisL south-east, and the smaller loch of 
Cluny on the south-west, in which there are the 
ruins of an old castle, where that prodigy of i^tuit^ 
called the AdmiraUe Crichton, is said to have been 
bom; 

The tHatch of the Romans tb die fidd of bat« 
tie would be straight up through the small yiU 
lage ctf Meikle-our ;— and, as they usually marched 
in a straight line, if the ground would any way 
admit of it^ I obserred a long stone stan^g be* 
fore the village of Meikle-our, whkh I suppo^ was 
the very stone that they had placed there, to tcga^ 
late their march to the battle, passing the vilk^ of 
Fittendriech, and then turning a Kttle to the kit. 
Their only access to the field of battle would b^ 
through the pass betwixt the two bchs above-men- 
tioned* I never was on the field of battle, bang 
only pointed out to me at a fittle distance ; but, by 
every circumstance about it, it plainly appears that 
the Romans met with a defeat here ; and that this 
was the very battle wherein Buchanan says the 
Caledonians beat the Romans, and by which they 
were expelled out of their country for a time, thoiigh 
he does not indeed mention the place. That tl^ 
battle was fought here, is still farther evident ^ by the 
deep cnta-enchments cut by the Caledonians, called 
the Cleaven Dykes, and by small cairns ot tumuli^ 
in which those who fell in the battle have been 
buried* On account of the erroneous descripti<m 
given by Buchanan^ misled by Tacitus, it has been 
generally supposed that this va$ the $ceiK of tho 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ikCCOUNT OF ROMAN AKTIQUITII& 27 1 

:giand battfe said by faim to have been fought betwixt 
the Romans and Caledonians^ in the spring after their 
march from their camp at East Blair, near Loch« 
ore, which is only applicable to the battle of Mends* 
ford, on the Eden. He is evidently right as to the 
time the first battle was fought, in saying that it 
was in the spring, and also as to other circnmstances 
connected with the battle, — such as that the Romans 
were victorious after all the bravest of the Cale« 
dottians were dain, &c. — but he is wrong as to the 
place where the battle was fought. Had the Ro- 
mans been victorious in the battle of Buzzard* 
dykes, diere would have been a large cairn erected 
where the battle Commenced, and likewise where 
it t^minated, as in the case at M eralsford ; alsa al! 
their various movements during the battle would 
have been pointed out by smaller cairns, as well ast 
the burnt ashes of the dead, which would have 
been found long ere this time. None of these, how« 
ever, has been discovered as yet, that ever I heard 
of, winch plainly indicates that they had met with a 
signal defeats Notwithstanding of their superior 
discipline and armour, the Caledonians seem to 
have been always a match for them in the open 
field, where they had no opportunity of betaldng 
themselves to military stratagem. Here they seetn 
to have given a complete proof of this^ where the 
Romans had not an opportunity of having recourse 
to nulitary stratagem, and when like to be worsted, 
as was the case at Meralsford, where it is quite 
evident theCaledooians would have been victorious^ 
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had th^ybot beoi decoyed actos^ the ferd^^asd 
CTtil though they there fought uader great diiad*^ 
vantages, the vktory i^ sud to have bi9en fot a long 
time doubtful* 

The Rotntos, in their flight s^er die baSlk^ 
seem to have gone towards the nofdi^east $ as is 
evident from the many small tumtdi or caimi^ nirhere 
those that fell in die flight, or pursuit^ appear to 
have been buried; and, indeed, this uras the only 
open and safe qulrtar to fly to, every odier bdng 
inclosed \rith the rivers Tay, Isla^ ^Lai Ericht^ I am 
the more confirmed in the opinioti that the Romamr 
were worsted in this batde, from die account I got, 
when in that C(}untry, of the dideton of a Roman 
soldier bdng found standing in an etea poGCiire 
in a mo68^ a little to the south of the line of 
flight i this was said to have been about fifty years 
ago, when the people were digging for peitts. He 
appeared to be in full armour ; but when touched 
or exposed to the air, he crumbled down ima 
dust. Now, ^his drcumstance plainly poinu out 
that, bdng hotly pursued by some of the victori-r 
ous Caledonians^ he had fled to the moss for re« 
fuge^ and had there sunk down, only exchangmg 
one kind of death for another. Another corrobor-» 
ative circumstsblce, which I shall here mention, was 
observed by mysdf when returning from seemg 
the falls of the Dee, and the grand and rM^mtic 
scenery of Braemat. A good many years ago^ when 
coming down on the risiilg grounds above the watar 
of Calley, dbwt five or six miles^ I thiok, from %U^ 
1 
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vficid, and in the direct line of their flight from it^ 
I observed a most beautiful figure cut pretty deep 
in the earth ; and it struck me immediately that it 
was a Roman work of antiquity. Being cut some- 
what deep in the ground where the swaird was 
green and tough^ with the most exact symmetry, 
it made a most conspicuous and beautiful appear- 
ance, being done upon a large scal^, though the 
road destroyed it conaderably by passing through 
the centre of it* I stopt and contemplated it with 
admiration for some time ; and yet forgot to take 
the least drawing of it ; but I think it was either iiv 
the form of a hexagon or octagon. I am quite 
convinced that this had been made by the Romans 
at the time we are speaking of; and that, after the 
pursuit had been given up by the Caledonians, this 
had been their ne plus ultra towards the north, 
where they had stopt and cut the figure of the tern* 
pie of their god Terminus* They now seem to 
have turned more to the east, and to have crossed 
the water of Ericht, immediately contiguous to 
where it is joined by the water of Galley, when its 
banks assume a very steep and beautifully romantic 
aspect, — to have kept still east in the hollow be« 
hind the first range of hills (where I have heard of 
Roman antiquities being found) before the house 
of Sir William Ramsay of Banff, and to have 
crossed the river Isla, a good way below the Kirk 
of GIenisla,-^to have kept still amon^ the hills till 
they came out at the pass where the river South 
£sk has folrced a passage, grossing it sgrn^wherQ 

9 
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^ ibcMlt Cortachy^-^aiid theii to have gone down it# 
left bank towards the south-east, where I under* 
stand there are the remains of another camp. Ic 
%i^ould not, however, be a camp of ordinary straigth 
that could keep the mijids of the soldiers free from 
a state of alarm for their safety, at this time, or ef* 
fiectually secure them from the attacks of the vic- 
torious Caledonians. It, therefore^ strikes me tnost 
forcibly, that that extraordinary strong work, a 
little farther down, betwixt and the town of Brechkiy 
dialled Cater-thun, had been raised by the Romans 
at this time for greater security, until they were 
taken off the coast by means of their shipping, 
which could only be at Montrose, as the nearest 
iea*port, at the mouth of the South Esk, when they 
2ire said to have gone to the south, and were 
^ forced, with doubtful success, to contend with 
^ the Britons for their ancient province/^ The 
imcouth name of the work now motioned, stand* 
mg betwixt the North and South Esk rivers, could 
not be the one given it by the Romans ; .for the 
natives could have no communication with them 
while they were making it ; and, after they left it, 
it b not likely they would know its Roman name; 
80 that its present name appears to have been given 
to it by themselves, either at that time or after* 
wards. 

Though there is also a camp not far from this; 
near the Kirk of Inverarity, of a large size, and 
in gbod preservation, yet that might be one made 
by i>eYertt9» who is md by Buchaiian to have 
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made an espedidon through the whole of the 
feland, towards the north, with a rery numerous 
army ; and, though he was sick during the whote 
of that expedition, so as to be obliged to be car- 
ried in a covered horse litter, yet he never desisted 
till he reached the utmost extremity of the island. 
This expedition took place in the reign of Donald 
L above one hundred years after thehr first expul- 
sion from the country j and, though the Caledo- 
nians durst not hazard a battle with siich an im- 
mctise army in the open field, yet they closely 
watched their motions, and hung on their rear, so 
as to take advantage of every opportunity that of- 
fered for cutting them oflF. They are even said to 
have also left herds of their cattle to wander at 
targe, to entice the Romans to stray from their 
camp, by which stratagem multitudes of them 
were cut off by the enemy. By the great losses 
they sustained in this manner, as well as by the 
excessive fatigue arising from cutting down woods^ 
levellmg hills, filling up marshes, and making 
roads through them for the army to pass i also the 
constructing bridges over rivers, and the great in- 
convenience they experienced by the coldness of 
the country, the wetness of the season, and the 
fetiguing long marches, — great multitudes of them 
are said to have been so weakened as not to be 
able to follow the army, and were obliged to b^ 
killed by their own comrades^ to prevent them 
from falling aKve into the hands of their enemies. 

They are said to have lost, by thefe different causesi 

s 2 
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no less than fifty thousand of their troops. It 
plainly appears that ^ everus had set out with atn 
immense army, as is evident from that large camp,, 
unquestionably formed by him, containing no less 
than eleven acres of ground, on the site of which 
nearly half the town of Cupar in Angus is built. 

The route to the north which nature points out, 
amd which, no doubt, he would follow, is by keep- 
ing to the north-east towards Stonehaven, and 
along the line of the great north, road to Aber« 
deen ; and there is another camp, said to be about 
the Water of Cowie, on that road, which seems to 
confirm this. Happening to meet with a number 
of gentlemen, both from the town and county of 
Aberdeen, last season at Pitcaithly Wells, they 
told me that there were several camps, and diffe- 
rent vestiges of Roman antiquities, both through 
that country, and also all the way to the north of 
Scotland, or as far as the Moray Frith at least, as 
there is one of then: camps near Burgh^head, and 
a famed well recently discovered in the comer 
of it. There is one, 1 observe, marked as a^ 
Koman camp in Taylor and Skinner's Roads, near 
the ICirk of Caimey, about five miles south from 
the town of Keith. I understand there is also ano- 
ther near Gordon Castle, about the Kirk of Bellie, 
all corroborative of Severus*s expedition at this 
time. It appears to have been productive of no 
lasting effects, but only a short temporary peace^ 
as the natives never submitted to him asacoiir 
queron 
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CHAP. X. 



Anecdotes of King James V. the " Gudeman of BaU 
" lengeigh^* 'when about Falkland and its vici* 
nity. 

Having now accompanied, or rather endeavoured 
to follow^ my friends the Romans in their line of 
march through Fife, Perth, and Angus-shires, till 
they embarked for their departure, I shall again 
return to the banks of Eden ; and, as I only take 
notice of the antiquities connected with the place, 
I shall endeavour to give a few local anecdotes of 
what happened at a much later date, and which 
are of a very- diflFerent nature from what we have 
already attempted to investigate. 

King James V. otherwise known by the name of 
the Gudeman of Ballengeigh— -which name is said 
to be derived from a strait hollow foot-path lead- 
ing up to the Castle of Stirling from the north- 
west, called Ballengeigh — ^is universally allowed to 
have had an extravagant and eccentric vein of hu« 
mour, to gratify which he stuck at nothing ; and, 
as he could best do it by throwing off all restraint 
as a king, and appearing incog, he often indulged 
himself in this. Accordingly, many strange and 
ludicrous adventures of bis are banded down by 
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tradition. In some of these he was but roughly 
handled, and in no small degree of danger, before 
he discovered himself. A few of these that are 
said to have taken pbce in the neighbourhood, 
when he resided at Falkland, and which seem best 
authenticated, shall be mentioned at present. — la 
ome of .these dis^ised excursions, in which ht 
often delighted, he is said to have gone into Ae 
miller's house in a place called Ballomill, on the 
north bank of the Eden, a little above Lady Mary 
Lindsay Crawford's house^ one ev^iung in the twi« 
%ht. He asked quarters as a travelling man; 
the wife only being in the hous^ at the time, says 
to him, in a very frank sort of a way, " Sit down^ 
^'^ for though the miller be not in, I've no doubt 
•• but he'll give you quarters whenever he sees 
*• you, for you are a decent looking like carle.'* 
Accordingly, in a little while the miller comes in, 
and upon the wife representing the matter to him^ 
he immediately gave his consent also that he should 
get quarters. It appears that the evening passed 
away very agreeably, and that the miller was much 
pleased with the conversation of his lodger j for, 
when they came to speak about making ready sup- 
per, the miller desired his wife to bring ** the hen 
that sat next the cock," and make her ready for 
supper, though there is no appearance that he 
knew him to be the king, but only that he per« 
ceived him to be rather above the ordinary sort of 
travellers. When they came to sit down to supi- 
j)ier« th« m\kr was for the stranger taking the 
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head of the table. This the King affected to be 
shy about doing, as being a stranger, which mad^ 
the mlUer add, ^^ Sit up, for I will have strangers 
** honoured/' The King was accordingly obliged 
to comply with the request. He had usually t 
time and place appointed for his nobles meting 
him after these little relaxations from court eti^ 
quette. Accordingly, he got the miller next momi» 
ing to convey him as far as the place where hit 
courtiers were appointed to meet him. When the 
miller saw this, he was not a little astcmished and 
embarrassed at being in the presence of his Ma^ 
jesty, tfhom he had entertained as his guest j^ 
but, as the King had partaken of his hospitality^ 
he would have the miller to accompany him to 
Falkland to his palace, and also partake of his 
hospitality in return. This the miller was obliged 
to comply with ; and, when about to sit down to 
dinner, the King was also for the miller taking the 
bead of his table, which he declined, and certainly 
with greater propriety than the King needed to 
have done in {n-esiding at the miller's table. Thb 
made his Majesty pay him back in his own words^ 
only addmg ^slap on the side of his head : ^^ Sit 
** up,'* says he, " for I will have strangers honour* 
<^ ed/' It is#reported that the miller staid dlght 
or ten days about the palace ; and, being a strong 
athletic man, he beat all the courtiers at the put« 
ting of the stone, or tossing the bar, or any of these 
athletic exerdses ; but it was observed with sur- 
prise that;r notwithstanding the fine feeding at the 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



.^^ 



SBO ACCOUNT Of B.OHAN AMTIQUITIUJ 

KfDg's table^ above what he was accustomed to^ 
he gradually fell off; and the longer he staid, he 
turned still the weaker, which made his Majesty 
ask him what he usually fed on. He replied that 
it was ** on broken water and slain meal/' By 
broken water, he must have meant that which fell 
upon the mill wheel, or from other parts of the 
water*fall, by which it was broken ; but whether 
by thus being broken or divided, it imparted more 
strength to the miller, seems problematical. When 
he was about to leave the palace, and return home 
again, the King asked at him whether he would 
choose the aught part, or the twa part, of the lands 
,o( BallomilL The miller, it seems, had not been 
a very good accountant ; and, as the aught part 
seemed to sound best, and count highest, he chose 
it. Accordingly, he got his choice, the eighth 
part instead of the half ; and the land was made 
over to him in a Crown charter, with liberty to 
hunt all the way to the gate of Melville House, 
about three miles to the north-west } and he and 
his heirs enjoyed these till within about 85 years 
ago, when they were sold to a man of the name of 
Honeyman, whose children reside about Auchter- 
muchty, and now possess them ; but it is univer- 
sally allowed that the miller and hi^heirs had ac« 
quired them from the King for giving him a night's 
lodging. . . 

V The following anecdote I had from an old re* 
.spectable and well informed clergyman: — Being 
one day on one of those disguised excursions, the 
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King met with a shepherd mending his shoet at 
the side of Rossie loch, about one and a half mile 
north from Falkland, and on the north bank of the 
Eden. He entered into a conversation with the 
shepherd; and, among other things, asked him 
«< Wha staid in that muckle hous there ?*' pointing 
to the palace. The shepherd says, *^ It is some 
" man they ca' the King ; but we just ca' hhn Ja* 
*' mie the Gudeman." *' Aye,*' says the King, 
** what sort of man is he, that gude man ?'* *' I 
^^ dinna ken muckle about him,*' says the shep* 
herd, ** but they say he maks a great deal o* dirty 
** knights." ** Aye, does he mak a deal of dirty 
^ knights ?" ** So they say." Meantime the sheep 
went astray, and the shepherd was obliged to go 
and turn them, leaving his shoe and awl behind 
him ; but, in his absence, the Eang takes up the 
awl, and puts it into his pocket. When the shep- 
herd returned, he found his shoe, but the awl 
could not be found. He looks about, and searches 
still for it, saying, ** I wonder what can be cum of 
" my elsine ; Tm shure I left it here ?" " That's 
f ^ as muckle as sayin', sir, that I steal't it.*' " I'm ^ 
** no sayin' you steal't it j but I'm shure I left it 
^* here ; and if a* body had lettin't a be, it wud 
*« hae been here still." « That's still sayin' as 
>^ muckle as I had steal't it." ** Tm no sayin* 
.*' you steal't it j but I'm shure 1 left it here j and 
*< it wudna ga'en awa' its lane." " That's still 
** sayin' the same sir, as I had steal't it" In the 
f^^eantime^ the npbles made their appearance^ and^ 
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wfan the poor shq>herd saw them surround &e 
King, and pay such attention to him^ he was all 
out^ when he perceived that it was the Gudemam 
bimsel* that he had been using such freedom with» 
and half impeaching with stealing his awL But, 
in order to make atonement, the King makesi 
him strip himself naked, and wade into the loch, 
till he was up to the neck in mire and moss, with 
which it abounded before it was drained; and, 
when he comes out — and surely a very grotesque 
figure he would make-r-he dubs him, adding, 
*• Mony. a dirty knight I've made ; but such a dk*^ 
*• ty knight as you I never made/' and gave him 
the lands of Lathrisk to live on* Now the very 
farm that he was herding on, belonged to that estate, 
as it is only the farm of Bowhouse that adjoins the 
loch, on the south side, and has a good portion of 
the moss drained from the old loch added to its 
lands. It still belongs to the estate of Lathrisk, 
though it has passed through many hands since* 

1 shall just give a ^gle instance of one of these 
duly knights, to whom the shepherd perhaps might 
have an allusion, before he himself was added to 
their number, literally the most dirty one of the 
whole. This was a tinker that the king happened 
to meet with accidentally at an ale-house, in one of 
his incog, adventures, whom he also dubbed. There 
was a song made upon the singular atlventure, 
evidently of a considerably more modem date thaa 
the circumstance that gave birth to it ; but when, 
€»r by whom it was composed, I cannot say } I only 
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happened to hear it sung, near thirty years ago, 

and I put it dofwn in writing, being struck, not so 

much with its air, though it is pretty agreeable too, 

as with the humour of it, particularly the reply 

given by the king to the tinker, and the great per* 

plexity and embarassment the poor tinker was in, 

when he found that it was the king he was sitting ? ) ^ ^-^ 

behind. 

The song is here inserted verbatim, 

And now to be briefy let us pass o'er the rest. 
Which seldom or never was given for a jest ; 
And come to king James the fifth on the throne ; 
A pleasanter man, sure there never was none. 

As he was a hunting his fair fallow deer, 
And of all his nobles he freely gat clear, 
In search of new pleasures away be did ride» 
Till be came to an ale-bousey just by a road side. 

And there with a tinktr he happened to meet ; 
And in this kind manner did lovingly greet : , 
What's that honest fellow you've got in your jug, 
Which under jour arm you so lovingly hug ? 

In troth, said the tinker, its nappy brown ale, 
And for to drink to you, deed I winna fail ; 
For tho* that thy jacket sir's more glorious and fine, 
I hope that my two*pence is as good as thine. 

By my saul, said the Eling, let tlie truth it be spoke, 
And straight with the tinker sat down for to joke. 
)Ie called for a pitcher, the tinker another, 
And at it they vent on like brother and brother. 
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And as they were a-drinkingy the king he did vajp 
What news dost thou hear, honest tinker, I pray ? 
There's nothing of news, sir, of which I do hear» 
But the king goes a hunting his fair fallow deec. 

And truly I wish I so happy might be> 
That while he's a hunting the king I might see j 
For tho' that Pve travcU'd the land many a wayi^ 
I never yet saw the ]&ing in all my whole days. 

The king in a hearty brisk laughter replied, 
I'll tell thee honest fellow if that thou canst ridcr 
111 take thee on behind me, and thee I will bring 
Into the royal presence of James our king. 

Perhaps, said the tinker, his Lords will be drest 
So fine, that I cannot know the king by the rest. 
Indeed that is true, sir ; but when we come near,, 
The king will be cover'd i his nobles all bare« 

Its up got the tinker, and hoisted the black 
Budget of leather, and tools^on his back. 
It's when they came near the merry green wood, 
Hb nobles came round them, and bare headed stoocl. 

The tinker then seeing so inany a gallant peer, 
Immediately whispered the King in the ear : 
Now, seeing they're all clothed so gallant and gay. 
Then which is the King, now come tell me I pray I 

The king to the tinker did make this reply, — 
Be m' saul^ man, it must be either you, or I ; 
For they're all bare-beaded, and stand all around* 
With that, with his budget, he's faUcn to thje ground^ 
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Xake one that's districted and ont of his wits § 
And upon his knees he immediately gets* 
Beseeching his mercy : — The king to him saidy 
Thou art a good Fellow, so be not afraid. 

Now, what IS thy name ? It is John of the Vale^ 
A mender of kettles, a lover of ale. 
Arise up. Sir John, and m honour you here ; 
ill make thee a kaight of three hundred a-year. 

Now, that was a good thing for the linker indeed : 
And straight to the Court he was sent then with speedy 
Where store of great pleasures and dancing wereseeot 
Into the royal presence of our king and queen. 

But surely this would be the last tinker thai 
ever he would dub. If we may judge from what 
happened, on,e might imagine he would be heart 
sick of them, being taken prisoner by three of 
them, and compelled to stay with them several 
days, so that his nobles lost all trace of him ; and 
being also forced not only to lead their ass, but 
likewise to assist it in carrying part of its panniers ! 
At length he got an opportunity, when they were 
in a house bousing at the east end of the village 
of Milnathort, where there is now a new meeting- 
house built, when he was left on the green with 
the ass. He contrived to write some way on a slip 
of paper, and gave a boy half a crown to run with 
it to Falkland, and give it to his nobles, intimating 
that the Gudeman of Ballengeigh was in a state of 
captivity. After they got it, and knew where he 
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was, they were not long of being with him, althongh 
it was fully 10 miles they had to ride. Wheti^ 
ever he got assistance, he caused two of the tinkers 
that were inost harsh and severe to him to be 
hanged immediately, and let the third one that was 
most favourable to him go free. They were hanged 
a little south-west of the village, at a place^ whicb^ 
from the circumstance, is called the Galtow Hill 
to this day* The two skeletons were also lately 
£3and, after the division of the commonty that re« 
cently took place. He also after this time made a 
law, that whenever three men tinkers or gipseys were 
found going together, two of them should be 
hanged, and the third set at liberty. 

Being one day up on the Lomond HiB, be itiet 
a chapman or pedlar, and bought his whole pack 
from him ; but left it in a hollow till he got time 
to convey k away, or perhaps rather with a view 
to try the pedlar's honesty. But it appears he was 
not able to resist the temptation ; for, immediately 
dfter the King was out of sight, the pedlar return- 
ed and took away his pack again, not thinking 
that the King would find him out ; but this he 
soon did, and hanged him for his pains. It was by 
such methods as these that he attempted to reform 
the morals of his subjects, or correct abuses pre- 
vailing in his kingdom } but these were too wide- 
ly spread, and too deeply rooted, for him to be 
able to eradicate, all the time he lived amongst 
them* The pedlar was hanged on the side of 
the public road, about half a mile west from 
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the palace, at a place still known by the name of 
the Gallows by the old people. A little to the 
Westward of this, also, a famous heroine of the 
name of Jenny Nettles, and upon whom the famed 
song was made up, being a prototype of Meg 
Merrilies, in a fit of remorse hanged herself on a 
low crooked tree on the road side, which ever 
after retained the name of Jenny Nettles* Gallowt, 
and only gone a few years ago. She lies buried 
at the foot of the hill, at a place called Jenny 
Nettles* Grave. 

Whenever James heard of abuses prevailing in i^ ^j ' 
any part of his kingdom, he usually made a journey 
personally to take cognizance of them himself, in 
order to rectify them ; such as to the Laird, or the 
De'il of Drummelzier, as he was called, whom he 
caused to be hanged ; and also in a journey north 
to Aberdeenshire, where he also caused two cul« 
prits be hanged; but he was so roughly hand* 
led by them, when he first made trial of them, 
in order to convict them, that he was obliged to 
throw open his jacket to let them see who he was, 
and also to sound his horn for assistance to seize 
them. 

There is a story told of him, that took place '' ' 
five miles east from Falkland, at an old castle, the 
remains of which are still to be seen, called the 
Castle of Clatto, standing in a narrow pass among 
the higher grounds to the south-east, and by which 
the public road betwixt Cupar and Kinghorn then 
passed. There was a man of the name of Seaton, who 
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had four or five stout young sons. Many robberies 
and also murders had been committed thereabouts, 
and persons were amissing, and were never more 
heard off ; and it could never be foundout by whom 
these were committed, till the King (me day had 
been passing by incog* evidently with a design to 
find out the perpetrators of such villany, when he 
was attacked by one of Seaton's sons, who seized 
his horse by the bridle, and ordered him to sur* 
render his purse or his life. The Sang replied, 
that he had not very good will to do any of tbem« 
Meantime, he takes out a small sharp sword, and 
dexterously cuts off the robber's hand which hung 
m the bridle, which he took and put into his pocket, 
and went home for that day. Next day, however, 
he returned, not in any disguise, but as the King, 
taking the hand with him, in order to call upon old 
Seaton, who was known to him personally. Seaton 
was very happy, no doubt, to see his Majesty calling 
upon him so familiarly. The King enquiring in an 
affable manner for all the family, and particularly 
for the one who attacked him, whom it seems he 
knew by name, the old man told him that he was 
rather ailing, and in bed. 

The King wished to see him. This they could 
not well deny him. When he came to his bedside; 
his Majesty offered to shake hands with him* 
Toung Seaton put out his left hand f the King 
asked why he offered that hand, as that was not 
the ordinary one to shake hands with. He was 
obliged to confess that he had met with anac« 
8 
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cident, by trhkh he had lost the other cm. Sftyt 
the Kmg, ^ I happen to have a hand in my pockety 
*^ and if it suit yosif you are welcraie to it ;*' and$ 
ho doabt^ upon trial it would suit exactly. The 
mask wasinstandy dien thrown off; and immediate 
orders gii^en for seiadng old Seatcm ami his sons^ 
who were all hanged, t understand this anecdote is 
mentioned in the Statistical Account either of 
the p^ndi of £ettle ot Gults^ I suppose not material* 
ty different from the account just now given. 
Clatto, as to its situation, appears rather to be 
most cont%udus to the Cults parish. There are 
none of the other anecdotes now mentioned thai 
ever were in print be^^tt, so far as I know. 

There is only another one that I shall take notice 
of at this tfane, as it may be thought by some that 
I have waded far enough into th^e sort of antiqui^ 
ties^ In smother. of his roaming excursions in 
which he seemed t* ddight— ^for he could not en- 
dure to be long in the trammels of the stiff for* 
tnality of court^-'he fell in with the priest or minis- 
ter of Markinch, a parish contiguous to that of 
Falkland, t)U the south-east He seemted not to 
entertam the most favourable opinion of the priest's 
abilities, and perceived him not to possess a very 
clear head*piece ; and^ as he seemed to be rather a 
dull scholar, he left two or three questions for hh 
consideration, dll next meeting, which was then 
appointed^ time and place; at same time intimating 
to him, that, if he did not answer them sati&fae*^ 
torily to his mind, he was to be put out of hH 
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oflke, and lose his benefice. The qiiesdons were : 
Ques. ]st. Where is the middle of the earth ? 
Ques. 2d, How long will I take in going round 
the world i Ques. Sd, How much am I worth ? 
And, Ques. 4th, What is my (the King's) thought ? 
all hard enough questbns seemingly for the poor 
priest, who did not know how to answer one of 
thetti. A little to the south of Markinch, there is 
a mill on the water of Leven, a little bebw the 
Plasterer's Inn, called the Middle Mill, whose 
miller is ssdd to have been a witty, ingenbus, sort 
of a man, and was also said to be very like the 
minister of Markinch in person* He, hearing of 
his great perplexity about answering bis questions, 
went to him, and said, that if he would give him a 
suit of his best cloaths, he would endeavour to 
meet the King, and try to answer his quesdoiis 
for him. This was a great rcUef £cxc the poor 
prijcst, who chearfiilly agreed to the proposal ; at 
same time it was agreed betwixt them, that, if the 
miller answered the questions to the satisfaction ot 
his Majesty, he should also intercede for the priest^ 
or minister, being continued in his living. Accord^ 
Higly, when the time appointed arrived, the miller 
was sure to be on the spot waiting for his Majes- 
ty, to try and answer the foresaid questions in their 
order. Qucs. 1st, " Where is the middle of the 
« earth ?^*^ The miller put out his staff before 
him, and«aid, •* It is just there}" addfeg, " If 
^* ypur Majesty will measure all around, you will 
c< find it to be just where the point of my sUgk il%'*, 
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The King thought he would rather take his word 
for it than be at the trouble of mea^ring all 
around. However, he thought the answer pretty 
ingenious, and it accordingly passed.-^Ques* 2d^ 
** How long will I take in going round the world ?'' 
Ans. *' If you will rise with the Sun, and go round 
** with him all the day, you will exactly take 
** twenty-four hours.^' He was as well pleased 
with that answer, and thought it equally ingenious. 
Ques. 8d, *• How much am I worth ?*' Ans. " I 
" think you should just be Worth about 29 pieces of 
^^ silver. Our Saviour was only valued at SO ; and 
^^ I think you should certsunly be valued a penny 
** less than he was valued at.*' He was equally 
well pleased with this answer* ** Now, since yott 
** have done so well, can you tell me what my 
** thought is ?" Ans» " You are thinking that I 
^^ am the minister of Markincb, but I am only the 
*^ miller of the Middle Mill V « Well,*' says the 
Icing, " You shall have his birth, and he shall be 
** turned put.'* " No, if it please your Majesty,^* 
replied the miller, " We have made an agreement 
^^ already as to that ; and I was to intercede for 
** him to your Majesty, that he should be con- 
** tinned in his birth.** I believe he was retained 
in it at the milier^s intercession. 

King James V. gave the town and lands of Pol- 
mood on the banks of the Tweed to a gentleman, 
in a curious and very easy manner of holding, run* 
4iing thus in doggerel rhyme :— 

T 2 
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I give you Powmood and Poij^mood towof 
And a' die lands up and down. 
For keeping my bow and arrow, 
' When I come to hunt b Yaprow. 

Were this the only specimen of his poetical effb-' 
ttons that he has left behind him, we might be jus- 
tified in not forming a very high idea of him as a 
poet; but he has left various specimens of hh 
muse, shewing by these that he was by no means* 
a despicable one, but rather the contrary, consider- 
ing the age in which he lived. Witness the Gaber- 
lunzie Man, a beautiful old song, that is universal* 
ly ascribed to him. The Jolly Beggar, or We'll 
go no more a roving, is also said to be the pro- 
duction of his muse. There is also another beau- 
tiful Gaelic song, called Marion o* Gaberlang, that 
I have heard ascribed to him, which has a beauti- 
ful Gaelic air, and shews that he had been well ac* 
quainted with the Gaelic or Erse, to have been able 
to compose such a song in it. However, I never 
recollect of hearing any more of it sung, but one 
verse and the chorus. The Gudeman of Auchter** 
muchty is also generally allowed to be the produc- 
tion of his pen, one of the best specimens of ge- 
nuine humour any where to be found ; and though 
there be various translations or editions of it, yet 
the original, with the primitive orthography, is only 
to be found m the AdvocatesV Library, to the air of 
Tak* your auld cloak about you. 

There is a beautiful Danish camp close upon the^ 
nght bank of the Eden, betwixt Auchtermuchty 
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tsndFalkland, yet in excellent preservation^ and from 
whkh the village of Dunshelt, a little below, take* 
its name, originally being Danes*halt. A curious 
tradition respecting it prevails about Falkland, which 
'I had from an old man there, a good many years 
ago ; and which I shall here insert as I then had it. 
"When the Danes lay in that camp, and also in an- 
other one a little to the south-east still remaining^ 
iii the form of a half-moon, their General having 
learnt that some woman about Falkland cohabit* 
«d with the General of the Scots army, that lay 
then encan:iped over at the foot of the east Lo- 
mond hill, about a mile west from Falkland, and 
two from the Danish camp, he sent for her, and 
bribed her, promising a greater reward if she 
irould assassinate or quickly cut oS by poison, or 
€ome other expeditious way, the Scots General, the 
first opportunity, as Judith did Holofemes, thougl^ 
from very different motives. If she succeeded, it 
was agreed on, that she should go i^ on the black 
heathy hill, immediately above the Scots camp, ia 
the morning, having a white sheet about her, from 
whence she could easily be perceived from the Danish 
camp. According to account, ^he but too well 
succeeded in her treasonable assassination; and went 
up with the agreed on signal upon the dark bill, 
which still retains its original sombre appearance* 
This wa§ soon perceived by the Dane?, who, no 
doubt, would be on the look-out. They marched 
Out immediately from their camp over to the Sco(;g 
camp» and attacked them vahlh in a st^ite of gonfu*^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S9* ACCOUNT OF ROMAK AHTlQUITIEf* 

sion, from the sudden death of their General, and 
before they had one appointed to succeed him, 
which required more time and formality in doing 
in those days than in our modem times; It is said 
that the slaughter among the Scots was great ; and 
of this, there are yet some indications even in our 
day, by the number of pits in which the dead had 
been buried, appearing green, and forming a great 
contrast among the dark heath, till of late that the 
plough has found its way among them. The tra- 
dition adds, that the woman was held in utter ab« 
horrence and neglect among her neighbours, and 
pined away in poverty and want, and died miser* 
ably. The camp then occupied by the Scots is 
still to be seen pretty entire in general, except that 
the plough has encroached on some parts of it, 
about three or four years ago ; it affords as curious 
a specimen of encampments as are any where to 
be met with. A number of deep trenches nm pa- 
rallel to one another, but carried out transversely, 
or a considerable way beyond each other, in the 
most intricate manner, with a considerable space in 
the centre, where the army had been encamped, as 
the safest spot ; so that an enemy had to cross all 
these, to the number of three or four, and fight 
his way over them, before he could reach the main 
camp. The line of circumvallation, or the one next 
to the Danes, had been very deep, appearing yet in 
$ome places seven or eight feet deep, and carried 
Dut a far way east towards Falkland, and west all 
the way through the large farm of Kilgour? for 
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more than a mile ; and notwithstanding the many 
crossings and recrossings of the plough over it, 
for so long a time, in somt places it is not yet 
near filled up. 



I shall now conclude, by endeavouring to rectify 
a mistake that has-been of long standing. Buch- 
anan appears to be among the first that we read of 
^t has led the way, and all that have written after 
kim appear to have followed the same erroneous 
tract ) at least Sibbald, in the century before last ; 
and I am a little astonished to perceivt Mr Forsyth, 
even in our time, taking the same beaten tract. All 
these piuthors assert that Fife is a promontory or 
peninsula ; and that Kinross, as its name imports, 
is the head of this promontory, and Culross the 
back or hinder part of this Ross or promontory* 
That Fife is either a peninsula or promontory, a^* 
to the eastern half of it, is not what is here disputed ;. 
but that Kinross is the head of this Ross or pro- 
montory, as it refers to Fife, can by na means be 
admitted. Any person, upon the slightest obser« 
ration, will easily percdve that Kinross is built 
upon the head of a considerable promontory, that 
juts out into Loch Levea for more than half a mile ;; 
the loch coming up all that way to the end of the 
town, on the south side, and nigh to the north end 
of the town, on the east side : So that the house 
of Kinross stands on the middle of the Ross or 
promontory. The towu of Kinross is built at the 
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bead of ity as its name imports ; so that h is peiv 
fsctly obvioas, that it is that local promontorf 
that its name is derived from, and not from the 
whole of Fife, as such. Though 1 am not so well 
acquainted with Culross, yet it must be also some 
local promontory near it that its name is derived 
from, by no means from Fife, as such. There i$ 
an old ruinous house, betwiipt Ely and St MonaUce^ 
that had stood on the top cd ^ small Ross or pro<> 
montory, called Ardross, which signifies the height 
or eminence of the promontory, because built upont 
the top or highest part of it. Now, actording to 
the generally received opinion^^ this house shpuldl 
have been built upon Ae top of the west LofkKm4 
Hill, to answer tp its name, as the height or the 
highest eminence of Fife, considered at a promcm^r 
tory. 

Sibbatd carries out his idea of Fife as a pwrnton- 
tory ^till farther ; and says that the east point, or U 
it was called anciently, the Most Neufk of Fife, wack 
xian^d formerly ^< Mu^kross, from its supposed T^¥ 
^ bhnce to the snout of a swine, and because h 
^ anciently abounded in wild boars.'* Had he 
said that it was called Mudurosis, or the Swines pto* 
montoty, from Mm^ a swine, becaiuae it saciently 
abounded in wild boara, a species of swinei and 
not solely confined himself to the snout of one^ 
3n my opinion he would haire been more correct* 
The promontory, strictly styled Mvekros^ plainly 
l^oints itself out a» tbat which ^te out a €Qii$idet« 
^llk yff^j east into tke Genmn Ocean,. ail the w«i| 
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from the town of St Andrews, and drawing a line 
from that town down to Anstruther ; hence called 
Cursus Apri, or Boars Chase, and given by 
Hungus King of the Picts to the Monks of Regu- 
lus, or St Rule. There is also a town a little 
south east of St Andrews, called Byre-hills, evi- 
dently a corruption of Boar-hills. Sibbald also 
mentions that they had been successful in killing 
some of a very large size, as he takes notice of 
the tusks of one of a most enormous size, that, for 
a time, was chained to the high altar of the cathe- 
dral, measuring no less than sixteen inches long by 
four broad. There is also a house near Burntisland 
called Ros$«end. Now, this cannot be applied to 
Fife being on the end of it, as a promontory, but 
to some local promontory on the end of which 1% 
is built, as its name imports. 
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Page 43. 1. 

I cannot forbear to mention here, also, a ^gu« 
lar circumstance I had from the landlord and land- 
lady, both yet alive, — ^viz. that before parking or 
inclosing took place, they were accustomed to 
have folds built of feal or turf for the cattle lying 
in at night j but that, when the folds happened 
to be in this place where the dead had been burnt, 
the cattle would never 11^ in them, but always 
broke through or leaped over the dyke ; that they 
ware obliged to give a man a boll of barley extra 
to watch them, when they lay in this spot, which 
was obliged to be repeated every four or five years 
in rotation ; but that sometimes the man was not 
able to keep them in by all his endeavours, the 
cattlp looking wild and terrified in appearance; and 
sometimes it required the united efforts of all the 
hands that could be had to keep them in, often- 
times springing over the fold dykes close beside 
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them, and frequently crouching and trembling as 
if they would have felkn down with terror, al- 
thougli nothing appeared visible to the visual or* 
gans either of the man or those that occasionally 
assisted him. However, after the discovery of so 
many ashes and fragments of human bones, the 
man declared that, had he knovra of these being 
so near^ he would not have been so fond of watch- 
ing. 

The late farmer of Upper Orquart, a most re- 
spectable man, with whom I was well acquaint- 
ed, and upon whose farm the principal part of 
the battle was fought, told me also that always 
. when the folds happened to be both at where the 
Caledonians were burnt asf well as the Romans«~ 
but particularly he specified thd spot where the 
Romans had been burnt, or the Witch Know or 
]&noll-^the cattle would never lie in the fold, but 
were always breaking *^ the fauld,** as he called 
It, except when they were particularly watched i 
and even that was not always effectual for keeping 
them from doing it either. This would itisinfuatd 
as if tb^ spirits of these departed heroes of anti« 
quity sometimes visited and hovered about the 
places where their ashes had been deposited ; though 
invisibly to the more refined visual organs of the 
human eye, yet obviously visible in some shape or 
other to the more gross visual organs of the^ irra« 
tional or bestial tribe, else how can these fore- 
moitioned occurrteces be accounted for? This 
liypothesb seems, to be borne out by Balasun's Ass 
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perceiving the Angel twice, when he himself could 
not do so tin his eyes were superaaturally opened. 

Page 105, A. 

There is a rock called the Bore Rock or Craigy 
about 200 yards to the south west of this, that had 
a perpendicular front to the north, full of perfora- 
tions, all obviously artificial, and about the same 
calibre, sufficient to let in a man's hand and arm, 
but of unequal depth, some being nearly a yard 
deep, some three- fourths, and others half a yard* 
They consisted originally of about two dozen, but 
now, unfortunately, of only about nine or ten, the 
rest having been lately taken down towards the top 
by a neighbouring proprietor, for the sake of the 
stones for inclosing, I suppose these either to have 
had some allusion to the idolatrous worship of the 
Gods, or for playing at some game of chance, for 
the purpose of secreting something in them, and 
making people find it out by guessing, &c. 

Page 89, G. 

Oliver Cromwell is said to have lain with his 
army for some time about the village of Balgedie, 
on the east end of Loch Leven. It appears that 
his army had at that time been rather unruly, or 
not in a proper state of subordination, and had re- 
quired many severe examples to be exhibited be- 
fore they were properly reduced. The Gallows- 
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know, or C^IowUU, lies contiguous to the plade 
in which there are said to hare been several exe« 
cutions at the time he lay there. There is an anec« 
dote still mentioned of him, which shews him to 
have been a rigid disciplinarian, and in which he 
administered summary justice on one of his sol* 
diers, who is said to have been in the practice of 
going to a woman who had a cow, and forcibly 
taking the milk from her after she had milked the 
cow, and drinking it. The woman, it seems^ had 
suffered for a time patiently; but one day, imme* 
diately after he had done it, she followed him, and 
preferred a serious complaint at head-quarters* 
Cromwell asked her if she was sure that it was one 
of his men that did so ; the woman answered that 
she was perfectly sure of that ; and that he had just 
been guilty of doing it ; and that she had followed 
him immediately afterwards. Cromwell asked her 
if she would know the man who had done it ; she 
answered in the affirmative. He then made his 
men form in line, and desired her to fix upon the 
guilty man ; she was not long in doing this, it ap- 
pears, as the man's face had by this time become 
pretty familiar to her. Cromwell again asked her 
if she was sure that was the person ; she dechred 
that she was perfectl^^ sure of it* He again re« 
minded her that she would need to be perfectly 
certain of it) because, if she caused an inno^ 
cent man to suffer, her life should be the forfeit. 
He then called the man out of the ranks, and 
made him be instantly shot, (some say that 
he was hanged) and his body to be opened. 
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vihlcli was immediately done, and the mi& was 
found curdled in his stomach* This was proof 
sufficient of his guilt ; and, at the same time, it sav- 
ed the woman, who, I dare say, by that time would 
be repenting heartily that she had carried the mat- 
ter so far, not ima^nmg at the time that it would 
have been attended with so serious and fatal con* 
sequences. 

Another curious anecdote is told of Cromwell 
when lying about Perth, when one of the princi« 
pal contractors for his army, of the name of Mon- 
day or Mundy, by his affairs becoming embarrassed^ 
had committed the rash act of suicide by hanging 
himself. Cromwell, it seems, had offered a pre- 
mium to any one that would make the most appro» 
priate lines of poetry on the occasion, however 
short or sententious. Many elaborate poetical es- 
says, it is said, were given in by the various com* 
petitors on the subject ; but, amongst others, a tai* 
lor, who lived at Kinfauns, is said to have started 
as a competitor ; but, unfortunately, his wife, when 
she understood that he was one, and learned also 
that he was about to set out for the trial, thought 
it so ridiculous in him to appear, ihat she locked 
up his clothes, and would not allow him a clean 
shirt to appear decent in. However, it seems the 
tailor bad either found means to procure a clean 
shirt, or had gone wanting one, and delivered in his 
essay with the rest, consisting only of four simpltf 
lines, but which is said to have carried off* the 
prize ; 
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'<< Blcss^a he tBe.SuncUy, 

'* Cursed be wordly pelf; 
•* Tuesday now begins the week, 

«* for Monday has hang'd himself." 

This shewsl that Oliver, with all his apparent 
ihorosity, had not been insensible to humour. 

Page 83, C. 

There is still in the policies of Edenshead a camp 
of a longitudinal form j and though it differs front 
the usual form of the Roman camps, yet it ap- 
pears to have been made by them at this time. It 
is of an oblong square, about 375 feet l6ng, by 
about forty broad at an average. All those who 
have seen it of late, since the discoveries recently 
made in the vicinity, agree in acknowledging it to 
be unquestionably a Roman camp, as sometimes 
their camps were of this figure ; and the camps of 
the Caledonians were generally, if not always, of a 
roundish, and often of an irregular form. It strikes 
me that this, one had been made that very night af- 
ter the battle of Meralsford, as it is about 400 
yards west from* where the battle terminated ; and, 
as a farther corroboration of this, it appears to have 
been made in haste, and probably in the dark, as 
the south half is about seven or eight feet wider 
|han the north half, and appears to have been 
made by two different parties, each beginning at 
one end, and meeting in the middle. It consists 

of strong ramparts of earth, raised up as a vallum^ 

1 
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^thout any fosse, except on the east ^de, wKich 
is now a good deal filled up. The ramparts gc» 
nerally stand about four feet high, and in some 
parts three yards thick, and slope also three yards, 
which shew them to have been very strong origin* 
ally. Unfortunately, however, the south end was 
thrown down and levelled some years ago ; but the 
earth of it still points out itself, and the old road 
going past the north end had, through time, en* 
croached upon it after the roads began to te wid- 
ened, and the dyke on the edge of the planting 
had taken up the greater part of it* As it is by 
its si2e calculated for containing one legion only, 
and as the ninth legion was the weakest, it is high- 
!y probable that this legion had occupied it, as it 
did one at Lochore, at a considerable distance from 
the rest, when it was attacked by the Caledonians, 
and had to procure the assistance of the others. I 
am the more confirmed in this, firom seeing a map 
of Ptolemy of this part of the country sometime 
ago, which, though not very accurately laid down, 
must obviously refer to this one, as it has a camp 
marked out upon it near about this part of the 
country* 

Since seeing Tacitus^s account, I am satisfied 
that this is the very camp that he alludes tOr He 
says that the le^onary soldiers were placed before 
the vallum ; now, this exactly coincides with this 
narrow camp, and points out that some of the sol- 
diers^ at least, belonging to the legions^ had been 

V 
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ttalkmed there. By a little observation, the maid 
camp Will appear to have extended toxvards the east, 
comprehending Edenshead House, garden, orchard, 
and part of the policies, in all about two and a half 
acres ; and, though now much defaced^ yet distinct 
vestiges of it evidently appear in three different 
places. A strong rampart about five feet high^ 
and two or three feet higher than the other side of 
the road, running along the south side of the old 
road on the north for about seventy-four yards* 
then receding a little from the road eighteen yards, 
then running into the back wall of the garden for 
other fifty yards, and appearing 2^ain at the north* 
east comer, is plainly visible. It had been levelled on 
the top, and an entry made into the house, part cf 
it being faced up by a sunk fence towards the 
south east angle. It also visibly s^peafs emerging 
from the south end of the narrow camp for about 
eight or ten yards, running east before the house, 
directly towards the root of a large tree, one of the 
most antient, large and beautiful trees, to be found 
in all North Britain. It plainly s^spears to hav^ 
been planted in the vallum or rampart, as its roots 
stand above three feet higher than the corner of 
the house and level of the ground around it; and, 
when the green was levelled and a little enlarged, 
the roots of the tree bad to be covered with new 
earth« There is an artificial mound, with a ston^ 
in the centre, behind Edenshead orchard, about 
S feet high, 20 feet loi^ by 16 broad, and com- 
manding the best view cf all the camp ; and this 
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obvldtiily app^rs to have been the P»torIuiil» 
as the itntpart or vallum opposite b above the 
fefet high. Than this a more excellent or ap- 
j)ix>priate situation could scarcely any where be 
found for a camp, having three sides defend- 
ied by nature, the vallum running originally a- 
long the top of a 6teep bank that shelves down 
to the Eden qn the south, and along the top of a 
sloping bank on the east, towards that ^mall stream 
called the Moreton Burn in old papers ; the hollow 
in which it runs, being called the Chapel Den and 
Chapel Well, would intimate as, much as if there 
had once been an old catholic chapel thereabout, 
though no vestige of this now remains. The an- 
cient nume of the village accords with this, called 
in old papers the Chapelton of the Virgin, Chang* 
ing its name at the Reformation. The camp aUp 
having plenty of water dose by it, on two sides, 
imdan excellent ^ing well of fine <K>ld water 
near the north comer of it, rendered it in every 
respect a most eligible situation. Cbse by this, 
some Roman urns were dtig up a few years ago. 
The road also cut through a gentle slope on the 
north side, plainly points out the west side as the 
iace or fore*front of it, and confirms the account 
given by Tacitus, that this k really the place whiere 
the battle was fou^t, and the camp occupied by 
Agricola after it, which he attempts to describe. 
Mr Gordon and those who think that this battle 
was fought at Dalgin-ross, near Comrie, as also 
tho^e who suppose it to have b?en at Forteng^lj^ 

u % 
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find nothing but a bare Roman camp to confirm 
their hypothesis; but barely finding a Roman 
camp will never, without other concomitant evi- 
dencesy prove a Roman battle. But happily we 
have every thing requisite to prove, in the most in- 
comestible manner, the truth of our hypothesis of 
this being the very site of the battle, so long and 
so anxiously sought for ; and that this must con- 
sequently be the very camp referred to, and laid 
down by Ptolemy in his map formerly alluded to. 

Page 91, Ca 

Another Roman coin was found in one of the 
inclosures of Ledin Orquhart, in March last,^ but 
was thoughtlessly given by the man who found it 
to one of his children, by which means it was lost 
before it was sufficiently ascertained to what em- 
peror it had belonged. It was said to differ from 
the coin of Domitian already found. The circum* 
Stance of Roman coins being found on these 
grounds seems to confirm the account given by 
the best informed, that the hrm of Ledin Orquhart 
anciently belonged to the Orquharts as their out« 
field, as the name also imports* It is highly pro- 
bable that all the four Orquharts had originally be« 
longed to the Oreans, and had been cultivated by 
them, and that Ledin Orquhart had been also culd« 
vated by them. This conjecture is still further 
confirmed by the Roman coins being found in 
these lands. The produce of these fiums had been 
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brought over by Meralsford to Orea, as there is 
an ancient road leading into the town of Orea, 
from the ford, through the muir or heath below. 

A gentleman in the neighbourhood had beeii 
a little sceptical at first respecting Orea being a 
Roman town, or the evidences adduced being suf- 
ficient to establish the truth of if, until he went 
over and viewed it ; and then he got ocular de- 
monstration, by seeing all the foundations of the 
houses so distinctly by themselves, in three rows, 
with the ridges or streets raised above the rest of 
the ground that had been causewayed, with the 
ramparts of earth to keep off the wet or rain from 
the hill, &c. with the table cut out of the freestone 
rock, &c« and then he confessed that his doubt$ 
were all removed. The word Ledin, though an old 
word, is still in use. When the produce of a field 
is carried into the barn or stack-yard, it is usually 
said to be led or ledin ; so that the produce of the 
Ledin Orquhart had been led in, or carried over 
to Orea by the foresaid road by wheel carriages, as 
the road where visible is about the breadth of a 
cart tract. There was also a small square build* 
ing resembling a fold for putting cattle in, built of 
stone^ obviously of gfeat antiquity, and connected 
with Orea, bemg a little below it in the heath } 
but unfortunately the stones were also, like all the 
rest, taken away by a man of the name of Hutton, 
in Upper Orquhart, about 40 or 50 years ?igo, 
but the foundations are still viiiblct 
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Page 154, F. 

This experiment was made on the lOth Ma^ 
18S1, in presence of the Reverend Mr Laurie^ 
Doctor Guthrie, and the writer hereof. The 
Reverend Mr Dmidan was from home ; but at last 
his place was supph'ed by his brother and another 
young gentleman* Fortunately the dust and rubbishy 
which we were afraid had filled it up so mucb^ 
was all at one comer, having fallen down through 
the hollow or opening in the side of the £k)oring 
that leads down to what is called the pit. The 
sexton who was employed had not dug four feet 
down, when he came to plenty of huixian bones^ 
and the fragments of a light green urn, with a 
row of carving round the bottom of the neclu 
Most of the bones appeared to have belonged to 
the person ths^t had heea last interred, as they 
came up double, and of the same size,— 4he arm 
bones, the thigh bones, the leg bones, and the ribs 
on both sides, as also part of the skull and bapk 
bones, all in apparent good state of preservaticuu 
There was one bone, however, which was dug up 
among the rest, that obviously s^peared to 9s 
all not to belong to the human body, which the 
Doctor declared to be rather the bone of a dpg^ 
(the thigh heme). This is apt to make us believe 
that they had buried their favourite dogs along 
with their kings^ th^ masters^ or ia th^ cemetery'^ 
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and h oorrpbarative of what Buchanan mentions, 
'«> that the Scots King, Crathilinth, in the third 
^^ century, took some of the gallant Pictish youths 
* ^^ into his favour and familiarity, but who soon 
<f abused that confidence, and were guilty of a very 
*^ gallant like action, in stealing a favourite dog that 
•* the ^ing tooj: great delight in ; and that the keeper 
^* was killed in endeavouring to recover it from the 
•^ place of its concealment. This naturally stirred up 
^ the resentment of the Scots, and raised a great fer- 
•^ ment ; and a multitude of both sides collecting, a 
*' sharp combat was maintained, in which many on 
*^ both sides were slain, among which not a few of the 
** young nobility of each nation. This, instead of 
*' allaying, rather tended to stir up their mutual ran« 
** cour and revenge, and was the means of sowing the 
«< seeds of a cruel and exterminating war j for, from 
** that day forward, each nation infested the other 
** with hostile incursions, and never gave over till 
*' they met together with complete armies* Neither 
<< could peace be made up between them, though 
*^ both Kings desired it. And unless Carausius, a 
** Roman who was Dioclesian's deputy in Belgic Ar- 
*^ modca, had interposed, they had fought it out to 
^ the last man, till both nations had been destroyed.'* 
What then if this very bone should have belonged 
to this very distinguished dog ? But sure I am the 
boiies of no dog whatever ever deserved such distinc* 
tion, far less the bones of that one ; which, though 
no moral guilt could be attached to him, was yet 
the incidental and unhappy ocQasion of $o mucb 
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mischief aftd Bloodshed. The man m d^mg ucax 
came to thin broad flags, which either served as die 
bottom of the first coffin or the cover of another ;, 
and, by removing one which seemed the largest, 
fomid that there were plenty of bones below ; and 
thus, after gaining our end in ascertaining the ori« 
ginal design of building it as a cemetry for the Royal 
Family, we desisted. After having made this im- 
portant discovery within, we then went out, and 
soon made another one without. When looking up^ 
to it, we observed that the first twelve rows of stones 
from the foundaticm were exceedingly weather^** 
beaten, old, and corroded by the effect of time, 
though seemingly of a hard and durable nature*^ 
The contrast was so great with those immediately 
above them, that these appeared to be only as if 
they had been newly built, in compariscm with the 
others. This contrast appears to best advantage 
from the west side of it, or from the road that goes 
past it. 

The sexton informed me lately that he has since 
dug a little farther down, and come upon other 
bones of the human body, and seven other human 
skulls all lying together, all of them full growa 
male skulls, as he can easily discern betwixt a male 
and female skuU by the opening in it. One of the 
skulls he says was uncommonly black and dark, as 
he had never seen the like of it before ; and one 
of the bodies he is sure had been embalmed, a$ 
the dry flesh was adhering to several of the bon^# 
The uncommon dryness of the mould in which it ha$ 
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beea so Umg inhumed is undoubted j die ctQse cS 
this. 

I understand Sir Walter Scott has rery lately 
been paying a visit to this round tower, and hat 
got away the most entire skull, but not surely with« 
out leaving an equivalent in value to the sexton, as 
the shewing it to visitors was a condlderable source 
of emolument to the poor man. 

It is quite obvious to me that these twelve rowi 
o( stones had been all that had been originally 
built and designed as the mausoleum for burying 
the Kings in, as early as their Kings had thdr re-t 
sidence at Abemethy, — ^which was from the be^«^ 
ningof their kingdom, several hundred years b^orc 
the Christian aera,-*-and had been originally open 
at the top, without a door ; as plainly appears by 
the stones at the door sides being similar to those of 
the rest above the twelve original rows, and to be co« 
eval with the old church that was lately taken down^ 
jor even a little later. When bells began to be used 
after the introduction of Christianity, the addition 
had been made to it for suspending a bell in ; and. 
then the door had been made, to which a clock was 
added, after the invention of clocks and watches* 
It had thus served three purposes, I^/, As a mau« 
soleum for their San^s. 2 J, As a belfrey to their 
church. 3di A town clock. And the bell still con- 
tinues to ring twice a day summer and winter, and 
has done so from time immemorial. The only othet 
one of the kmd in North Britain is at Brechin ; and 
if the same experiment were made there, I have no 
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doubt C3f the same r^esuks both iatem0f a&d tx^ 
temally. If so^ we must necessarily infer ^at 
9rechii| had qccasionally been one df the royal re- 
i i di en ces, being also in the Pictish dominidns, and 
that t^e beautiful and commanding situation of the 
Cs^tle of Brechin, the seat of the Honojorabie Mi 
Maule of Panmure, had been the site o( the palace* 

Page 186, £. 

J^lUsndriecb.—thls word in both its parts is still 
frequently used. Fitten meaps putting to, or ad* 
dmg to any thing ; and the word driecbis en^loyed 
to denote any difficult or laborious {»ece of wi^rk^ 
Thus, when the Romans had been obhged to 
deviate firpm the (trait road, in their march, at 
t^ttendriech, and to turn nearly at right angles to 
the right hand, the natives would say, ^^ The 
<^ road is rendered m^re driecb/^ or *^ They hare 
<^ got a more drie^b piece of road fitteri to them.'- 

{^age 189, G. 

Maazy or Dog of Maaz. — A very extraordinary 
occurrence, but seemingly well audienticated, is 
said to have taken place at this town about the be^ 
ginning o( last century, by which a murder was 
^iscovered^ after it had been perpetrate more than 
twenty years, and deserves to be better known,t 
when the shocldng crime of murder is become so 
frequent in our day* 
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A mart, who is said to have resided het^e, wa* 
liaunted day and night with the appearance of z 
dog staring at hita, which was only visible to hrni, 
and mvisihle to every Other petsoh j for he would 
Jiave said frequently to those that wtfre with him^ 
• Do you not see that dog staring at me ^* pomting 
to the place. They always answered that they could 
not see it* He was so harassed and haunted with 
it^ that he took the resolution of bringing the case 
before the presbyter^, m order to ask advice what 
he should do^ whether he should speak to it or not# 
After deliberating upon it for some time, the pres- 
bytery came to the decision that he should not, and 
desired him not to do it, unless he was still more 
haunted by it. Afterwards^ however^ it still con* 
^ued to appear to him ^ and at length he sum- 
Intoned up the resolution to speak to it« He asked it 
why it appeared to him, and not to others, in that 
shape? It immediately replied, that the reasoii 
iyas, because a murder was committed by means 
of a dog when he (the man) was a child in the 
cradle : That the spirit or apparition, who then ap« 
peared (o him in the shape of the dog, was, wheit 
living in the body, his uncle, who then was living 
liirith an old man, his father, and he (the man) his 
. grandson, being ttten a child : That a man^ who isi 
aaid to be a chapman or pedlar, had one day called 
9t that place, asking the nearest way across the rivet 
£recht to Glammis Fair ; and that this uncle had 
gone, along with a dog, to shew the pedlar the 
\l^Y* The temptation had been so irresistibly 
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f trong, that, by killing the man, he would get the 
contents of his pack, that he set the dog upon him, 
which soon destroyed the man ; and then, dragging 
his corps a little into the wood, dug a deep pit,, 
and threw them into it* It informed him also, 
that the pedlar soon came to be amissing-^that 
be was traced till he came to this-^hat he came 
to be suspected, and was closely interrogated ; but, 
thmking to lay the blame upon the dog, he de* 
clared that he was as innocent as the child in the 
cradle, who was the man to whom he now appear* 
ed« It further told him that his soul was con- 
signed to the state of the damned ; and added, 
** You will not, perhaps, be very fond of going 
^* into the woods with me alone, though, assuredly, 
^^ I shall do you no harm. However, I shall make 
^^ a mark (some say it was to be the shape or 
print of a dog's foot) over the spot, by which 
** you will know where the bones are.'* Accord- 
ingly, it is said, a great number of people of the 
parish of Blair went along with the man in search 
of the bones ; but, it seems, they never found that 
mark ; for the first day they found nothing. The 
dog, or rather apparition, appeared again, and told 
the man that it would raise over the spot what 
is called a rickle or a small cairn of stones, about 
a dozen or so, and to dig deep, and there he 
would find the bones, and inter them ; ^^ and I shall 
** never trouble you more.'* It is said that most part 
of the parish of Blairgowrie went out the second 
day, and soon found the bones by the second mark ; 
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and it is added that all the parish of Blairgowrie 
that were able to attend were at the interment of 
the bones in the church*yard of Blairgowrie. I 
had heard a very judicious and respectable clergy* 
man tell the anecdote about thirty years ago ; and, 
I believe, before his mother, who was a young girl 
about eight or nine years old when she heard her 
father, who was then minister in Kingoldrum in 
Angus, give the account that night after he re- 
turned from the presbytery, of the man being be- 
fore them that day asking advice in the extraordi- 
nary case, she affecting to be asleep in order that 
she might hear her &ther tell it with the greater 
freedom. This old lady died only about eight or 
nine years ago, and lived near to ninety years. 
Happening to be in that country soon after I first 
heard it, 1 made enquiry farther about it. The peo- 
ple there in general seemed to be quite full of it ; 
and mentioned some old men, then living, that 
were at the interment of the bones, and also point- 
ed out the spot where they^ were interred. The 
only difference, indeed, in the telling of it, is, the 
one account mentioned that it was a drover, the 
other that it was a chapman or pedlar, that was 
murdered ; but it is not very material, as it obvi- 
ously had been booty or money that had been the 
sole motive for perpetrating it. Thus I have given 
it as I heard it, without either adding to, or de- 
tracting from it 

There is something observable about this old 
lady referred to, who died lately, in her con^ 
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siexicm vnih clergymen. She had one for hef 
fuher, and one for her grand&dier ; die had 9 
clergyman for her brother and also one for hei^ 
brother-inJaw ; she had one for her husband, and 
one for her son, and another for her son-in-hw^ 
and aI$o one for her nephew^ and another for her 
grand-nephew, which two hst are still alive, all 
eminent clergymen hi their day } and yet she was 
no better than John Wesley's pretended perfect;ion^ 
|sts after a|L 



Jim. SmttOey Fruiter h tht VdHTi^^ 
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